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Anthony Bevins 

and Coin Brown ■ 

A Wirral South by-election drubbing 
for John Majoriast night left Labour 
and the Tbxfe gearing up for the 
mak&iJTrbreak battle .to come - 
the May general Section. 

Labour said: “No party has ever 
lost a by-election so dose to a gen- 
eral election, in a seat they had won 
at the previous general elution, and 
gone on to win the general election.” 

The Tories countered with a cal- 
culated leak of their latest "secret” 
polling, claiming they had reduced 
Labour’s lead to ^ percentage 
points - well within striking distance 
with two months’ campaigning to go. 

In the 1992 election, the Conser- 
vatives held Woe-drip Wirral South 
with a formidable 163 per cent, 
8.183-vote majority, and the lass of ■ 
the seat so dose to a general elec-_ 
non win undoabtecBy hammer Tbiy 
morale. It was thelbries’ 126th most 
marginal sCat 

^toJdto dogh aflrisets 

arguing that public opanionpoDs are 
seriously exaggerating the. Labour 
lead, and that the Conservatives ai- 
ways depress the Labour vote in gen- 
eral election campaigns. 

In . Wirral itself, Tbiy campaign 
managers were confident that they 
would geuhe seat back in a May gen- 
eral election, though Labour source* 
said at Westminster “Tbries who 
have voted Labour in the Wirral can- 
not be doing so as a protest 
' “There is no time left fen 1 the Gov- 









Cniismg to victory: Labour’s Bett Chapman on "the Wirral campalgn traJ with Lewisham East MP Bridget Prentice yesterday 


emmentio ebangeits ways. Wihave 
no -doubt , that, haying taken such a 
serious decision at this stage of the 
- electkmcydf^xnostofthcmwiS 
with Labour." 

' However, in a dear attempt to give 
itself maximum room for manoeu- 
vre, the Government last night 
announced aHatant political sweet- 
ener for the Ulster Unionists, of- 
fering enhanced powers for the 
Northern Ireland Grand Committee. 

Acceding to a-Unionist demand. 


Sir- Patrick Maybew, Secretary of 
State -for Northern Ireland, said the ' 
grand bommittee Would be given 
powers to meet in Ulster, and that 
it would be provided witba legjsla- 
five role. The move will be welcomed 
by theXJmonists because it further 
binds Northern Ireland into the 
Union with the rest of the United 
Kingdom. 

David Trimble, the Ulster Union- 
ist leader, signafled yesterday that iris T 
party would not seek to bring the 


Government down over the next ffew 
weeks, even though the loss of 
Wnral South again drives the Gov- 
ernment into a Commons minority. 
* . Without Unionist support, there 
is no point in Labour putting down 
a Commons motion of no confi- 
dence, in an attempt to force an ear- 
ly election. Mr Major is therefore left 
nee to announce an eventual dis- 
solution of Parliament for S April, 
following completion of his legisla- 
tive programme, and an Easter 


break, in time for his preferred op- 
tion of a 1 May election. 

With ministers braced for a week- 
end of panic over the Tories' showing 
in WirraJ South, the Conservatives' 
private polling shows that Labour's 
lead of 19 per cent before Christmas, 
was being whittled down until Gor- 
don Blown announced Labours com- 
mitment not to increase spending for 
two years, and to fix the rates of in- 
come tax at their present leveL 

Those two pledges - coupled with 


Photograph: David Rose 

a national poster campaign featur- 
ing Tom' Blair - may have dismayed 
traditional Labour supporters, but 
have stopped the Tbries narrowing 
the gap any further. 

The tracking polling by Conser- 
vative Central Office is a closely- 
guarded secret, but the results have 
been revealed to ministers who were 
daimmg last night that it shows there 
is stHJ “all to play for”. 

The results of the polling, which 
Tory strategists are studying close- 


VOTE SWITCHING 

ly, underline the importance of the 
Tories' attack on Labour on tax. 

Morale in Conservative Central 
Office has improved from a low 
base because of the polling results, 
and it remains stoical. “The thing that 
could finish us is (he “lime-for-a- 
changc factor,” said one minister, who 
has seen the polling. “Even some of 
our own supporters arc saying it's not 
good for democrat' to have one par- 
ty in power for 3D Years." 

Labour is exploiting that vulner- 
ability bv condemning Conserva- 
tive ambitions to create a “one-party 
state". 

At a Westminster press briefing 
yesterday, Mr Trimble welcomed 
moves by the Government to show 
it was “listening" to Ulster Union- 
ist concerns: 

He received a guarantee this week 
in a personal letter from the Prime 
Minister that Ulster would be 
included in u scheme la cut the busi- 
ness rates by more than half for vil- 
lage shops, post offices, and other 
village premises, such as the village 
halls. . 

Denying that he was being 
“bought off”, Mr Trimble said he 
doubted that Labour would attempt 
to bring down the Government 
before 1 May “because they are hav- 
ing difficulty in geld ng their vote out" 
in the House of Commons. 

“What is the point of a couple of 
weeks if you had an early election? 
You would have Easier ui the mid- 
dle of the campaign. I can see pros 
and cons with that, but more cons,” 
Mr Trimble said. 




Continental rifts: protectionism will harm consumers, but Euro scepticism has its dangers too 

EU trade ban ■■^■1 Asian firms’ 
will cause investment in 

e 1 * UK tumbles 


will cause 


■ | Ian Burrett, 

'I British supermarkets face severe 
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, r gnd other dtrus fruits this sum- 

- - l ■ mer because of highly-con- 
• ‘ :j, tentious import restrictions 

.tbeing planned in Brussels. 

. .(■ Furious British food im^ 

- . porters accused the European 

• ; Union of using “pscudo-sden- 

arguments to set up. an ef- 

* . ; fective trade ban on fruit from 

• South Africa and South Aroer- 
■ ^ k^ frqm where Britain gets its 
"/'-entire summer citrus. crop. 

Rxjd industry sources said yes- 

’ -terday that the proptwed re- 

• stricnons - ostensbly aimed at 
. ^.protecting European .citrus 
v ^plants from pests -could set a 
: v:j;ralastrophfcpre^ 

: jjanic fiint and vegetable market. 
:. '.]H Ttue EU Standing Committee 
.' -on FJanr Health »<we to decide 
v (today whether to impose a ban 
- ' ..ton citrus fruits from countries 
. Effected by the non-European 
. v ‘ druit fly and other plant pests, 
/ ..Juniess they arc subjected to ex- 
" 'roensive treatments. 

’■•T The move, led by Greece, 
< IswjuJd hand the European dt- 

- »#bs market to Mediterranean 

l ^feoduceis. Greece, Itafy, Spain 

to Cor sica produce citnis dur- 

‘ |fag the winter. Produce is kept 


in cold storage for local markets 
in the summer but.wouldnot 
survive shipment to Britain. 

The restrictions Would also 
bring chronic shortages of or- 
ange juice in the late summer, 
when most juicing oranges are 
imported ‘from the southern 

hemisphere. 

The Ministry of Agricultnre 
is fi g h ting- the restrictions but 
Britain has beeit isolated by 
other member states who are 
sympathetic to the producer 
countries of die Mediterranean. - 

British -officials in Brussels 
spoke yesterday of their fears of 

unnecessary restrictions being 
put into tuace. “We are con- 
cerned about what the trade 
effects are going io be, partic- 
ularly for the South African and 
Zimbabwean producers,” said 
one. “The other non-producing 

states do not appear to ba*® 
woken up to the possible effects 
nn consumers and suppliers.". . 

Traditionally Britons have 
. eaten Uttfe citrus fruit in the sum- 
mer because of poor quality. 

During the past decade, eating 
habits have been changedby im- 
ports of superior fruit from the 
southern hemisphere. 

: •. Britain now imports 186,000 
tons of citrus fruit each year 
from this source, with 98,000 
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Oranges and lemons: Britons may find citnis fruit In short 
supply this su mmer If EU frnport restrictions come into force 


tons coming from South Africa 
and 53.0GQ tons from Argentina 
and Uruguay. During the win- 
ter, the market switches to 
southern Europe, Israel and the 
United States. 

The pests identified by the 
Brussels committee pose no . 
risk to human health and have 
never caused any problems to 
the British supply trade. The 
fruit flies die when they en- 
. counter the British climate. . 

The proposed restrictions 
come against a background of - 
arguments over moves for clos- 
er trade links between Europe 
and South Africa, which is seen 
as a threat by some member 


states because of its low pro- 
duction costs. 

Dong Henderson, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Fresh Produce 
Consortium, said: “The south- 
ern member states are using 
plant health regulations as a 
means-of protecting their mar- 
ket inside Europe ....{The 
moves] will restrict competition, 
restrict consumer choice and 
push up prices." . 

The EU committee may 
agree a compromise, allowing 
the import of dims fruit which 
has been subjected to chilling 
and vapour treatments. Such 
treatments would not be possi- 
ble for. this year’s crop. 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The Government's claim that its 
European policy poses no 
threat to inward investment is 
called into question today by a 
United Nations report showing 
that the UK's share of foreign 
investment in the European 
Union has fallen sharply. 

Today, Adair Turner, the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry's director general wfll is- 
sue an unusually outspoken 
warning against the dangers of 
British isolation from Europe. 

These alarm signals wfll se- 
verely embarrass the Govern- 
ment, which has always claimed 
that its opt our from the social 
chapter and other signs of semi- 
detachedness actively attract 
overseas businesses. However, 
it js likely to strengthen the 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarkes 
pro-European position against 
the sceptics in the Cabinet. 

Mr Timer, in a speech to busi- 
nessmen in Cardiff, will say that 
Europhobia is increasing Britain’s 
isolation within the EU. “Our 
views will go unheeded, our in- 
fluence will dfaninish. Ultimate- 
tybwaccess to the single marker 
could be at risk -to our enormous 
economic disadvantage.” 


The CBI chiefs views were 
backed by (he normally Euro- 
sceptic Institute of Directors 
yesterday. Ruth Lea, head of 
policy at (he rival employers’ or- 
ganisation, said: “In so far as 
there is a feeling among over- 
seas investors that Britain might 
cut loose from the EU. this is 
a matter for concern.” 

Mr Turner’s warnings are 
given extra force by today's re- 
port from the LIN'S Conference 
on Trade and Development. 
This shows that Britain's share 
of rising investment in Europe 
by foreign companies, espe- 
cially from Japan and the rest 
of Asia, has shrunk. 

Robin Cook, the shadow 
Foreign Secretary, said - “These 
figures show how hollow are the 
Tory boasts on inward invest- 
ment. Hie UK share of inward 
investment from the Far East 
has dropped fast.” 

Today's developments follow 
warnings by big companies that 
the UK's negative attitude to its 
European partners and the sin- 
gle currency might affect their 
investment plans. Japanese car 
mamifaOurerTSiyoia i <krinany , 5 
Siemens, ami British-based com- 
panies including BP and 
Unilever have all spoken ouL 
Business, page 20 
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shorts 


Accused stab girl ‘feared 
violence against herself' 

A girl accused of murdering teenage hairdresser Katie Rackliff was 
herself frightened of being stabbed, a court was told yesterday. 
Winchester Crown Court heard that she told a probation officer. 
“When I die. someone will have to shoot me, because I couldn’t be 
stabbed.** Probation officer Sarah Biydon told the court: “She said, 
‘It must be awful, knowing what's happening’." 

The girl, now 17, was 12 at the time of the attack on Katie, 18, in 
June 1992. The girl, who for legal reasons cannot be named, denies 
murder. Katie, from Hawley, Hampshire, suffered 29 stab wounds, 
including injuries (o her genitals. 

Police chief rejects masons call 

Greater Manchester's police chief has refused to introduce a 
register for Freemasons, in defiance of advice from his national 
governing body. David Wilmot, the Chief Constable, is believed to 
be the first in the country to go against the recommendation of the 
Association of Chief Police Officers that all serving members of the 
United Kingdom's 43 police forces should declare membership of 
the society. 

Mr Wilmot was said to be against the register, which he 
regarded as “unconstitutional” and “an infringement of personal 
liberty" 


Royal presence on the Web 

Can you make an anorak out of ermine? And what does the Queen 
think is cool? The answers may be revealed next week when the 
Queen gets her own site on the World Wide Web. She will join the 
ranks of caffeine -fuelled American adolescents with 150 pages of 
information about royal topics, from finance to descriptions of the 
palaces and the private estates. 

Buckingham Palace said yesterday that the site's World Wide 
Web address will not be revealed until it is officially launched on 
Thursday. “In the modern day and age, if there's a Web out there 
the Queen should be on it,” said a spokeswoman. “We don’t all use 
quill pens here, you know - we’re on computers too.’’ She would 
not say whether the site will contain “hot links*’ to other Web 
addresses - a popular way of pointing surfers to “cool" sites. 

Charles Arthur 


Modem-day St Trinians banned 


■4^ 

& 


A bus company has banned 
almost 1,000 schoolchildren 
following a series of attacks on 
drivers and vehicles. 

The Provincial Bus Company 
in Portsmouth, Hants, has 
banned pupils from the King 
Richard secondary school from 
using its buses to travel to and 
from school. Parents have 
received a letter from the 
school’s headteacher informing 
them their children will not be 
able to use Provincial buses 
from next Monday. The 
company said it divided to 
impose the week-long ban after an upsurge of violence and 
vandalism in which drivers reported windows smashed, emergency 
exits opened and money stolen. 

Mike Smith. Provincial operations director, said: “There has 
been a series of very serious events on buses. We've bad numerous . 
complaints from passengers saying ‘who in their right mind would 
get on a bus with these anim als?*.’* 

Head teacher Peter Warburton, said the school had made a 
great effort to improve pupils’, behaviour on buses and bad < 
taken disciplinary action against some. Angry parents claimed the 
company was over-reacting and some threatened to keep * 
their children off school rather than see them fac e a long walk. 


Murdered aunt case goes to appeal 

The case of SheQa JBowIer, jailed for life in 1993 for the murder of 
her late husband's elderly aunt, has been referred to the Court of 
Appeal by Michael Howard, the Home Secretary- Bowler, a music 
teacher from Rye, Hast Sussex, was found guilty at Hove Crown 
Court of pushing S 9-year-old Florence Jackson into the River 
Brede. apparently to secure her inheritance from being eaten up by 
nursing home fees. 

On 1 May 1995, she appealed against her conviction but the 
appeal judges did not accept the expert geriatric evidence put 
before them that Aunt Flo could have been much more mobile 
than anyone realised. 

Mr Howard has now decided that new material submitted by her 
laywers - primarily medical evidence about the mobility of elderly 
people - has merited her case being sent back for a second appeal. 

Grania Langd on-Down 


W ales will celebrate St Davkfs.Day 

with the news that the remains rfjta patron: 
saint lore not where they were thoughtto bft_ 
For years, legend has had rt that tfre bones of the 
saint were in a wooden casket discovered in the last 
centorym the stone walls of St David’s Ca thedral. : 
I nside th e box were the bones ofthreo people, in- 
eluding whafrhany beKev^ teTxi tbe bonas of St ' 
David, because they fitted thetdesetiption of the saint . 
as being a tall mart* around f?ft - highly unusual for' 
the 7to century. " •' : 

.. But samples of the bones taken for analysis and^ 
dating at Oxford Universfty’s. Radio Carbon Accefr. 
erator Unit, which employs techniques sanflar to those, 
used on the Turin Shroud, have now provedthat the’ 
remains are those of an tlto or 12th-century mat ; 
who ate a lot of fish; possibly Saint Caradog, who 
died in 1124. • c . 

The analysis showed that the remains could riot; 
have been those of David, who died m 601, who was. 
canonized tytoe Rope inT120 and whose relics first 
went-ittisslrig In, 1538. . : • 

The controversial findings of the analysis were re- 
vealed to the Welsh !preople last night iridFiTV’s fri , 
Search of David, documentary; which foJtawedtoe 


TbeQean of St Davkf s, ths Very flev Wyn Evans, 
himself an archaeologist, said foorda^aTdthe new- 
found jink with Caradog were surprising and intriguing^ 
ffi rheans the eariy history of St David’s Cathedral 
'vWfl-TiaVe to "be redififttei^^ _ 

- ; Had the bones provenJo be the. seal thmg. many 
In' the prtncfpafity befievedrtwot&i have.boosted 
tourism.--,' 1 . -i ;K 

" The Rt ReV Huw Jones, the current Bishop of St 
David’s and .the 126fo incumbent since David him- 
self said: “In the 16th cenTtxytherewasadeterrnined 
eftorttobreak up toe cult erf St David and the offh 
dal shrine and relics disappeared. Until then, pil- 
grimages Here had a high profile. Three pilgrimages 
to St David’s were the eqUivalent of one to Jerusalem 
arid two weretoeeqiftfafarrtof£to^ Rome.” 

/The search may now start again for the final rest- 
ing place of the remains of Sf DavkL And toe relics 
of toe fish-eating St Caradog are IBcely tobe returned 
to toe wboderi casket and put back tnto the cathe- 
dral where they, hanre tain for the last 900 years. 

.' : f Roger Dobson 



Widow wins 
final battle for 
frozen sperm 


Diane Blood (right), the widow 
who battled for two years to have 
her dead husband’s baby, was 
yesterday granted final permission 
to be artificially inseminated in a 
Belgian clinic. 

She celebrated with Cham- 
pagne, and immediately rang her 
parents-in-law, after the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Au- 
thority unanimously decided to al- 
low her to export her late 
husband's sperm for treatment 

Ruth Deech, chairman of the au- 
thority, which is thought to have 
spent £100,000 fighting the case, 
said it had finally agreed to the ex- 
port after a High Court ruling In 
Mrs Blood’s favour. It had written 
to her solicitors and to the clinic 
where the sperm is stored. 

“This is tiie only way to resolve 
the tragic situation for Mrs Blood, 
one which will not arise again.” 
said Mrs Deech. “We've been con- 
cerned throughout to uphold the 
integrity of the principle of consent 
and we are pleased that the Court 
of Appeal has confirmed this.” 

Asked if she felt toe HFEA 
should apologise to toe window, 

Mrs Deech said: “I don't think an 
apology is called for because all 
the way our view of UK law has 
been upheld by the courts." 

She added that if the Court of 



Diana may be 
called to sacked 
maid’s tribunal 


Appeal had not been sufficiently 
explicit, the body would have re- 
fused her wishes once again. 

“This is obviously wonderful, 

wonderful news. I am very, very re- 
lieved.” said Mrs Blood. *1 am 
slightly bewildered still and I don’t 
yet fully believe it.” 

“it has just been a long time 
and so many emotions, I don’t 
think I can sum it up. There have 
been so many different emotions.” 
She said she had not yet made 
any firm arrangements for her 
treatment, adding: “I have felt un- 
able to make any arrangements so 
far. I am glad now to be able to 
speak to people sensibly and 
make arrangements." 

Glenda Cooper and 
David Garfinkei 


Diana, Princess of Wales, may 
have to give evidence at an 
industrial tribunal when her 
former maid sues her for wrongful 
dismissal next week, it emerged 
yesterday. 

Lawyers acting for Sylvia 
McDermott, who lost her cleaning 
job at Kensington Palace in 
November, said they were 
considering seeking a witness 
order - the industrial tribunal 
equivalent of a court subpoena - 
which would oblige her to attend. 

Solicitor Anu Kapoor at Michael, 
Amy and Partners, who is acting 
for the maid, said: “The lawyers for 
the Princess of Wales have 
confirmed that she wiU not be 
attending, so we are considering 
seeking a witness order. 

“if it is granted, then she will be 
obliged to attend. 

“The hearing on Wednesday 5 
March is to seek to secure an order 
that Sylvia McDermott be re- 
employed by the Princess.” 

The maid joined the household 
of the Prince and Princess of Wales 
in July 1987 and stayed with Diana 
when the couple separated in 
1992. Her duties involved dusting 
and cleaning the royal apartments. 

The dismissal is alleged to have 
come after two face-to-face meet- 
ings with toe princess. 


BBC changes policy over Labour candidate 


The BBC sought to quell accusations of left-wing bias 
on the eve of the general election by conceding last 
night that It was wrong to grant paid leave to Ben 
Bradshaw, a high-profile Radio 4 presenter who is 
fighting a key marginal seat for the Labour Party. 

To reinforce its commitment to political impartiality, 
the corporation also made it dear that Joy Johnson, 
a former Labour Party communciations director, hired 
recently on a short-term contract , would have no in- 
volvement in editorial matters or programme-malting 
during the election campaign. 

Tony Hall, chief executive of BBC News, said that 
the position of Mr Bradshaw, who has not worked 


since being selected as Labour’s prospective parlia- 
mentary candidate for Exeter, had been reviewed. He 
is now to be found some non-politically sensitive 
worfc until the election is called and will not be paid 
when he takes leave during the campaign. 

“The fact that we were unable to find him sufficient 
suitable non-editorial work was a failure of manage- 
ment and I regret that" said Mr Hall, adding: “I be- 
lieve we should have dealt with this Issue with a 
greater sense of urgency." He expained that Mr Brad- 
shaw had been removed from any involvement in edi- 
torial work in order to protect programmes from any 
suspicion of partiality. fob Smm 
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ABORTION 

Poll shows wide acceptance 


of women's right to choose 

Two-thirds of the public believe abortion should be madt ' 
available for all who want it - a 10 per cent increase : on J [ ' * 

to an abortion where tne woman's life or health are in dang 


Although there is a significant drop m the nmtoer of pj- P| n|a , 
hairing abortion whereitislSdy the baby would be tom 
or physkaDy handicapped, there is still support from mon. 

two-thirds of the public. . , , lhJ :. 

The poll, described as the most definitive study of punj 
attitudes to abortion since 1980, was carried out by MUK ■ 
commissionfid by the Birth Control Trust, which supports nt =• 
of women to make their own choices about pregnancy anu 


abortion. ... • . . 

There waSlittle difference between the views of men jm 
women. Those aged 25-34 were most likely to back toe rtj- * 
abortion. And the more affluent an individual was, the nu . r ^ 
he or she was to agree with abortion, although toe dinereni.«. 
between social classes was not particularly marked. 

Surprisingly, 50 per cent of Roman Catholics backed tot r 
an abortion - contravening the Church’s teaching on the i ** 
compared with 38 per cent who disagreed. 
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MOTORING 

Car care takes a back seat 

Most motorists have no driving ambition to care for their 
says a survey out today.ODjy one third say their caris som “ 

toe? can enjoy: while nearly half only wash their vehicles on an 
occasional basis, said the survey; from the Direct line in>ur 
company. Just one in 10 of the 1,600 car-owners questioned 

described car ownership as a source of pleasure. busier 

“It seems **»«* increased time pressures in our lives, ana t*u. wr 
roads, mean than e nj oying and caring for our cars has become 
low priority/* said Annette Court, Direct line’s motor insurance 
business manager. 

Crime may be one of the causes of driver discontent- Another 
poll, fay the British Vehide Rental and Leasing Associatmo. rouna 
that a fifth of car owners had suffered vehicle crime in the ia*t 
year and one-in-thxee driven expected to be a victim in the ncM 
Months. Randeep Ramesh 
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Making more of salad days 

Britain’s growers must turn to speciality crops in a hid to boost toe 
country’s withering salad industry, according to research published 
today. The study, by scientists at Strathclyde Unfretsity. >aid 
Britain's vegetable fanners now have a major opportunity to 
improve the country's £224m salad industry. 

Britain has toe lowest salad consumption rate in Europe, 
according to the report It said UK consumers eat only 1 5 kg of 
salads a year, compared to the Spanish, who eat more than 95kg. 

The study’s authors said producers should not concentrate nn ; 
commodity products, but must focus on speciality lines, such as 
cherry, truss and plum tomatoes, unusual varieties of lettuce and . 
other leaf crops. 



"z- Mj' 




The British salad industry produces around 400.UOU tonnes of 
produce worth £224m in retail terms. The European industry is 
worth around ffibn. Spain is toe largest producer of salads, with 
fi-l milli on tonnes produced in 1994-55 per cent of the market. 
Britain is one of Europe’s major salad importers, accounting for 
more than half of domestic consumption. 


EDUCATION 


Welsh should be allowed to die 


Welsh children’s prospects are being blighted by misguided 
attempts to preserve the Welsh language, says a paper published ^ 
today by the Social Affairs Tfryst. Welsh, it argues, should be 
allowed to die. Then it might sarriye as-many dead languages have 

Cmdre^are tai^^in Welsh^nmost schools in the counties of 
Gwynedd and Dyfed, and Welsh is a compulsory subject in most 
schools in the rest of Wales. %t four-fifths of people in the 
principality do not speak Welsh. So four-fifths of children are 
spending time learning a language that will be no nse to them, 
since all Welsh speakers also speak English. 

Professor Christie Davies, a sociologist from Reading University 
says that if the language were allowed to die: “Dead Welsh could ’ 
them be the Latin of the peoples of Britain.” 

Loyalty Misplaced, £1235 plus £IJ)0 postage, the Social Affairs 
Unit, 314-322 Regent Street, London W2 SAB. . Judith Judd 






.jrsus-; 


HEALTH 




First cut is the deepest 

Male babies circumcised without anaesthetic have heightened p-»in 
responses for months afterwards, suggesting the wav their bodies 
perceive pain is altered. According to a paper in the Lancet, those 
who were circumcised reacted most strongly to vaccinations, four 
to six months later. The authors suggested that increased pain 
reactions so long afterwards maty be because the memory or carlv 
distress was re-experienced, trigj^red by the pain of the injection 
The infants' reactions were videotaped, and toe percentage of t ime 
they cried and certain facial features (brows bulging, eyes squeezed 
shut and furrow between the nose and upper lip) were measured. 
Uncrrcumdsed infants showed least pain while those circumcised 
without anaesthetic were in greatest pain. &enda Cooper 
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PaW c h Wynn Dawes ' 

Legal Affajrs Etfitoc • 

Radical government plans to 
restrict me right to a a own 
court jury trial for scores of 
c riminal offences came under 
concerted attack yesterday. 

As lawyers and civil liberties 
groups condemned the propos- 
al as a unjust and unnecessary, 
it also became clear that it 
could lead to thousands of crim- 
inals getting fighter sentences 
from magistrates, contrary to the 
“get tough” message of Michael 

Howard, the Home Secretary - 

bm savin g milli ons of pomirisnf 
expenditure on jails. 

In a Commons statement on 
a review of delay in the criminal 
justice system, jointly co mrois - 
skmed by Mr Howard, the Lord 


1 

JP TO £150 
UPHERALS 


Chancellor and the Attorney 
General last autumn, the Home 
Secretary made the radical sug- 
gestion that if all its 33 recom- 
mendations were implemented 
almost afi defendants would be 


in cotm, and the guilty convict- 
ed, the day after being charged. 

The proposals were warmly 
welcomed by the police. But it 
was equally dear yesterday that 
much more work remains to be 
done on the paefay — no de- 
tailed cost/benefit analysis has 
been obtained and no cut-off 
date for consultation has been 
specified — While Mr Howard 
conceded that fie would have to 
consider the “especially sensi- 
tive" proposal for resTraing jury 
trial “particularty carefully*’. 

The objective of reducing 
delay was emphasised in recent 
speeches to magistrates fay the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Mack- 
ay, m advance of yesterday’s pa- 
per, drawn up by Marlin Narey, 
a senior Horae Office official 

Bm there was bostik reaction 
yesterday to the paper’s sug- 
gestion that the venue for so- 
caJled “either way** cases - 
including a range of theft, bur- 
glary, fraud and other offences 
of dishonesty, and sexual, vio- 


CD WRITER 

Mnrim Packard 

MTIOi m 

MmaL I 


‘Ancient’ right 
dates from 1855 


la,. HftlHIHil? i 


White it has undoubtedly passed 
into our constitutional name- 
wort the right of a defendant 
to elect tnalbyjuryisnot as an- 
cient as sometimes believed. 

Before 1855, there were only 
two categories of offence - 
those triable only on indict- 
ment and those triable only 
summarily.. 

After that, the distinction be- 
came blurred. The 1855 Ad- 
ministration of Justice Act 
allowed Jft to try minor larce- 
nies (dishonesty offences), with 
the consent of the accused. The 
changes were said to have been 
made for U dmuriishing expense 
and delay in the administration 
bTEtimina! justice’*. The list of 
“either way” offences expand- 
ed, most ncaafeJy in the 1925 ; 
Criminal Justice Act, which in- 
cluded for the first time sodt 
crimes asseridus theft offences, 


assault occasioning actual bod- 
ily harm and some forgery of- 
fences. Ministers claim that 
many defendants who elect juiy 
trial do so to delay proceedings 
or increase their chances of ao- 
quittaL Supporters of the right 
. claim ft is vital in dishonesty cas- 
es where a conviction stains a 
person’s character. But, like 
yesterday’s paper, the 1993 Roy- 
al Commission on Criminal Jus- 
tice recommended that 
defendants should no longer 
have an absolute veto over a 
magistrate’s decision to retain 
jnmdiction. JPs should consid- 
er factora including the defen- 
dants previous reputation and 
past record. The gravity and 
compexilyof the case and the 
likely effect on the accused, 
the commission said. 

- Patricia Wynn Davies 



lent and drug offences— should 
be derided by magistrates. Mr 
Howard told MFs that about 20 
per cent of all those tried in 
crown courts - about 24,000 de- 
fendants each year- insisted On 
being vied there despate justices 
having decided the case was 
suitable far them. “About two- 
thirds of those defendants then 
plead guilty at tbe crown court.*’ 

Defendants with a good rea- 
son for a jury trial, including 
“defending an unblemished 
reputation'', would be able to ar- 
gue the reasons before the 
magistrates; Mr Howard said. 

Bui there was condemna- 
tion from the Law Society and 
the Bar. Robert Owen QC, 
chairman of the Bar Grumrii , 
said many thousands of people 
would lose their right to be tried 
in front of a jury of ordinary 
men and women at a time when 
the crow n court system was 
copipg with the demands on it. 

Mr Howard told MPs that to- 
tal savings to the criminal jus- 
tice system flowing from the 
report could amount to £1 10m. 
of which £70m would relate to 
thepropasal to limit jury trials. 

Tjbe Home Office estimates 
that some 18,000 offenders 
would be tried by magistrates, 
who can only imprison for a 
maximum of six months, rather 
than crown court juries if the 
plans were implemented. 

At present. 56 percent of de- 
fendants in Grown courts receive 
a jaQ sentence. Hany Fletch- 
er, assistant general secretary of 
the National Association of 
Probation Officers, estimated 
that even if all these got the 
maxnznnD jaD sentence available 
to magistrates, the daily prison 
population would drop by 2^00, 
saving £5 0m a year in t unning 
costs and leading to capital 
savings equivalent to three or 
four jails. “This is not about 
quality of justice. It’s about 
saving money,” he said. 

The paper contains a range of 
further controversial sugges- 
tions likely to provoke criti- 
cism, including switching 
17-year-olds to adult courts and 
restrictions cm the use ofiawyers 
by those pleading not guilty. 



Backing group: Jk>hn Barr (second right) with some customers who had penned a song to mark the reopening of his butcher’s shop Photograph: John Woo s 

Butcher reopens with a clean slate 


Stave Boggan 

He looked like a man waking 
from a long dream. Or, as he put 
it, a nightmare. 

Eighteen people had died 
and more than 400 had fallen 
31 since John Barr last opened 
his butcher’s shop for business, 
so twisting the lock on the door 
was no easy matter. *T didn’t 
sleep much last night,” be said. 
“I can’t say I'm happy to open 
up again; so many people have 
died. But let’s say Fm relieved.” 

Mr Barr’s shop in Wishaw, 
outside Glasgow, was dosed 
three months ago after the 
death of Harzy Shaw, aged 80, 
the first of IS people to succumb 
to the deadly effects of KcoU 
0157 bacteria poisoning. 

The butcher is facing a 
charge of culpable and reckless 
conduct over the supply of cold 
meats which caused illness, but 
no deaths, at an 18th birthday 
party. Bat environmental health 
officials gave him the all-dear 
to reopen yesterday after satis- 


fying themselves that bis shop 
presented no risk to the public. 

His staff of 30-plus - who be 
had continued to pay during the 
crisis —turned out in crisp white 
uniforms, smiling broadly as 
they brought out tray after tray 
of pristine meats. And, in line 
with the recommendations of 
Professor Hugh Pennington, 
the mterobiologist appointed to 
investigate the outbreak, there 
were now two counters; one for 
cooked and another for 
uncooked meats. 


“We have followed Professor 
Pennington's report to the letter 
and possibly even further than 
that to make sure that the pub- 
lic is 150 per cent safe.” said Mr 
Barr, a quietly-spoken man of 5 1 , 
weH-krved in the community but 
dearly deeply affected by what 
has happened. “There has been 
nothing to prove it came from 
here,” he said defensively. 

"The past three months have 
been a complete nightmare. 
There were times at the begin- 
ning when 1 thought 2 would nev- 


er reopen, but then 1 began to 
get the phone calls and more 
than 600 Liters and cards ctf sup- 
port from as far away as Australia 
and America. And then 1 began 
to wonder what would happen 
to my staff if I dosed, and 1 knew 
1 would have to uy again. ** 
Lawyers for the hundreds 
who fell ill said yesterday that 
they felt it was too soon for the 
butcher to reopen. Paul Sanloni, 
who is representing more than 
60, and Lucy Kennedy, who has 
more than 30 E.coIi clients, 


E. edi victim dies in Norfolk 


An elderly woman has died in 
a Norfolk hospital from E. coH 
food poisoning, a spokeswoman 
said yesterday. 

Alice Gburky, 67, died at the 
James Paget Hospital, Great 
\hrmouth, after a two-week 
straggle against the infection. 

The hospital spokeswoman 
emphasised that her death was 


believed to be a “totally isolat- 
ed incident”. 

The hospital bad launched a 
thorough investigation. 

The food poisoning outbreak 
has claimed 20 lives in Scotland 
over the last three months. 

David Hornsey; chief envi- 
ronmental officer for Great 
fimnonlh Borough Council, 


said an investigation had 
already been carried onL 
“The incubation period can 
be as long as 7 to 10 days or as 
little as three days. Her infec- 
tion was reported at the begin- 
ning of this month - so I can be 
quite confident that if there were 
any more cases, we would have 
beard about them by now” 


said Mr Burr’s prosecution 
should have come first. 

Bui, in Wishnw, they were in 
the minority. Most others were 
delighted that their favourite 
butcher had reopened. First 
through the door at 7 _3Uam was 
a 22-year-old microbiology stu- 
dent who bought two meat bri- 
dles - or pics - costing 88p. “My 
family have been coming hen: 
for years and we’re not going to 
stop now,” said David Goodwin. 

By 10am the shop was 
packed with customers and 
goodwill, with hackslapping and 
congratulations. Customers and 
stall were anxious to convey 
their condolences to the 
bereaved but, gradually, a car- 
nival atmosphere descended. 

Outride, six elderly women 
rounded a corner and, wearing 
sashes bearing the word “Con- 
gratulations", skipped down the 
road towards the shop singing 
a song they bad made up. It was 
terribly sung but the chorus 
went: “If yae’re no John Barr, 
then yae’re no use tae us_" 
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PRIME MINISTER ’S QUESTIONS 


SCORING THE EXCHANGES 



If BtelrtfwJgfit Major should (rave acted oo the ‘ 
r^nrt sfaesdK tie have uU so; tf not, he 
rnrgftt have astodatootamething else., to- Z 
stead he pureoed the same fatfe. 

Major pleaded fgiorance of Hairstftosen top*.' 

1 c, a Defence Setsd Commfttea peport on De- - 
fence Medical Services. He said .he hadrrt y$t 
read the report, hut tie "most certainly would"- 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


-'GuJfVfer Syndrome (Neil GfinanL Lab, Vtatttamstow; Sfex Sahriond, SNP, 
.Banff Bnd-BuehanjPatMjrAsfxtown and Blair]. V- ;. t 
^RiMfcatJpn of schoof tost results (BavM Congton, C, Cmytfan) . 

•The Army reserve (Tim Rathbone; C, Lewes) . ' 

■ThtBSL crfsisin Scotland iAndrew Welsh, S*P, Angus Easy 
> Dead stowaways arriving in New Holland and Imm Ingham (Mi chaef Brawn. 
(XjBHgg;ahd Cjeefhorpo]- 7 . 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


Did Malm accept the Defence Setoct Comrnttiee's report fri . Ks ertti ri srra of ■ 
Ih^rhedk^ prowsipn? "Of course we wifi examine foe report saki tte]tx.' 

1 Stair tben asted MaJor, if tie didn’t like what he read, wSo would take rs- 
sponsJbtttty? *1 suggest thrift Hon Gentleman waits rartftwe ter*e examined 
ft, of course we wilt,* said Majpc Bair dearly thought MjforsfauM have 
'read. the report, and have answers, but he devoted his tfibd qoestiort to a 
soundbite: “when does anyone In thte Government ever tate cespsisibifty : 

fcraryWng" 



Paddy Ashdown set out dearly There was an^nggntionar dark conv: 
the argument against the Government edy in MtchaeftBrown’s com? 
case on organophosphate use i n the plaint about stowaways: "arthough . 
Gulf war. causing Major kiltally to they are illegal Immigrants, they are : 
fumbte and thM to resort to angry - arriving dead and jasmahing needs to • 
bluster about scapegoats. he done shout it *= • 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


In tils anser at John Prescott's catedb, Maffr resorted to ah un- : 
partlamentary but evocative image “Thereg'a wwdtorthafe 1 - ■ 
believe It's hypocrisy. Madam Speaker'. as$ It's absolutely ... •• 
and It seeps, it seeps out of the Deputy Leader of the Labour 
FtoiV ' . i- .. ■ 



THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 



Gorato on GuHWto' Syndrome: “Doesn't tlft dedal of respcnsl- 

' arid SxtaipS 
of State for ■- 
was spot on?*-. 


bflity prove that .ttre Hon Member tor Old 
TSh Edward Heath’s] assessment of the 
-Defence (Michael Portillo] as *not 



THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


□ 


Congdon: “Does my Rt Hon. Friend agree! 
ot examination results has led to signti 
(teds in secondary schools? . . : Can my 
the House that the Government wiH do all ] 
tempts by Unions and the party opposite i 
tests?” 


at the publication 
1 In stae*--- . - 
1 'Friend assure 
1 to resisfaV r ‘‘ 
ermine these.' 
Iby Ban.Spmniflrs 



PofBng; TWo voters leaving Victoria Hall, Bebington, during the Wirral South by-election yesterday Photogaph: David Rose 


Child medicines fear 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Children are being prescribed 
hundreds of medicines which 
have never been properly test- 
ed or licensed for use on very 
young people, a cross-party 
committee of MPs said in a 
Commons report criticising the 
NHS for failing to cater mote 
for children's needs. 

Paediatricians are left having 
to guess child dosages as a per- 
centage of the adult dose, and 
some medicines which are giv- 


en to children - such as Vita- 
min K, given to babies at birth 
- are not licensed for humans. 

One medicine used on pre- 
mature babies to help them 
breathe has never been ap- 
proved and is not intended for 
children under three. 

The Commons Select Com- 
mittee on Health, chaired by 
former Conservative mmi-cter 
Marion Roe, said it was “as- 
tonished" to discover that med- 
icines tested and licensed for 
adults were given to children 
without proper checks. The 


MPs said the public would also 
be astonished at the discovery. 

Many medicines currently 
given to the children are ad- 
ministrated by a route, in a for- 
mulation, or m a dosage which 
has not been approved by the 
Medicines Control Agency. 

The Government has been 
aware of the lack of checks on 
children’s medicines since a 
working party report in De- 
cember 1995. 

Department of Health offi- 
cials said the situation was 

“clearly unsatisfactory”, but 
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pointed ont that the Medicines 
Control Agency had no evi- 
dence thar any children had suf- 
fered harm as a result of a lack 
of specific testing and licensing 
for children. 

Expressing deep concern, 
the MPs said: “In the absence 
of a satisfactoiy system of test- 
ing and licensing, we cannot 
know that this is die case, nor 
can we know of the minority of 
cases - possibly a very tiny mi- 
nority— where children have suf- 
fered actual harm from taking 
such medicines.’* 

Audrey Wise, a Labour 
member of the co mmi ttee said 
the MPs did not want parents 
to panic. “There is this ‘gu esti- 
mate* attitude 1 don’t think 
we would stand for that with 
adults,” ghft added 

Experts in child health said 
parents should not fear their 
children were at risk. 

The most commonly used 
medicines such as cough mix- 
tures and antibiotics are fully 
tested on children before being 
sold over the counter or pre- 
scribed. 

The committee has spent 
months investigating children’s 
health, and said it did not pro- 
duce a more comprehensive 
report because of the shortage 
of time before the general elec- 
tion. 

But its findings will put chil- 
dren’s health high on the agen- 
da for whichever party is 
returned to power. 


Aaronwitch 



Disgrace in favour 
as Labour riposte 



Been in the bathroom too tong? It s 
So, when ^ ” /moctinn nhOUt the VKUfflS of 


a competition among 

deliver it with most venom 


can 


’nri- 


9U, wucu uu . . .1 . ,« 

asked the Prime Minister a question 1 « 

Golf war syndrome, it was naturally a 
one in government is prepared to accept • h . 

"r^-biiitv' 7 ’ fie. to resign). Mr Major told him - »iinuui 

ssk«S 2 w; would & “xrsr/t 

victims, but that firet “we need 10 establish whal «.uuv.d UH- 

* -asr 

Labour MFs,fcmtMr Major looked to have ' wcathcrai iHl 
stoan. Esoerially since Tony Blair then asked about •» . 

tatunKissue - a Defence Select Committee 
report published that morning - on defence 1 medical 
sauces. This painted a picture of the armed forces 
returning to ihe days of bloody-aproned sawbones 
conductog alfresco amputations without anaesthetic. 

Theoretically this question was easier for the Prune 
Minister. He had not read the report, he told Mr Blair. 
He’d heard of it, sure, but he hadn’t actually read it. He 
would read it, of course he would. And when he had. wild 



responsibility?” Mr Blair should wait, replied the PM. 
unto the report had been read. But he was able to 
welcome the report’s endorsement of aspects of the _ 
Government’s policy. “But you said you hadn’t read it! . 
shouted Labour. “I haven’t read it!” Mr Major shouted 
ha/4c rattled. “It’s a disgrace!” replied Labour, happily. 

The degree of the Pm rattlement became apparent 
later when John Prescott interrupted a high-pitched 
Major peroration on the danger of trades unions, by 
failing out “wait till Wirral tonight!” “Wait till Wirral he 
says!” yelled the PM, his voice rising to glass-threatening 
pitch- “He doesn’t address the issue! He is steeped in 
hypocrisy!” “You’re a disgrace!” someone shouted back. 

The mood of chaotic despair spread from the leader to 
the led. In a contribution that testifies to the terrible 
c onfusion tha t happens when humanity meets Howard ism. 
Michael Brown (C, Brigg and Cleethorpes) raised the 
question of stowWays arriving at the port of lmmingham. 
Fleeing from Nigeria and Sierra Leone, many were 
suffering. He finished thus: “These people, an; travelling 
in dreadful conditions. Although the)' arc illegal 
immigrants they are arriving dead. And something needs 
to be done about it!” 

There was a moment of silence. Then, on Labour's 
front bench, Frank “Beaver” Dobson began to laugh - ar 
first surreptitiously like a naughty schoolboy, and then out 
loud, his tuny face becoming a nocturne in red and silver. 
And those behind him, for whom the words “immigrants” 
and “dreadful conditions”, usually conjure up one word 
only - “disgrace” - also began to giggle and some to 
guffaw. Yesterday - for Labour - everything was a hoot. 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 



Tebbit pours scorn on 
Heseltine the fixer 


Further evidence of the deep- 
seated personal detestation felt 
by leading Conservatives for 
their party colleagues was pro- 
videdyestorday by Lord Tebbit 
in a review of a book on 
Michael Heseltine. 

TOitingaf his former Cabinet 
colleague. Lord Tfebbit said: *Af 
times his conduct has been 
tasteless, factor if not dishon- 
ourable, and seif-centred beyond 
even the call of his profession.” 

In a review of Michael 
Crick’s new biography of the 
Deputy Prime Minister, he 
wrote in the Spectator. “The 
only thing for which Heseltine 
win be remembered, [is] the po- 
litical regicide which brought 
down our greatest post-war 
prime minister.” 

He said dial as an adolescent, 
Mr Heseltine tamed himself 
into a political missile, target- 
ed on the office of Prime Min- 
ister. “like a laser-guided 
weapon, once assigned to his 
mission, Heseltine has re- 
mained on track ever since.” 


But Lord Tfebbit took evident 
satisfaction from his conclusion, 
that the missile’s chances of hit- 
ting its target - Number 10 - 
were fast receding. “It is still on 
track but running out of fuel,” 
he said, “and the target is 


As for the book’s judgement. 
Lord Tebbit said: “Heseltine ap- 
pears as a man of no great po- 
litical insight, but a shrewd 
political operator, driven by 
ambition rather than idealism. 
Neither particularly left or right, 
a corpora tist and fixer by instinct 
and practice, he could never un- 
derstand Margaret Thatcher." 

Bathe also alleged that there 
was an inbuilt male-chauvinism 
at work, saying: “At the roots 
of his hostility to her is a macho 
streak which sees only a sub- 
servient role for women, how- 
ever talented, and a resentment 
that a woman achieved the 
supreme office which he covet- 
ed and which was denied him.” 
Balancing an essentially hos- 
tile verdrct on the Deputy Prime 

Minister, Lord Tebbit said that 

.... 
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would be wrong to forget Mr 
Heseltine's successes. “His es- 
tablishment of the Audit Com- 
mission, the creation of the 
Urban Development Corpora- 
tions and his successful cam- 
paign against CND [Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament] 
weigh heavily in his favour.” 
But his overall verdict is neg- 
ative. “Heseltine's laser-guided 
system can focus on only one tar- 
get at a time,” he said. “He is a 
supremely good one-full juggler, 
but a prime minister must keep 
a dozen or more balls in theair 
- and that he could not do.” 
The Toiy bile later spilt over 
to the left of the part)- wher Sir 
Nicholas Scott, a former min- 
ister, defended Mr Heseltine. 
saying Lord Tebbit had “gone 
over the top” and that he was 
longer regarded as “a serious 
player in the political field". 

As for Lord Tebbit’s charye of 
dishonourable conduct in pursuit 
of the leadership. Sir Nicholas 
told Radio 4’s Vic Hbrtd at 
One. “I don’t believe he has pur- 
sued that ambition in am- sort of 
underhand way. He his bwn 
open. He has been articulate.” 
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universities to 



Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

England's best performing 
universities will be “‘taxed" next 

year, in order to ban out then 
less successful neighbours, 
higher education funding chiefs 
revealed yesterday. 

The special measure, which 
is designed to help universities 
absorb any steep changes m 
funding, wm mean that high-fly- 
ing institutions, such asCfctford 
andUmveisity Cotter London, 
will have almost a million 
pounds each clawed bade from 
their teaching and research 
funding. 

A total of £12m will be di- 
verted to cushion other uni- 
versities, in cluding Exeter and 
Manchester, which are having 
to cope with funding cuts in 
1997-8 compared with 1996-7. 
Manchester has suffered be- 
cause it achieved particularly . 
wefl in previous years. 

The Higher Education Fund- 
ing Council for . England 
revealed the so-called “moder- 
ation" policy yesterday in its 
announcement of the distribu- 
tion of £3.4bn in government 
funding for the next academic ' 
year among 209 higher educa- 
tion instituti ons and further 
education colleges. 


HEFCEaims to protect uni- 
versities from the effects of a 
change in the formula used to 
calculate their funding, which 
has resulted m more money be- 
ing channelled towards those 
'riih top-class research, to the 
detriment of those with a be low- 
average performance. 

However, even after they 
have been capped, the high- 
flying universities are unlikely 
to be disappointed with their 
substantial grants. 

Oxford, which upped the 
research league table, w31 get 
over £83 m, while UCL will 
receive only slightly loss. 

Overall, the lump sum which 
has been allocated by the Gov- 
ernment for university funding 

has ham ffffw^ffrrth<»ng«t ara- 
demic year. The increase o£Z8 
pey cent in cash terms is rough- 
ly in line with inflation. 

However, i mh rergft y tcacbing 
unions and the Committee of 
Vice-Qianoeflois and Principals 
warned that there was still not 
enough money to go round. ... 

Professor Jack Simmons, the 
vice-chairman of the Associa- 
tion of University and College 
lecturers, said the settlement 
. efiectivelyineant a continuation 
of last, year’s cuts, when fund- 
ing was slashed by 2J percent 
in cash terms. 


Winners 


Percent ag e Losers 


Percentage 


Cranfieid University 
University Colege 
London 

University of York’ 
University of Oxford 
Imperial CoSege London 
Royal Hofcwvay, 
Urwerefty of London 

Gddsmfths 
University of Bath 
London School 
of Ebonomics 
UniversttyofSheffleJd ; 


103 ! University of Bcster minus 0£ 

. Aston Urfversrty minus CL5 
95 Queen Mary and 
IX . Westfield Cofege rranus 03 
75 Coventry University minus 01 
74 University of 

East An^ia ■ minus 01 

74 University of Kent minus 01 
73 Universityctf 

70 Manchester . minus.01 , 

University cf HuB 0 

6L9 University cfUverpod 0 

07 ..City Uhivtysity increase 01 


Tiro tabte shows the 10 Engfish universities with the highest 
percentage Increase h net grant in 1987-96 compared witfi 
1996-07 and the 10 with the greatest percentage ton or smalest 
increasa The ist excludes coOegss arxl institutes of higher 
education, and speenfist schools and institutions. 


He added: “We are disap- 
pointed but not surprised 
by this. This means that uni- 
versity funding will still be 2L5 
percent to3 percent down on 
what it was two years ago. 
Universities will continue to 
died staff." 

Professor Gareth Roberts. 
CVCP chairman, called the 
overall level of funding “gross- 
ly inadequate”, although he 
praised HEFCE's decision to 
concentrate money “where 
excellence is highest". 

The cruversities are also hav- 
ing to weather a two-year freeze 
in the level of tuition, fees paid 
by the Government for each 
student via the local education 
authorities. 

HEFCE's chief executive. 
Professor Brian Fender, de- 
nied that universities would 
suffer undpty under the latest 

m i inrf | rfa jming that ftw» 

latest settlement by the Gov- 
ernment, which was an im- 
provement on the previous 
year, had allowed the funding 
council to main rain gtHhility by 
phasing in change.. 

The distribution revealed a 
mixed picture, with no deaity 
distinguished categories of 
winners and losers. .' 

Under a new initiative being 
introduced fra: 1997-8, former ! 
polytechnics whose research 1 
performance is just too low to i 
attract funding will be encour- 
aged to collaborate with other, 
more successful, universities to 
bid for a share of a £1 6m fend- j 
ingpoL 

Oxford University’s vice- 
chanceDor, Dr Peter North, 
said that although Oxford 
welcomed its substantial grant, 
the need for a. jap on high- 
achieving umveiritles indicated 
that the policy of rewarding 
excellence in research was not 
working fully. ; . 

He said; ?lt points to the 
need for better funding overall 
for higher education.** 

Universities were pinning 
their hopes on Sir Ron Dear- 
rag’s inquiry into higher edu- 
cation, which is due to report in 
the summer, to win extra mon- 
ey for the sector, he said. 
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Faded glory: The eponymous dolphin statue In the square’s central gardens, where residents have a rare opportunity to meet Photograph: Brian Hams 

Life and death in Dolphin Square 


According to an official histo- 
ry of the she, Dolphin Square, 
a vast block of flats in Pimlico, 
central London, has been home 
to the “famous, infamous and 
the notorious". 

/ To that list can be added the 
tragic, after the death of the 
Conservative MP Iain Mills at 
his flat there and ihe inquest 
verdict this week that he died 
from acme alcohol poisoning. 

Outsiders may wonder at 
the revelation that the MP’s 
death , went unnoticed for two 
days in a block of 1,200 apart- 
ments, with around 3, 000 ten- 
ants and residents, all within a 
short taxi ride of theHouse of 
Commons! ' ,w f ' 

But for those who live in the 
1930s block, the largest of its 
kind in Europe, the lonely fate 
of the MP came as no surprise. 
One tenant told The Indepen- 
dent. “It comes as no shock, you 


IRA shave and daub girl, 16 


David McKittrfcfc 

Ireland Correspondent 

A 16-yeax-old Northern Ire- 
land gfcd yesterday recounted a 
terrifying experience, appar- 
ently at die hands of the IRA, 
in which up to five men punched 
her, hacked off her hair and 
poured paint over her. 

The incident, in Armagh city, 
was the latest example of the 
“punishment attacks" which 
both republican and loyalist 
groups carry out. 

- The attack happened as an 
attempted mortar attack on se- 
curity force patrols in the Falls 
Road area of Belfast was abort- 


ed by the IRA The alert was 
raised when a. telephone caller 
using a recognised IRA code- 
word warned that a device had 
been left near Andezsonstown 
RUCstation. 

After the device was made 
safe the RUCs west Belfast 
commander. Tan -Williamson, 
said : "I am angry (bat a rela- 
tively small number of people 
from Sinn Fem/DRA seem de- 
termined to prosecute what 
can ority described as apathet- 
ic, grubby, but lethallimewar." 

Meanwhile, last night the 
t erro r i s t group claimed, re- 
sponsibility for the murder of 
the soldier Stephen Restorick. 


The attack on the teenager 
was reminiscent of the tarring 
and feathering incidents in the 
early days of the troubles, when 
girls and women who associat- 
ed with soldiers were branded 
“soldier dolls” by the ERA 

The teenager, Judith Boylan, 
yesterday spoke of her ordeal in 
a BBC interview. She said: *T( 
was my first night working in a 
taxi office. I was sitting there 
with my sister and two masked 
men came running in, pulled the 
counter away, grabbedme by the 
haft, threw me off the chair and 
traded me out by the leg and 
hair into a taxi they had stolen. 

■T thought I was going to die. 


I didn’t know where they were 
taking me to, 1 thought they 
were just going to beat me and 
leave me somewhere. They cov- 
ered my nose, and mourn and 
put my bead down so I couldn't 
see. I asked why they were do- 
ing it to me: they didn't answer 
me, they told me to shut up, hit 
me in the face and head and 
turned my head away. 

. “They got me out and one 
of them had me by the arms. 
The other man came back with 
paint and tope and tied my arms 
to a pole. One man took scissors 
out and started cutting my hair, 
then started throwing paint 
round me.” 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Four, haemophiliac boys yes- 
terday lost thmr fight in the High 
Court to iiy to force Health au- 
thorities to. fend treatment 
which is generally considered 
most effective by doctors. 

The judge, Mr Justice Jbwitt, 
rejected claims by the families 
of the boys that three North 
West health authorities had 
unlawfully imposed a blanket 


ban on funding treatment with 
an expensive blood-clotting 
agent because of the cost. 

In whal was beEeved to be the 
first case of its kind, the boys 
were taking action against three 
health authorities after they 
decided that they would no 
longer be treated with a purer, 
artificial form of the dotting 
agent Factor VIII, but a cheap- 


carries a higher risk of viral 
infection. - 


The judge said he could see 
“no useful purpose" in granti- 
ng the families permission to 


ng the families permission to 
challenge the decisions by 
South Lancashire, East Lan- 
cashire, and Bury and Rochdale 
health authorities. He said the 
authorities were entitled to 
adopt certain policies - and the 
parents would only have an ar- 
guable case if they could show 
the authorities had faded to con- 
sider whether their children 
had “special needs". 


Ann Alexander, a solicitor 
represen ting, one of the families, 
said after the hearing: “We 
have lost the battle bnt won the 
war. The judge refused us leave 
to proceed to judicial review but 
made It quite dear that he ac- 
cepts that families can go along 
to the health authorities and ex- 
press individual grounds which 
would justify haying this treat- 
ment. If they can ju&zfy that their 
case is special (hen the health au- 
thority must listen to them." 


Daily poem 

■ BhieFifms 

By Geoffrey Holloway . ^ 

.. 1 ®.' ■■■•■-. ■ 

' TTiese afictonadas so dramaticalty at it - _ 

angBm theirearrots, their bossy boobs, 
twit^ngjmitic nipples, wpir^ton^onbviffie-. 

braves 

qumng the beasprings. scalping each ocher’s jnoans - 
'> from f&H'Ty to head-squirmed suffocating climax . 
wmm do they tive, apart firm this? 

;y Vlfodothtynewshowttermtf 

- pa&-ttvmphant coasting its quiet level 

■: surrendered skis, no wrepfyffWtomipresyr 

■ Never die mindful details that make to*- 
^ibig ihewe^ to [gripped dbows, 
sorting the duvet so that feet aren V cold,. 

dpo£Mngfifrffteedges,squeei^a^e^tlagh, 

&^lh£dpvet^^ 

■ Born in 1918, Geoffrey Holloway served as a paraebnstist in 
therfD-Day' landings and later worked as a psydnatnc social 
w3Er feme Lake District He has published 11 collections, 
ajfpambard has now issued And Bfty Not7, his 

- jMs 1972-94 (from which Blue F3ms comes), ft ^available tom 
' - Ctmbard Press, 4 Mitchell Avenue, Jesmond, Newcastle upon 
jBhe NE2 3 LA price £7.99. 


MPs’ motion calls 
for cloning inquiry 


Colin Brown 

anti diaries Arthur 

A cross-party group of 40 MPs 
last night tabled a Commons 
motion calling for an investiga- 
tion into dotting to be carried 
oiit following international 
alarm at the discovery of the 
technique in Britain. 

„• The group, led by Bill Cash, 
"a seniorTbiy backbench MP, ia- 
cfedes former ministers. Labour 
MPs mid liberal Democrats. 
The the motion calls for an ad 
hoc committee of MPs to cany 
out the investigation. 

“A inquity is needed m the in- 
terests of our constituents arid 
the nation as a whole. It is crys- 
tal dear that what is being done 
is being monitored by sden&ta. 
They are not elected and these 
questions are so important that 


the issues have to be thorough- 
ly investigated by lay people, 
withlhefarisbrcxigbtoutonthe 
table, not kept behind dosed 
doors," Mr Cash said. 

The possibility of the cloning 
of huma ns topped the agenda at 
the first meeting yesterday of the 
Human Genetics Advisory 
Coamfissian.' Bat (he nine mem- 
bers decided only to check that 
wasting UK laws are adequate 
to pfevenx h happening here. 

Cloning of human embryos by 
nuclear transfer - the tech- 
nique used to produce DoDy the 
sheep - is already expressly for- 
bidden by die 1990 Human Fer- 
tilisation and Embtyology Act. 

Sir CtiHn CampbelL the com- 
‘ rnrsfflnn’ s chairman, said “There 
is no doubt that genetics will 
continue to be a major issue." 

Leodhq^aztide, page 17 


Michael Streeter on the block of 
flats that has been home to the 
famous, infamous and notorious 


can lead a very solitary, almost 
reclusive, life here. The corridora 
are very private." He added: “I 
only see one of my neighbours 
about once every four months." 

The former liberal leader Sir 
David Sleek a long-time tenant, 
and one of 50 MPs who take ad- 
vantage of the Square's prox- 
imity to Parliament, is also un- 
sbodeed. “It’s very much a place 
where you keep yourself to 
yourself; I can quite under- 
stand how it happens that no 
one noticed be was missing for 
a couple of days.” 

The Square, which is run by 
a trust, has a rather faded air; 
with its dolphin statue fountain 


in the central gardens. Keep 
Quiet signs and park benches, 
it reminds visitors of a slightly 
run-down council park and 
buddings- One almost expects 
to hear a brass band striking up 
on summer afternoons. 

Rut of its fame comes sim- 
ply from its ability to attract the 
famous and influential Apart 
from MPs - who include 
Labour’s heritage spokesman, 
■ Jack Cunningham - there are 
numerous Lords, generals and 
senior civil servants who relish 
its location. Among the more 
notorious former guests are 
Christine Keeler, Mandv Rice- 
Davies and the spy John VassalL 



lam Mills: MP’s death went 
unnoticed for two days 

Charles de Gaulle stayed there 
during the last war as leader of 
ihe Free French, while many 
entertainers, m of ihe Crazy- 
Gang, for example, have lived 
there. 

Another attraction for resi- 


dcnis has been the relatively Inn- 
rents. especially for those' who 
have slaved long-term. One 
resident told The beUpcnJctu he 
pays £4,(KM) a year tor a large 
one-bedroom flat, well below 
the normal market rates for 
Pimlico. However, he claims the 
old ethos of giving flats to those 
who worked in the Westminster 
area, had important jobs ;ind 
were desperate for accommo- 
dation has been rqvlaccd by the 
a quest for higher income'. 

“If a new tenant bad mv flat 
now it would cost them £9,500 
a year. It's all about who pays 
the most." 

But the biggest menace, said 
one male resident, is the preva- 
lence of elderly female residents 
who monopolise Ihe garden 
benches. 

“If you say hello to them, 
that' s it. you'll never get away. 
God bless them." he said. 


Unique wrap around design 
prorides 40% more protection 
them other sunglasses. 


Wear alone, with contacts 
or over regular glasses. 
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We all know foot we rrtust protect our skin if we spend lots 
of time in ihe sun. Yet apart from ike use of conventional 
sunglasses which offer only limited protection, we tend lo leave 
our eyes and their sensitive tissue relatively unprotected. 
SolarShields with their wraparound design are one of the 
fastest growing styles around and offer maximum UV and 
glare protection - 40% more than conventional sunglasses. 
Dark grey, with optical aualily lenses, 
SolarShields are scratch ana impact resistant, 
making them ideal for sport os well as 
sunbathing. With the polarised option 
featured above, gbre from 
reflective surfaces such as snow or 
water is eliminated. Designed to 
fit all sizes, you can even wear 
these aver yoor ordinary 
glasses saving you £££'s on 
prescription sunglasses. 


SolarShields are laboratory tested to exceed USA, NASI and 
FDA standards, making them the Nol best selling protective 
sunglasses. Recommended by leading ophthalmologists 
worldwide. No wonder sales now exceed 30 million pairs. 
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Impact resistant 
New wrap around design 
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Bock Guarantee of Satisfaction. 


Nol 

noncnvE 

SUNGLASSES 
0ver30Uifion 
SoU Worldwide! 


So 



01274 6911 


{ Complete and post today to: Prospect Mail Order, Crown Point Mills, Wyte, Bradford BD12 9QD. 


UP TO £20 


Buy more than one pair for yourself or 
perhaps for o friend ond you con 
SAVE UP TO £20 


| SEE ORDER FORM FOR DETAILS | 



QMMnl 

1 

7 

3 : 


i j POiAMSEP | 3 | I».« | E2.W | PEW 

I I mdosa my dieqofl/PO tor £ mods 

■ payable to Pimped Mud Order. Or phase debit ray Acans/Yno E5 7*? 

I Cord No. I J T 1 

{ Mr/Mrs/Mto/Ms 

| Address 

I Postcode i 


_ Sow £5.90 
_ Sow Cl 2.80 

~~ Sow C7.90 

tend Order Value E 


Expiry Aita 


Ticfcnantar 

1 

1 

1 




1 


l 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


ar j t taw d km jl top fa Mmi Bn fa 16454 M. hrio n fi« nbri «y»hji ogi ta Mite ye] 

Pra** Ital Onto Ud. Cmea r*t Mft, Wjta, MM Mil KB. 


ji®8 j 












AiPlFlglhlF WAY 



8 


FE1DAY 28 FEBRUARY 1997 * THE INDEPENDENT 


news 


Medical cuts could 


Do you realise that yourj 
bank could be charging you 
up to 30 times more 
than Abbey National would 
for your overdraft? 
If you're interested in 
saving money, take a closer 
look at Abbey National 
and we think that you'll see 
we have a fresher 
view of banking. Low cost 
overdrafts are just 
one of the features that 
save you money at 
Abbey National. What's' 
more, so that the transfer] 
from your old bank runs 
smoothly, new customers 
can enjoy an interes 
free overdraft for fourl 
months. If you're thinking 
of moving your account jus 
pop into your nearest branch 
or call us for your free 
information pack and video 
quoting reference ACC/13 


ABBEY NATIONAL 

BARCLAYS 

LLOYDS 

NAT VEST 

TSB 


Apprond 
Monthly 
Overdraft Fee 

£(T 

£5 

£8 

£9 

£6 


Approved tostqf a £280 Authorised' 
Overdraft Rata Over&qftfdrS dayseoch 


APR 

U\9 % 
18.8% 
18.8% 
18.9% 
18.8% 


■failfi anr a year 

£3.70 


£65.67 
£ 101.67 
£113.70 
£77.67 


‘Souto: The Research Department Ltd All HruncJal Information is checked for accuracy on a wwlJy bask. 
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stymie defence plan 

Nicholas Soames. die armed 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Government cuts to medical 
support for the British Armed 
Forces could frustrate current 
plans for the military. 

Since 1990, the number of 
medical support employees has 
fallen from 9,461 to 6,946, and 
further cuts are planned. 

The all-party House of Com- 
mons Defence Select Commit- 
tee said in a report published 
yesterday that lack of military 
medics could destroy the rea- 
soning behind the Front-Line 
First Defence Costs Study, leav- 
ing defence forces paralysed by 
lack of back up. . 

Two weeks ago, the MoD 
published the first British De- 
fence Doctrine, and last week 
announced plans to reinforce 
quick-reaction forces as part of 
the shift in military planning 


from a “continental" to an 
"expeditionary” strategy. 

But the committee report 
said unless the plans to reduce 
medical support were reversed, 
the number of British troops sent 
to any crisis situation would be 
limited by the number of medics 
available to tend the casualties. 

The report was uncompro- 
mising. “We Fear that the ma- 
jor reductions in the defence 
medical services will reduce 
the ability of the UK to gener- 
ate military medical support for 
the front ike in the event of se- 
rious hostilities short of all-out 
war." it said. And, in a bitter at- 
tack on the Government it goes 
on: “The committee can see no 
better example of the Defence 
Costs Study failing to enhance 
front-line capability." 

The report adds; "The De- 
fence Medical Services are not 
sufficient to provide proper sup- 


port to the front line in all re- 
alistic scenarios and show little 
prospect of being able to do so 
in the future. " Therefore, “a 
choice would hove to be made 
between sending troops without 
proper medical support or only 
sending the limited number of 
troops who could be supported". 

Bruce George, a Labour 
member of the committee, said: 
“This is one of the most devas- 
tating reports ever produced by 
the committee. It highlights 
the near-destruction of our 
medical services, all in the name 
of alleged ‘efficiency’." Mr 
George linked the failure of a 
division within the Surgeon- 
General’s area in the MoD to 
provide accurate information 
about the use of organophos- 
phate pesticides in the Gulf 
with the lack of spending and 
low morale in the Defence 
Medical Services, a charge 


forces minister, denies. 

The report noted that “the 
prime purpose of the Defence 
Medical Services is to train 
medical staff for war’ . Peace- 
time would not provide enough 
cases to keep doctors and nurs- 
es occupied. However, leading 
mili tary thinkers believe the 
distinction between "wartime" 
and “peacetime" is increasing- 
ly meaningless in a world where 
one third of the British .Army is 
on active service, preparing to 
go or recovering. 

“We conclude that ... the De- 
fence Medical Services ore not 
sufficient to provide proper 
support to the front line in all 
realistic planning scenarios and 
little prospect of being able to 
do so in the future. "" 

Defence Committee. Third re- 
port, Defence Medical Services. 
(HMSO). £12.50 



Congratulations: A model presenting Sonja Nuttall {left) with flowers yesterday morning after the successful 
showing of the fashion designer's new collection in an icy loading bay at Selfridges, on Oxford Street London 


Sonja’s chilly show gets a warm 
welcome in new fashion climate 
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Tamsm Blanchard 

Fashion Editor 


When Sonja Nultull showed 
her first collection on the Lon- 
don catwalks in 1993. she was 
hailed as one of a new genera- 
tion of rising stars. 

AfLer just two years, the St 
Martin's graduate from Liver- 
pool had built up stockists 
including Pcllicano. Jones. Har- 
vey Nichols and Liberty. Busi- 
ness appeared to be going well, 
although us a small designer, she 
suffered the usual problems of 
cash flow, manufacturing hitch- 
es and unreliable deliveiy. 

Alter her third collection in 
March 1 9^5, she decided to take 
a break from the catwalk, a riskv 
move in an industry that is fa- 
mously fickle and moves on to 
the next big thing as soon as 
there is a gap on the rails. 

But yesterday morning. Nut- 
tali stepped out once again, and 
showed her new collection in an 
icy loading hay, at Sclfridges on 


Oxford Street in London. “I last 
slept 24 hours ago." she said af- 
ter the show which was given a 
warm reception by press and, 
more importantly, buyers and 
representatives from Marks & 
Spencer. 

Clinton Silver, chairman of the 
British Fashion Council, who 
watched the show wrapped in a 
silver survival blanket, had giv- 
en a personal donation to sup- 
port the 32-year-old designer. 

Since her last collection. Nut- 
tall has been building a new side 
to her business, hiring out her 
services as a consultant. The bulk 
of her lime has been spent work- 
ing with the Irish company 
Peterson, purveyors of hand- 
crafted tobacco pipes. It is an un- 
likely combination, but Nuttall 
developed a line of luxurious 
travel boxes, lies, gentlemen’s 
smoking jackets and pyjamas. 
She also kept up deliveries of 
capsule collections for the Japan- 
ese store Iwnya. 

On top of that, sht 


two days a week at Central St 
Martin’s. 

The ZD-minute catwalk show 
yesterday also served as a show- 
case to prospective clients who 
might be interested in tapping 
NuttaJJ's talents to develop their 
uwn products. Increasingly, wise 
designers are Unking up with 
mass-market retailers, pulling an 
end to the days when the high 
street merely copied catwalk 
designs. Now they use designer 
expertise first-hand. Marks & 
Spencer already works with 
Tanya Same from Ghost and the 
bag designer Orla Kiely on 
accessories, while Burton has 
'deals with designers including 
Cements Ribciro for Dorothy 
Perkins. Jasper Conran, Philip 
Ucacy, and Lulu Guinness Tor 
Debt n hams. Paul Frith consults 
for BhS. A consultancy can be 
worth up to £60,000. 

Nuitall's own consultancy 
work has alluwed her to employ 
two full-time members of staff, 
and to put together her mast ac- 


complished. focused collection 
to date - a commercial hit. 

Those who saw the show were 
impressed and there was talk of 
a "young Jil Sander" amona ex- 
cited buyers. She mav still be a 
young label, but the' clothes - 
Classic tailored masculine suits, 
chalk-stripe coats, luxurious 
knitwear, and simple jersey 
dresses - were modern classics- 
desirahlc. wearable, fiauerina 
and devoid of gimmicks. 

Nuttall has a sense of what h 
commercial and what consti- 
tutes strong design. Her |,.,nu- 
term plan to develop consultancy 
work alongside her own label is 
the way forward for an v scnsihl.- 
young British designer. 

“My ideal situation would lv 
to have my own collection as 
well as two consultancies." q h.. 
said. “Thank God for hackers 
and investors, but it's ncVct 
easy." She may still h , Vc a 
Struggle on her hands, bv. ihk 
time, Sonja Nuttall* fu t . urv 
looks secure. ____ ^ 
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vvith 2 Mb EDO RAM 

• 1 o bit sou no piaster compatible 
sound cafd • 33.6 DSVD tax/modern 

S* 15" monitor O 7 scftv-'are titles including 

4 dedicated MMX '•• technoloay titles. Mode! PI 66 


BUY NOW PAY 12 

MONTHS LATER T 

NEW 

£ I6M* 

INCLUDES 7 SOFTWARE TITLES | 


TOP BRAND 


PRINTEI 
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| LEXMARK 

I COLOUR INKJET PRINTER - 
I • 'Jo to J paqes per mtnule 
I • 600 • 300 dpi p«rc quafnv 

I * 100 poga U>oel letter 
• incsudn Lexmark tvartehop CD 
Model tn» 

ivas C 179.99 sate £159 99 


SIjJ SrfWC 

£40 




MULTIMEDIA PC/PRINTER PACKAGE 
FROM ONLY £2 9.99 PER MONTH 


■ Buy the PC you need today and spread the cost by making a monthly payment that best suits your 
budget These examples show what the monthly payment would be when spread across a 36 month 

period. (Interest will be charged at 19.9% APR, variable). Subject to acceptance. 
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PC/PRINTER PACKAGE 


COWHODORE PI 66 




£^9.99 £180.84 £29.99 36 months 


£1049.99 I £121.59 £33.99 | 36 months 


£1299^9 £207.70 £3 


36 months 


£1349.99 £257.70 £39.99 I 36 months 


£147929’. £251.13 £44.99 | 36 months 


£1699.99 £334.56 £49.99 36 months 


TOTAL AMOUNT 

■■r-Ps&Amm . 


£1260.48 


£134&23 ■ 


£1647^4 


£1697^4 


£1870.77 


£2134.20 
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HEWLETT PACKARD 

COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Up to 3 papas per rmnuiB 

• 600 x 300 dpi print quafety m 

• 50 page shwt feeder £ 

• Exclusive software bundte: m 

Print Shop Deluxe & L^st 

Model DJ400 


EXCLUSIVE 
TO 

COMET 







EPSON STYLUS COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Up to 4 pages per minute cotou 

• 1440 dpi resolution 

• IBM and Macoompatftite 

• Butt-in ‘on-Bne' help facility 
Model 600 


mi NEW 






COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Up to 4.5 pages per minute 

• 720 x 360 dpt print quality 

• 100 page sheet feeder 

• Dual cartridge printin g 
Model BJC 4100 
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PRES5 WORKS) 

\Z0SOFTMKl 


^LAIM MONEY BACK 
5-YEAR WARRANTY 


A sngb premium pG^rmentgucranteesfiveyeon 
comprehenave exover against product breakdown. 
If, after five years, you've made no dah^ you can get 
oi your wamsity money back in fill. Ask in store for 
fuldetads. 


FREE MULTIMEDIA 
HELPLINE 


When you buy any PC or printer at Comet you^ be abb 
to cxJ our Helpfane fw just iKe charge of a normal cdL 
Produced in ossodaHon with S o ftbonlc- P SQyUgve you 
a8 the advice you need for up to five years when you 
buy a 5yecr extended wu realty, Even subsequent 
peripheral or prnler purdioses wfi be oovemd. 


LATEST UPDATED PRICES 


MOST STOKES OPEH SUNDAY & UNTIL 8PM WEEKDAYS. RING FRB ON 0500 425 425 Tplptnut CHAP 41 

FOR DE1AR& Of TOOK NEAREST MUI3IMBHA COMPUTER CENTRE iCiCIKnr %H.t Mil 

■ II ii nil I mil ^1 nrn — m* nB**a.!*.W*. Im 

C^HBlfW»<TMaroWr«irlWl. I »mi Ccm. Cap PIC. Gwa» EW HlAtti^iAnMJinrilunrllljaV HaD.'.(nM Be lonnumnin tn KJ™ on. u «n.C < 


Check the Comet Price index, it's your guide 
to the lowest prices around on over 150 
of our best selling products. Available on 

TeletBKt CM P.425 
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read to your children 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Parents should read with their 
children for 20 minutes each 
night. Labour said yesterday. 

David BlunketL Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman, said that a 
story before bedtime could lead 
to educational success as well as 
being a special moment for par- 
ents and children. 

A Labour government would, 
he said, include the advice in na- 
tional guidance on homework 
for all 7- to 11-year-olds as part 
of a reading revolution. 

And it would encourage par- 
ents nf children as young as 
eight - ionths to share books and 
nursery rhymes with them. 

The proposal for national 
guidance on parental reading is 
put forward in a report from the 
party's literacy task force, pub- 
lished yesterday. 

Labour said that it will accept 
the report's recommendations 


that SO per cent of all 1 1-year- 
olds should reach the expected 
standard in reading by 2001 and 
that all should do so after 10 
years. Just 400 out of 20,000 
primary schools reach the target 
at presenL 

“Very often the best home- 
work is simply for the parent or 
someone else from home spend- 
ing 20 minutes each day read- 
ing with the child or hearing him 
or her read," Mr Blanket! said. 

He quoted the Booksiart 
project in Birmingham in which 
health visitors give a book-pack 
to mothers at the child's eight- 
month hearing tesL The pack 
includes a book, postcr,.rhyme 
card, library card and informa- 
tion on local libraries. 

Head teachers' leaders at the 
conference to launch the report 
in London were sceptical both 
about the literacy targets and the 
costings laid down in the report. 

Professor Michael Barber, 
head of the Literacy Task Force 


which produced the report, 
says the retraining of all primary 
teachers to teach reading using 
methods proved to be success- 
ful would cost £20m for each of 
four years and could be redi- 
rected from existing budgets. 

There would be national rec- 
ommendations to teachers oh 
how to leadi reading. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, welcomed the 

report as “inspirational" but 

added: “We think it’s wholly un- 
realistic to believe that existing 
budgets can take the strain. 
Labour will have to put more 
money into training.’' 

Mr Hart queried whether the 
target of 100 per cent of 11 -year- 
olds reaching the expected lev- 
el in reading was achievable. “I 
don’t think even 95 per cent is 
achievable, (hough 80 per cent 
by 2001 is Lough but achievable.” 

However, the report points to 
literacy programmes in the 


United States and in Australia 
which have succeeded with 
nearly all children. From 1999 
there wQl be on-the-spot checks 
by inspectors to ensure that the 
scheme is working property. 

The report foreshadows a 
much slimmer national cur- 
riculum with a new emphasis on 
the bases including a literacy 
hour every day in all primary 
schools. It suggests that teach- 
ers should have greater discre- 
tion in other subjects when the 
curriculum is revised in 2000. 

Mr Blunkett said: “It is a dis- 
grace that over the last 18 years 
the Tories have failed to put in 

E l ace a strategic plan to raise 
teracy standards." 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, 
pointed to government initia- 
tives on teacher tr aining and 
literacy. She said: “The work is 
all being done through Con- 
servative policies which Labour 
has opposed." 
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Sun-lover: The pearl-bordered frttfllary, which breeds jn-wDocBand' clearings and on rough grassy slopes where violets 
are plentiful,' is In drastic decline and, without support^ could (fisappear from most regions within 25 years 
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Child prostitution doesn't just happen abroad. Every day in Britain, children as young as ten are being forced to 
sell themselves for sex. Our streetwork and refuge programme is dedicated to helping them escape from this 
nightmare. But we desperately need your help. Please make a donation and help us take them off the street. 
After al! r wouldn't you rather they got your money than somebody else's? Call 0345 22 45 67. 

Chir r.- P.o-3. No. 


The Children’s Societ y 



ICI becomes the 
butterflies’ friend 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The chemicals giant ICI yes- 
terday became the first corpo- 
rate sponsor of two highly 
endangered British butterfly 
species under an initiative to res- 
cue 1 16 threatened native plant 
and animal species. 

The scheme was launched 
last year as a joint effort be- 
tween the Government and the 
country’s leading wildlife char- 
ities. Signing up commercial 
“champions" who will provide 
money to fund rescue plans for 
individual species is taking 

has chosen to backftbe 
large bhre ’butterfly and the 
pearl-bordered frihUary with 
£110,000 spread over two years. 
The money wiD pay for work in 
the field by Butterfly Conser- 
vation, a charily. 

The lakgeblue is a pretty but- 
terfly with a savage hfe-cyrie. Its 
caterpillars mimic the grubs of 
one species of red ant, which is 
fooled into carrying the butterfly 
larvae into its nest. 

Once inside the caterpillar 
eats all the soft, small ant grubs, 
using huge jaws which burst 
them open. Then, having wiped 


out most or all of the nest’s in- 
habitants, it turns into a 
chrysalis. The adult butterfly 
only lives for a few days, during 
which the females mate and lay 
their eggya on thyme plants. 

Never common in Britain, the 
large blue declined rapidly dur- 
ing thk century and by 1979 had 
become extinct here. This was 
because populations of the red 
ant on which it depends on were 
also declining, due to changes 
in farming practices. 

But conservationists now 
know how to manage land in a 
way which boosts the ant's pop- 
ulation. Like the sun-loving 
pearl-bordered fritillary, it needs 
plenty of warmth and it finds this 
on heavily grazed, south-facing 
slopes. The large blue has now 
been successfully reintroduced at 
a few secret locations in the West 
Country, and the rescue ptan 
aims to build op its population 
and the number of colonies. 

■ The Independent and the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) have published an . il- 
lustrated paperback on Britain’s 
‘ endangered wildlife and the 1 16 
rescue plans. Going, Going. Gone 
is available from PO Box 550, 
Markyate. Hem AL3 8QP for 
- £6 JO, of which £1 goes to WWF. 




Blood thirsty: The large blue, whose delicate appearance 
belies its larval stage, has been reintroduced to Britain 


NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

Results of Voting on Conversion Resolutions 

The following are the results of the voting on the Investing 
Members" Special Resolution and the Borrowing Members’ 
Resolution at the Special General Meeting of the Society held 
on 24th February 1997 at tire Sheffield Arena, as reported bv 
the Scrutineers. KPMG. 

Investing Members' Special Resolution to transfer the whole of 
the business of Halifax Building Society to Halifax pic in 
accordance with the terms of the- Transfer Agreement dated 
20th December 199ti (and which took effect on 1 m J anuary 1997 ). 

a) 1. Total number of eligible votes cast 5.260,694 

2. In favour of the Special Resolution 5,152,776 

3. Against the Special Resolution - 107,918 

4. 97.9% of the eligible votes cast -were cast in 
favour of the Special Resolution 

b) 1. Total number of investing members entitled 

to vote on the Special Resolution 6,935,274 

2. 74.1% of all the investing members who wen 
entitled to vote voted for the Special Resolution 

Borrowing Members' Resolution to transfer the whole of the 
business of Ha li fax Building Society to Halifax pic in aocordtince 
with the terms of the Transfer Agreement dated 20th 
December 1996 (and which took effect on 1st January 1997). 

a) 1. Tool number, of eligible votes cast 1,561,386 

2. In favour of the Borrowing 

- Members" Resolution 1,517,083 

3. Against the Borrowing Members' Resolution 44,303 

4. 97.2% of the eligible votes cast were cast hi 
favour of tile Borrowing Members' Resolution 

bl 1. Total number of borrowing members entitled to 

■vote on the Borrowing Members'. Resolution 2,294,35s 
2. 66.1% or all die borrowing members who were entitled 
to vote voted for the Borrowing Members’ Resolution 

Halifax Building Society has now applied to the Building 
Societies Commission for confirmation of the transfer of 
business to Halifax pic. 


HALmt BULDMG SOCETY, TRMTY RGAD, HAUFJUC. WEST YOHK5HRE HX1 2MJ. 
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international 


Yeltsin 



over penal 



Ptiil Reeves 

Moscow 


As be attempts another come- - 
back after eight months of -ill- 
ness, Boris Yeltsin has made- ;', 
dear be is against any changes-. 
to the 1993 Russian constftutkji^ 
the document which enshrines - 
his spectator powei&of office: • 

He believes his country isnot 
ready_ for such momentous' 
move^as it muddles 
painfully and perilously towards" 
a free-market system -.and ' 
democracy. So why* hk: critic^- 1 
ask, does he flout it? ' " ' ■ 

Article 22 states that “no one 
may be subject to torture, vio- 
lence, or any other harsh or hu- 
miliating treatment or punish- 
ment" A fine enough principle, 
but one which many of the 
multitude - more than one mil- 
lion people - languishing in 
Russia's prisons would regard 
as hot air. 

After a two-month investi- 
gation. a presidential human 
rights co mmis sion has produced 
a report which cites a litany of 
appalling malpractices in the pe- 
nal system, including beatings 
and torture. 

Among the victims arc the oc- 
cupants of filthy and over- 
crowded remand prisons, who 
can -by a decree passed by Mr 
Yeltsin in 1994 - oe held for 30 
days without charge. Some of 
those charged then await trial 
for up to five years, says the 
commission, an advisory body. 

The claims will add to 
mounting concern over Rusaa"s 
failure to comply with its com- 
mitments to the Council of Eu- 
; rope, which it joined exactly a 
■ year ago. lb mark the anniver- 
sary, Human Rights Watch/ 
Helsinki will today unveil a re- 
view of Russia's performance as 
a new council member which 
states that Russia “has made lit- 
tle progress in fulfilling its new 
obligations and ... in some cas- 
es flagrantly violated" them. 


. Udtesalonglistofviokiiioas,' 
including attacks on citizens in 
Chechnya, executions Owhich 
continued until last August,* 
and a general failure to address 
’.‘Hong-standing abuses, such as 
appajliog and even “tortuous" 
prison conditions, and police 
-brutality. . ’ ’ 

^ “Responsibility for human 
ngfrtsviola lions lies squarely on 
-ueshoulders of the government 
.of -the Russian .Federation," 
says, the Helsinki group, al- 
though it expresses “concern" 
Ibat the Council of Europe has 
not always-used “maximum in- 
fluence” to secure human rights 
improvements in Russia, and of- 
fered Moscow membership 
without extracting pledges that 
it would clean up its act. 

If its findings on the Russian 
penal system are a guide, the 
presidential human rights com- 
mission would agree. It says in- 
mates are regularly beaten, 
tortured, and bave confessions 
forced out of them by guards. 

The co mmiss ion underscored 
its findings with a statement yes- 
terday saying “neither domestic 
nor international standards" of 
holding people under investi- 
gation and convicts are complied 

with. This also called on the 
Russian lower house of parlia- 
ment, the Duma, to amnesty 
pension-age convicts, women 
with children, and minors. 

Russian has by for the high- 
est percentage of detainees in 
Europe, with 694 people in jail 
for every 100,000 citizens - 
nearly seven times the rate in 
Britain (99). By contrast, the 
Ukraine has 392, Spain 122 
and Germany 81. 

Whether this groundswell of 
concern will produce any results 
is unclear. Russia, angered by 
Nato expansion, is in no mood 
to be lectured by the West, over 
its failure to comply with the 
Council of Europe commit- 
ments. whether it be through 
abuses in prisons or elsewhere. 



Gaullists 

close 

ranks 

over 

detective 


John Lichfield 
Paris 


In reflective mood: Vuk Draskovic, one of the troika of Serb opposition leaders, taking a break during their visit to Britain Photograph: Brian Harris 

Serb opposition in talks with Rif kind 


Steve Crawshaw 


They came, they met the minister, and 
they went home again. With that, the 
troika of Serbian opposition leaden: 
could feel more or less satisfied. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, gave little concrete support dur- 
ing the Serbs’ two-day trip to the United 
Kingdom. But the very fact that the 
British government had invited the 
three to London represented progress. 

Until a few months ago, Britain was 
still bizarrely insisting that Slobodan 
Milosevic, the Serbian president, was “a 
partner for peace" in the Balkans. Now, 
that has changed. Already, Serbian op- 
position leader^ have been invited to 
meet the foreign 'ministers of Italy, 
France and Germany in recent weeks. 
Now, it is Britain’s turn. As Mr Rifkind 
said: “The crucial requirement is that 
Serbia should be able lb enjoy the 


same political freedoms, the same hu- 
man rights, and the same liberty as the 
rest of Europe is now able to enjoy." 

The troika remains s motley crowd - 
Vuk Draskovic, with his prophet’s beard 
and declared support for restoring the 
monarchy, Zoran Djjndjic, now suave- 
ly Western despite his past declarations 
of solidarity with Radovan Karadzic and 
the Bosnian Serbs; and the diminutive 
Vesna Pesic, whose opposition tti na- 
tionalism has remained unswerving. 
They and iheir'coalition Zajedno' (To- 
gether) represent the different. aspects 
of the opposition to Mr Milosevic today. 

As with other broad-based opposition 
movements elsewhere in Eastern Europe 
. m recem years, differences between the 
three may prove to be less important, for 
the, moment alleast, than a share# un- ' 
demanding of the need to move Serbia 
out of the authoritarian rut in which it 
is now stuck. 


Mr Djindjic - newly-appointed may- 
or of Belgrade, following the regime's 
grudging acceptance of the opposition’s 
electoral victory last November- is con- 
fident that Mr Milosevic will be out of 
office u by the end of the year". In Mr 
Djincljic’s view, the street protests have 
now taken on a life of their own. “I'm 
sure we'll sec more demonstrations this 
s umm er - not organised by ourselves.” 
Ms Pesic argued that external pres- 
sure, followed by external aid when the 
democrats are in a stronger position, are 
crucial. She was critical of the recent co sy 
relationship between leading British 
players - including former Foreign Sec- 
retary Douglas Hurd, who has played an 
advisory businessrole - and the Serbian, 
government. “ MiTosewccaii't' do th ings 
m secret with MrHtird or anybody eke- 
- this must be discussed,'’ she said, kfr 
- Milosevic was “v^ritii^frisowtt business 
Interests - and we have to stop that". ' 


Mr Djindjic said: “If s extremely im- 
portant for us that other governments 
see Milosevic as an obstacle to democ- 
ratisation ... We must to convince gov- 
ernments that free media are an 
essential precondition for tbe electoral 
process." 

Many in the opposition fear that the 
financial pressure which. Mr Milosevic 
is still able to exert on the city council 
in Belgrade and other. cities will mean 
that the opposition’s power will remain 
something of a mirage, even when elec- 
tion victories have been recognised. But 
Ms Pesic argued that even the half-vic- 
tories have been important, in forcing 
Mr Milosevic on to the defensive. 

... A meeting was requested with Robin 
Cook, the shadow Foreign Secre tary. But 
. he had had *‘a very haul week", and did 
- TioTbavertiffie. There wafer meeting Whh 
. -Clare Shp^t,-. the shadv^overseas de- 
velopment minister. instead. 


The head of detectives in the 
Paris police is no longer a de- 
tective. The highest French ap- 
peal court yesterday suspended 
Olivier Foil for six months for 
refusing to obey a judge's re- 
quest to search the home of the 
city's mayor. 

But the French interior min- 
ister- who belongs to the same 
party as the mayor, and tbe po- 
lice chief and President Jacques 
Chirac - yesterday insisted that 
Mr Foil would continue as head 
of detectives, even if he was no 
longer a detective. 

The tangled affair marks a 
further stage in the politically 
embarrassing investigation of 
the role of the Mayor of Paris. 
Jean Tiberi. in the alleged em- 
bezzlement of funds from the 
city's welfare bousing budget. 
Mr Tiberi has long been a close 
associate of President Chirac, 
who was his predecessor as 
mayor of Paris. 

Last June an investigating 

magistrate, Eric HalphcTuasked 

the Paris “police judiciare " - the 
detective branch - to assist him 
in the search of the mayor’s 
home. Mr Foil, a member of 
President Chirac’s neo-GuuIlisl 
RPR party, refused. The magis- 
trate look legal action. A lower 
court agreed that Mr Foil had 
“foiled in his duties as a police 
officer". Mr Foil appealed but his 
case was rejected yesterday by the 
appeal court. 

The Socialist Party, the as- 
sociation of magistrates and 
the federation of police unions 
all called yesterday for Mr Foil's 
dismissal. "Die interior minister, 
Jean-Louis Debre, also a mem- 
ber of the RPR, said he saw no 
reason why Mr Foil should not 
stay in his' job during his sus- 
pension. 

The affair is politically em- 
barrassing for President Chirac 
one month after he launched a 
committee of inquiry into polit- 
ical interference in the justice sys- 
tem. Mr Tiberi was his close 
associate, and latterly his deputy', 
at the Paris town hall for many 

years. Themayor has been linked 

with the investigation of alleged 
“false billing" in the city's bud- 
get for subsidised housing. 


Netanyahu accused over 
Jerusalem homes pledge 


Jerusalem — A promise .by 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister,' that the build- 
ing of a new Jewish settlement 
at Har Homa in Jerusalem will 
be matched by the construction 
of 3,015 houses for Palestinians 
in the city was denounced by 
human rights groups yesterday 
as highly misleading, if not a 
direct lie. 

“U is disinformation.” said 
Danny Scidemann, a chii rights 
lawyer contesting tbe Har 
Homa project. 

“Four tiroes the government 
has promised more building 
permits Tor Palestinians in 
Jerusalem as a quid pro quo for 
the building of a settlement. 

“In I9S0, some 18.000 per- 
mits were pledged, but 17 years 
later we have vet to see a sin- 
gle one." 

In a bid to placate critics of 
his plan tn build 6.500 apart- 
ments for Jews at Har Homa be- 
tween Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem on land captured by 
Israel in 1967. Mr Netanyahu 
said the government had allo- 
cated S42m ( Oim) for housing 
for Palestinians in Ilf East 
Jerusalem neighborhoods over 
the next three" years. 

Since 1967. Palestinians in the 
city have been able to build only 

9.000 apartments, compared to 

64.000 built for Jews - 3^.000 
of which are on expropriated 
land. 

In reality Mr Netanyahu, 
wishing to appear even-handed 
to an "international audience, 
has recycled an existing plan to 
build sewers, water pipes and 
roads in fcilestinian areas in 

East Jerusalem. 

Once this Is done, Palestini- 
ans wilt be able to apply for the 


Human rights groups say PM is guilty of 
disinformation, writes Patrick Cockbum 


3,015 building permits to build 
houses privately. 

“Contrary to the impression 
left by roost of the media," 
wrote the daily HaarvJz yester- 
day, ‘There has been qodeosion 
to directly build residential 
units foe Arabs; but only to in- 
vest in infrastructure.” 

Israeli policy is to maintain a 
ratio of 72 percent Jews and 28 
per cent Palestinians in tbe 
600,000 population of Jeru- 
salem. 

Palestinians allege that this 
has been done through re- 
stricting their access to housing 
and by gerrymandering the mu- 
nicipal boundaries of fhe city to 
exclude Palestinian towns and 
villages. 



Yasser Arafat: Wants to 
discourage confrontation 


In the metropolitan area of 
Jerusalem as a whole, the Pales- 
tinian population is about 55 per 
cent of the total. 

Diplomats in Jerusalem say 
they are also concerned that the 
Israeli Interior Ministry is cast- 
ing doubts on the validity of the 
Jerusalem residency permits of 
120.000 out of 170.000 Pales- 
tinians in the city. 

. Yasser Arafat, the Palestin- 
ian leader, reacted cautiously 
yesterday to the Har Homa 
decision, probably because he 
wants to discourage any con- 
frontation as he prepares to go 
to Washington to see Presi- 
dent Clinton next week. 

Visiting the West Bank town 
of Nablus yesterday, he said: 


6 This is a big 
breaching to 
what, had been 
agreed upon. 
It is against the 
United Nations 
resolutions and 
the American 
letter of 
guarantee? 


“This is a big breaching to what 
bad been agreed upon and it is 
against the United Nations res- 
olutions and also against the 
American letter of guaranteed 

Asked if big protests were 
planned Salah ai-Tamaari. a 
member of the Palestinian 
Council co-ordinating protests 
against Har Homa. said: “We 
don’t want to consume the en- 
ergies of our people all at once. 

“Things will accumulate. 
Arafat always responds to the 
mood of the people." 

He said the settlement would 
cut off Palestinians in Jerusalem 
from those outside, and cut the 
West Bank in two. 

Abroad, Israel has been crit- 
icised throughout the world, but 
probably no more strongly than 
Mr Netanyahu expected! 

At the same time there is lit- 
tle doubt that he would have 
preferred not to have started, 
under pressure from the right, 
such a high-profile project 
which focuses international at- 
tention on Jerusalem. 

In return for Mr Arafat 
limiting his reaction to rhetoric, 
Mr Netanyahu is reported to 
have agreed to a more sub- 
stantial Israeli redeployment 
on the West Bank next month 
under the Hebron agreement 
than had originally been 
planned. 

There are signs that Mr 
Arafat does not want a con- 
frontation. At the village of 
Hisma, to the north of 
Jerusalem, where a Palestinian 
man was shot dead by an Israeli 
undercover squad on Tuesday, 
the Palestinian Preventive Se- 
curity Service co-operated with 
Israeli forces in imposing a 
curfew. 


Midland Bar* pit is raqulated by the Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit trusts The rate quoted is gross p.a - i e 
before the deduction of tax applied to interest on savings - and was correct at 21.1 97 but may alter in the future Interest is paid annually, but a monthly option is 
available. Ray is a fictional character hit his story is based on a real Midland customer. BQ/06 



Meet Roy. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 26«’2/9i\ The winning numbers: 2, 34. 36, 38, 44. 46. Bonus number: 40. 

Total Sales: £28.571.270. PftJC Fund: £15.?17.169 ul ticket sales tilus £’.3C0.098 Supcrciraw lunding). 
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Roy’s found a stress-free 
way to get 7.25% on 
his savings each year. 


Ray likes to take rt easy Whether he’s fishing or 
planning his savings, Ray doesn't want 
tn worn about anything. That's why he 
asked for Midland's brochure on HIDB 
(High Interest Deposit Bondi. It's as 
safe as any savings account but it lets 
him earn better interest - a 7.25% 
return on his own three year 
investment He could have chosen a six month plan 
but Ray. true to form, isn’t in that much of a hurry 
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US sets Mexico 
and Colombia a 
tough drugs test 


PhD Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 

Like nail-biting students await- 
ing their grades, the govern- 
ments of Mexico and Colombia 
are awaiting word from “head- 
master” - the United States - 
this weekend on whether they've 
passed the test or been bad boys. 

President Bill Clinton is due 
to announce, by tomorrow, 
whether or not to “certify" the 
two nations as cooperating 
against narcotics production 
and trafficking. At stake are US 
aid, loans, future investments, 
tourism potential and. not least, 
simple national pride. 

The certification process, un- 
der which the President is re- 
quired by law to report to 
Congress on more than 30 
drug-producing or transit coun- 


tries, has come under increas- 
ing criticism this year, not only 
from the targeted countries but 
within the US itself. 

Mexico calls it “interven- 
tionist’*, Colombia bills it “im- 
perialist". A New York Times 
editorial this week said it should 
be abolished and that the US 
should clean up its own back- 
yard by combating drug con- 
sumption. Even US anu-drugs 
tsar General Barry McCaffrey 
has questioned its usefulness. 

The general has reason to be 
confused. His Mexican coun- 
terpart, whom he recently 
praised as exemplary, was jailed 
last week for his alleged links 
with a leading drug cartel. US 
intelligence agents are now ex- 
tremely concerned as to how 
much information General Je- 
sus Gutierrez ReboDo may have 


passed on to the dmglords. 

Latin American analysts 
warn that the certification pol- 
icy is fanning a new anti-Amer- 
icanism in the region and could 
lead to strained relations - par- 
ticularly between neighbour 
Mexico and the US - and even 
to a new anti-American bloc. 

Such sentiment could com- 
plicate Mr Clinton's plans to 
create a pan- American free 
trade zone by the year 2005 - 
a key reason for his upcoming 
Latin American tour, including 
Mexico, in April and May. 

Colombian MPs are prepar- 
ing a Bill that would allow 
reprisals against US interests if 
the country is “decertified’’ for 
the second straight year. The 
Colombian government has 
flooded the US media with a 
campaign listing its efforts 



Drug haul: US officials stopping a truck this wreck trying to smuggle marijuana at Monterrey in Mexico Photograph: AP 


against drug trafficking but de- 
spite these efforts, cocaine pro- 
duction was said to have gone 
up by 30 per cent last year, ac- 
cording to US officials. 

Last year, Mr Clinton “de- 
certified" Afghanistan, Burma. 


Nigeria, Iran, Syria and Colom- 
bia, where President Ernesto 
Samper narrowly escaped im- 
peachment on charges he took 
election campaign funds from 
the Cali cocaine cartel. This 
year, for the first time, Mexico 


could be added to the list, 
though with a “national inter- 
ests waiver” that would make 
the move largely symbolic, US 
officials say. Mexico would be 
reprimanded but with the waiv- 
er that it would not be in the US 
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The mobile phone is now truly mobile. 
Because Cellnet now covers alt 50 US 
States and Canada. All you need to use 
the new GlobalRoam 1 service is a US 
compatible phone which you can buy or 


hire. You don't even have to be an existing 
Cellnet customer (which is lucky because 
no other UK network offers such a service). 
However if you are a Cellnet digital 
customer you keep your mobile number 


and calls are charged to your monthly bill 
If couldn't be simpler. Have a nice day. 



cellnet 
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national interests to impose 
economic sanctions. 

Jamaica and Belize could also 
be ckwrograded this year after an 
upsurge in the transit of mari- 
juana and cocaine. 

In addition to the arrest of its 
anti-drugs chief, Mexico has 
been shaken this month by al- 
ations that the governors of 
two states, as well as former 
President Carlos Salinas’s fa- 
ther, were linked to drug traf- 
fickers. All deny the charges. 

Last year’s “decertification" 
of Golombia delayed US aid 
and made it difficult for the 
country to attract new loans. 
This year, Mr Clinton may rec- 
ommend added sanctions, such 
as refusing landing rights to 
Colombian aircraft, rescinding 
preferential tariffs on Colom- 
bian coffee and submitting 
Colombian citizens to onerous 
searches at US airports. Colom- 
bia, of course, would be tikefy 
to reciprocate. 


Chile gets 
the cold 
shoulder in 
Naftabid 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

Chile’s President Eduardo Frci 
yesterday took his case direct- 
ly to the US Congress in a new 
but apparently unsuccessful at- 
tempt to break the logjam over 
his .country’s bid to become 
the fourth member of Nafla, the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement that links the Unit- 
ed States, Canada and Mexico. 

Addressing a joint session of 
the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, Mr Frei urged bis 
audience to “leave fears and dis- 
trust behind," and remove the 
barriers to free trade through- 
out the Americas. Bui reaction 
to his 30-minute speech was 
largely sceptical, leaving little 
doubt that opposition to ex- 
panded free trade in ihe West- 
ern hemisphere is, if anything, 
growing in Washington. 

Though the Ginton Admin- 
istration backs Chile, its ad- 
mission is being stymied by 
o pp osition from both left and 
right. Led by the labour unions, 
critics insist that any enlarge- 
ment be accompanied by tough 
environmental and labour rights 
rules. They also point to stud- 
ies purporting to prove that 
Mexico's presence in Nafta has 
cost the US 600.000 jobs since 
1994, the year Mr Clinton first 
invited Chile to join. 

Most Republicans and Amer- 
ican businessmen however argue 
precisely the opposite -that ne- 
gotiation of environmental and 
labour safeguards wfll only slow 
up the process, allowing other 
countries to steal a march in one 
of the most attractive Latin 
American markets. 


Hunt for 
Nazi loot 
in vaults 
fizzles out 


Louise Jury 

Zurich 


Initial investigations by Swiss 
banks have shown Holocaust 
survivors arid their families may 
gain less than they hoped from 
a trawl of dormant accounts 
which Jewish organisations 
believe contain great wealth. 

As the secretive banking 
community made an unparal- 
leled attempt at openness this 
week, it emerged that a new 
round of inquiries has found 
only three families affected by 
the Holocaust with a rightful 
claim. 

Hanspeter Hand, the Swiss 
banking ombudsman, said more 
than 800 cases have been ex- 
amined in the last year, pro- 
ducing 11 successful claims on 
accounts which had been un- 
touched for at least 10 years. 

But although the most recent 
investigations by banks found 
40m Swiss francs (£17m) remain 
in more than 770 accounts dat- 
ing from before 1945, only 
SFrl 1,000 (£4,700) belonged 
to the three Holocaust fanuhes. 

Jewish organisations have 
reported many cases where 
families have bom refused own- 
ership of assets, because the 
HolocausL wiped out records of 
account numbers, or because 
they have no death certificates 
for relatives who died in con- 
centration camps. 

The dispute last year prompt- 
ed the banks to establish an 
“independent committee of 
eminent persons", chaired by Dr 
Paul Vblcker, formerly head of 
America’s Federal Reserve. 

Searches in 1962 concentrat- 
ed on names which “sounded" 
Jewish, according to a rabbi em- 
ployed by the banks. They dis- 
covered SFr&m. But only about 
5 per cent of banks responded 
to appeals for information and 
most of the 7,000 claimants at 
the time were unsuccessful 

This week. Dr Georg Kray- 
er, president of the Swiss 
Bankers' Association, used its 
annual press conference to em- 
phasise that eveiything possible 
was now beitm done. “If it is no 
longer possible to establish the 
identity of the legal owner, but 
there is a possibility that he may 
have been a Shoa victim, the 
assets will be transferred to an 
appropriate charitable organi- 
sation," he said. 

Three international firms of 
accountants have been em- 
ployed in the search. At least 
one bank says it has even 


interviewed former employer! 
for dues as to what could have 
happened to accounts. 

Dr Krayer said Swiss banks 
had failed to appreciate thi 
emotions surrounding the ac 
counts. “Maybe ...100 francs ii 
the eyes of a booming commu 
nity was not a big amount [but 
it was maybe a very big umoun 
for the ones that claimed it" 

Privately, some bankers sai 
they are now waiting for the Voi 
cker committee to explain wha 
they have consistently aigucd - 
that Switzerland is not hidinj 
millions of francs. “It is no 
worth us repeating that, because 
[soon] we will have the infor 
matron through Volcker," on< 
senior banker said. 

However, one of the world" 
most secretive banking system 
cannot easily shake off thi 


6 A hundred 
francs was a big 
amount, 
perhaps, for the 
ones that 
claimed it 9 


suspicion that it has bet 
ways honest. The sa< 
Christoph Melli. a nig} 
man who rescued Hok> 
documents from being: 
by the United Bank of 
land (UBS), cast dou! 
banks’ vaunted “transf 
There have been cl: 
some banks have six 
sorbed the smaller fui 
some believe many fail 
never trace their funds 
they were depositee 
names of lawyers or E 
On the separate mat 
gold which Ihc Reidisb 
ed through the Swiss 
Bank, Jean-Pierrc Ri 
chairman of SNB's gi 
board, said it has no 
gold in its vaults. It \ 
during the war to buy 
terials for Switzerland 
The Swiss govern a 
agencies led by the Wc 
ish Congress this week 
agreement on setting u 
dation for Holocausi 
and their heirs, opem 
SFrlOOm donation f 
country's biggest ban! 
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Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 


Only a week after almost tor- 
pedoing negotfati^aimed at 
ending the war in Zaire, Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela was yes- 
terday a ithe centre erf die stage 
in lanes which have recovered 
enough to offer the first glim- 
mer of hope for peace in the 
Great Lakes. ■ 
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On Wednesday,' Mr ; Man- 
dela, who caused diplomatic 
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face-to-face meeting, became 
the first head of stale to make 
a public appearance whh Lau- 
rent-Desire Kabila, the leader 
of the Zahean rebds. ■ 

In only five months. Mr Ka- 
bila has raptured one-eighth of 
Zaire. His campaign threatens 
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President Mobutu Sese Seko, to 
m e et the South African Presi- 
dent and pose with him for the 
cam eras afterwards. 

Mr Mandela revealed, that 
the Spilth African government 
had been in contact wfth Pres- 
ident Mobutu, and that Zaire 
appreciated that only by nego- 
tiating With Mr Kabila could 
peace be achieved. ■ 

Despite. Zaire's official i»n«» 
that there will be no negotia- 
tions until foreign troops have 
JeftftfcsoiL Mr Nghaada ad- " 
nutted conditions for face-to- 
face tadkswere be ing 
So, those involved in the 
talks are scant with deta & 
"The discussion have; *» 
quite an advanced form,” a 
rfwwened Mr Mandg^ <awf yes- 
terday. “It is absolutely neces- 
sary if this process is going to 
go forward that there should be 
confidentiality: 

The new South African ini- 
tiative shows how much has 
changed since the Rwandan- 
backed rebellion began. At the 
start, Mr Kabila was dismissed 
asapoppetof Rwanda. The re- 
bellion achieved what the UN 


Yesterday ft was the turn of 
Honors Ngbanda, nephew, en- 
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Pakistan PM calls for 
initiative on Kashmir 

Pakistan’s new Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif proposed 
talks with his Indian couatcrpart HD Deve Gowda to 
settle the dispute over foe Kashmir region. Mr Sharif said 
in a letter that their meeting should be preceded by 
preparatory talks between the foreign ministry secretaries 
of foe two countries before foe end of March. India has 
said it will respond. Istamabad/DelM - AP 

British role in Cyprus urged 

The UN is counting nn W rifish ant! US support to start 
talks between the opposed conmumities In Cyprus this 
yean The divided island was the main subject of high- 
level talks In London on Wednesday night between Kofi 
. Annan, the new head of the UN and Malcolm Rifkmd, the 
^ British Foreign Secretary: Sir David Hammy, foe UK 
^ Special Representative for Cyprus and Sr Kieran 
Preudogak, wbo is rqdadng Marrack Gouldiog as foe 
UN's bead of political affairs, were also present- 

Ctmstopber Befiamy 

Vatican to restore facade 

The Vatican unvefled a plan to restore foe facade of St 
Peter’s Basilica to its original glory in time for foe start of 
foe third millennium. Parts of the facade, almost as big as 
a football field, will be covered by scaffolding during the 
three-year project to dean foe marble and repair damage 
done % four centuries of decay.The work is due to be 
completed in September 1999. Reuters -Vatican City 

Berisha to stand ag^in 
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President Sali Berisha. leaders of his Democratic Party 
nominated him as foeir candidate for a second term. The 
Democrats control 122 seats in the 140-member 
parliament - winch must reelect him - assuring President 
Berisha of victory . *° ^ 
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Wiesuiccreiy believe 
we have found one of the 
beet quality for money jackets made in 
the £/J£, why pay mare when you can 
take advantage of our low introductory price? Great traditional 
classic wear for the family with value in mind. 

Saass S (S6/S8), M (40), L (42), XL 144>, ZXL (46) unisex 
Material: Cotton waxed outer Colours: Green, Navy 
Item Be£ 1X310 Wax Jacket 


P/tTVZLBOS OFFER Boy a Jacket from This Advert Only 
and order a peirof real 'Hunter' '"'WdKes at the same time far 
a onnbfawdprii* of fSBPoflrFfBa Remember the twoitems 
must be ontmtUagether as a County Set for £S8 Post Fuss 

Size* 3- 12 full sizes Coiota-. Green Bern, Be fc 13210 Hunters 


Phone Now on 01768 899111 

OR Fax 01768 899222 TO PLACE CBBWT CARD ORDER 

Send to Dept ugsk Town & Coontbt Manner Ltd, 
Penrith Estate, Penhtih, Cu m b r i a CAll 9EQ 
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camps where Rwandan Hutu 
war criminals were being led at 
international expense. 

Up nntil a few weeks ago 
Western diplomats were stiD 

rubbishing Mr Kabila. But since 


then his forces have quashed 
Zaire's counter-offensive. His 
joint appearance with Mr Man- 
dela seemed to transform him 
into a political power player. 

International credibility 
comes in the wake of growing 
popular support at home. Be- 
fore war broke out, few Zaire- 
anshad heard of Mr Kabila. 
Now he carries foe hopes of a 
lation de^sarate for an 
I to the Mobotu foctatorship. 

The country's largest opposition 
party announced last week it 
was attempting to join forces 
with the rebels. 

If Mr Kabila has been rein- 
vented this week,, so has Mr 
Mandela. Since be won South 
Africa's first democratic elec- 
tions in 1994 the President has 
shunned the mantle of a conti- 
nental superpower. This week 
Mr Mandela is at the centre of 
the new initiative. 

But everything may not be as 
it seens. The negotiations may 


have an African face,, but busy 
in foe background is a team 
from the US. 

As foe talks contftra.fe, the war 
in Zaire appeals to be escalat- 
ing. The question is whether ei- 
ther side has more tf) lose by 
continuing to fight than by ne- 
gotiating. The government’s 
mercenary-led counter offensive 
has floundered. In thjo eastern 
Zairean city ofKmdu, yesterday, 
foe rebels seemed oneji again to 
be walking all over Mr Mobu- 
tn's ZD-disciplined tzufops. 

Tbe rebels are on rod. But 
foal does not necessarily make 
them winners. The tqasioo be- 
tween the aims of foe rebels and 
their outside backers may be 
growing. Rwanda and Uganda 
may not support Mr Kabila 
much longer now they are rid 
of the hostile forces once giv- 
en sanctuary by Zaire . 

Mr Kabila, and millions of 
Zaireans, can only hope his re- 
cent high-profile acceptance is 
a sign that the international 
community is now as, interest- 
ed in foe thwarted aspirations 
of the Zairean people; as it is in 
political stability and fo e preser- 
vation of national boundaries. 



Fate hanging in the balance: A Rwandan refugee child being weighed at the UN camp at Tlngl 
Zaire, which is tinder threat from Laurent Kabila’s advancing rebel army 


Tlngi, in eastern 

Photograph:AP 


Can Nationwide give you 



return on your savings? 






Call fTed on 0500 30 20 10 (quoting ref SCD7) 

Mon - Fri, Sam - 8pm. Weekends, 9am - 6pm. 


Nationwide, customers ajready know they’re 
gening a great rate. If you have your savings el< ewhere, 
why not take the Challenge and see if you cot Id join 
them. We’re committed to remaining a building ^odety, 
which means more of our profits can be ploughed 
back into benefits for the customer. 

This includes offering consistently better J 
rates of interest on your saving?, both now j 

and in the long term. We’ve compared our 1 

_ 1- 

savings rates with those of the top 30 banks I 


and building societies. 

For starters - take TESSA. Investing £500 on the 
26th February 1997 with Nationwide gives you 6.5%’ 
compared with 5-7% with the Halifax, 5% with the 
Woolwich or just 4.2% with the Bristol fie West. 

Or take branch based instant access accounts. 


.^Nationwide 


find us on the Interact ar http://www.narionwidc.co.uk 


An investment of £25,000 for 12 months From the 
26th February 1997 would give you £675 interest 
with the Alliance & Leicester and just £337.50 with 
Northern Rock. However, Nationwide’s CashBuiidor 
would cam you a staggering £1 ,025. 

Regardless of the account or amount, you may 
be pleasantly suiprised. And opening an 
account couldn’t be easier. So either call us 
now or simply pop into your local branch. 
Take the Challenge - be a winner. 
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Can the forgotten 
king of Australian 
politics show Blair 
the route to power? 


Robert Mil liken 

Sydney 


He has dropped from political sight 
faster than a sinking meteor. Yet Paul 
Keating - for whom Sunday will mark 
the axwiversary of the day last year 
when he led the Australian Labor 
Party to one of its worst electoral de- 
feats - is something of a role model for 
Tbny Blair. 

Rjt the past 13 of his 28 years in pol- 
itics Mr Keating was the most domi- 
nant figure in Australia, the man who 
revolutionised the country’s economy 
then, as prime minister, set it on the 
path towards republicanism. 

But, while Mr Keating stfll has bis fain 
club, Labor's traditional woridng-dass 
constituents are not among them. In a 
sea change which might test the confi- 
dence of New Labour, they deserted 
him by the hundreds of thousands at last 
year's general election, deflecting to the 
conservative Liberal-National coali- 
tion led by John Howard. Mr Howard 
now rules with one of the biggest man- 
dates in Australian history. 

Keating fans are still to be found 
among the young, educated, middle- 
class professional set who wax lyrical 
about his visionary “big picture”: a new 
deal for Aborigines, ditching the Queen 
as head of state and making Australia 
an important economic player in the 
Asia-Pacific region. For thousands of 
jobless people in the old Labor heart- 
land, though, that vision meant little. 

Yet one of Mr Keating’s biggest fans 
is Mr Blair, who, as he prepares to lead 
New Labour into the British general 
election, has been studying closely the 
Australian model of how an old-fash- 
ioned social democratic party can 
adapt to the realities of a modern mar- 
ket economy, with its demands for small 
government and economic growth, 
while maintaining the fundamental 
tenets of a welfare system. 

The two leaders met in 1995 at the 
resort of Hayman Island off the 
Queensland coast as guests of Rupert 
Murdoch, who had invited them to the 
worldwide management conference 
of his media company. News Corpo- 
ration. Mr Blair was a keynote speak- 


er. He and Mr Keating spent several 
hours on the island discussing public 
policy. “Paul liked Tony Blair," says a 
former Keating staff member. “He 
gave Blair some free advice,- in a 
friendly way. I think Blair saw Aus- 
tralian Labor's 13 years in power as an 
example of what could be achieved by 
capturing the middle ground." 

. From the moment it came to pow- 
er in 1983 under Bob Hawke - Mr 
Keating's predecessor as party leader 


£ Blair saw 
Australian Labor’s 
13 years in power 
as an example of 
what could be 
achieved by 
capturing the 
middle ground? 

- Labor set about holding the middle 
ground by re-writing the rules of Aus- 
tralia’s protected and inefficient econ- 
omy. it floated the Australian dollar, 
deregulated financial markets and tore 
down tariffs. At the same time, it set 
about reforming the labour market by 
cutting the number of unions and in- 
troducing direct wage ba rgaining . 

All this was designed to encourage 
Australian business to make more 
money and export more goods. A key 
element in the equation was an accord 
between the Labor government and the 
unions, in which unions agreed to re- 
strain wage demands in return for low- 
er taxes, lower infla tion and, therefore, 
lower public spending. 

lb help target such spending at 
those realty in need - the old, poor, sick 
and unemployed - Labor attacked so- 
called “middle-class welfare" by in- 
troducing means tests across a range 
of social security benefits. And it in- 


troduced universal health care through 
Medicare, a public insurance system. 

In many respects, the reforms were 
straight out of Margaret Thatcher’s 
copybook. But Ric Simes, Mr Keating’s 
former senior economic adviser, now- 
chief economist with Rothschild Aus- 
tralia, believes they differed from 
Thatche rism, and from simil ar hard- 
line changes introduced by the former 
New Zealand Labour government, in 
one significant respect. 

“Thatcher and New Zealand Laboor 
had a model, and pursued it with a re- 
ligious zeal to the nth degree,” he says. 
“Austr alian Labor achieved its Rang es 
in a less confrontational way. It kept 
the labour movement engaged in dia- 
logue about change. Annit increased 
the real value of social security bene- 
fits to those in need.” 

Mr Keating's dialogue, though, 
sometimes seemed to be more sym- 
pathetic towards business leaders, 
particularly those whom he admired for 
taking risks by chasing bigger markets 



Murdoch for that reason and, as long 
as Labor continued to win elections, Mr 
Murdoch admired Labor. Australians 
gave Labor an unprecedented five 
successive election victories between 
1983 and 1996. 

% then, the imgK had begun to fade. 
Mr Keating did one deal too many with 
Mr Murdoch when he offered him the 
Sydney Showgrounds -public land since 
colonial times -as the site for a 20th 
Century Fox film studio. 

lb many, the controversial deal 
smacked of how Labor, in its pursuit 
of the “big picture", had lost touch with 
people in the party's grassroots com- 
munities, many of whom felt bewil- 
dered and left behind by the pace of 
economic change and the insecurities 
of work in the Nineties. Such a per- 
ception contributed greatly to last 
year’s electoral rout. 

Coming to terms with being an or- 
dinary citizen has not been easy for 
53-year-old Mr Keating, and the shock 
stfll tells on him. Since leaving politics 
he has given only three interviews, two 
to Indonesian newspapers. Yet, when 
he does speak, he has lost none of his 


Common touch: former premier Paul Keating meeting schoolchildren during last year’s unsuccessful election campaign 

flair and passion for breaking the 
mould of the- old, i [ward-looking Aus- 
tralia. In a recent {speech at the Uni- 
versity of New Sooth Whies, where he 
is a visiting professor in public policy, 
he called on Austrdfia to stop shffiy^haL 
lying about bocomnig a repuhlic. “Those 
who still argue tftat our oontinumg 
links with the British monarchy do not 
handicap ourmtemational efforts, and 
those who thintws} should go on wait- 
ing until every last one of us is in total 

rih nnt unriMrianri thft 

stakes we areplayiiig for," he declared 
“An Australian j head of state can 
it our values and 


i' 

A • 


traditions, our .experience and con- 
temporary aspirations, our cultural di- 
versity and social complexity in a way 
that a British monarch, who is also bead 
of state of 15 other member countries 
of the United Nations, can no longer 
adequately hope to do.” 

• Australian Labor seems bewildered 
about which ‘direction it should take 
now. Its new leader, Kim Beazley, a 
contemporary ofMr Blair’s at Oxford, 
knows his British counterpart better 
than did Mr Keating. 

Over the next few weeks, Mr Blair 
could do well to ask his old Oxford 
friend where it all went wrong. 



Rupeit Murdoch (left) who impressed Paul Keating with Ids global ambitions and lent the Labor 
Party his support until it was ousted by a Liberal-National coalition led by John Howard (right) 


Nationwide challenged 
you to compare their savings 
rates with the top 30 
banks and building societies. 

Why not with Direct Line? 



£500- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 

£50,000- 

£99,999 

Direct Line 
Instant Access 
Account 

4 - 50 % 

4 - 75 % 

5 - 50 % 

5 - 65 % 

5 - 75 % 

Nationwide 

Cash Builder Instant 

Access Account 

3 - 00 % 

3 * 30 % 

3 - 70 % 

4 - 10 % 

4 - 40 % 

All rases are gross" and correct at 12th February 1997. 


Because they know our savings rates are higher, that’s why. 

With Direct Line you also get instant access and high returns without 
locking your money away for up to 90 days. 

You can pool your saving with family or friends for even 
higher returns. 



The more savings you have the higher our rates get, ^PlftECT 

So don’t waste your time challenging Nationwide. Call Direct Line 

018! 667 1121 0161 833 112! 0141 221 1121 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND50 
http://www.directfine.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


men g rwMwl by Direct line Financial Servic es Limited, 250 Sc. Vincent Street, OnfontiZ 5SH.w6fch k.e nteni b er 
of thi» Deposit Protection Scheme ntabBsbed under the Banking Act 1987 (as emended). Pa y ments under dWcbcrae ere imftcd 
to. VOX off «. depositor^ total deposits subject to a maximum payment to any one d ep os it or of £18,000 (or ECUItMM If greater). 
Farther datate of the Scheme are anlaUe on req u est. *The poo rate is dw rate paid without the dadoidBoe of laconic ta*.- 
Aft no* shown era subject to variation and ere baaed or* annual pa ym en t of Merest Por'yobr added security M aph a ne -adb;.: 
nay be recorded and the recording kept secure. We may also monitor bMuu cdb with the aim si liu pi ri okb iC [our eenko to; 
you. Direct Liner and the red telephone on wheel* are the trademarks of Direct Line IsanimylcM.ii^.vMlittVMnUM. 


New tigers bum bright on 
world economic stage 


Ambon* Marshall 


The 1980s was the decade of 
EasLAtia, as the tiger economies 
of . Korea, Tkiwan, Hong Kong 
and Singapore shot ahead of 
their neighbours. The 1990s 
may -tie. the decade of South 
America, according to a report 
from jjLmerican Express Bank. 

It says that a group of “near 
tigersT have emerged over the 
past i0 years, showing eco- 
namid success on aparwith the 
first group of . developing 
economies to emerge as eco- 
nomic powerhouses. Indonesia, 
the Philippines, the Czech Re- 
ublic, Argentina, Chile and 
letnam are all making 
regress, it says. 

Amex has rated each emerg- 
ing economy with reference to 
its macroeconomic stability, hu- 
man capital, market orientation, 
export orientation and devel- 
opmental orientation. Taking a 
10-year period, it says the 
biggest improvements have 
been jin Argentina, Bolivia, 
Child, Mexico, China, the 
Philippines and Vietnam. 
“Larin America has been lag- 


ging, but has been improving 
particularly fast," says the re- 
port Peru and the Dominican 
Republic are also becoming at- 
tractive propositions. 

The assessment is based on 
a de cade when financial and 
economic liberalisation, pri- 
vatisation and the introduction 
of free-market reform came to 
most developing countries and 
to the former oomrouuist states 
of Europe. International 
bankers suddenly discovered 
an interest in investing in coun- 
tries as diverse as Dominican 
Republic, Thailand and Mo- 
rocco. The so-called “emerging 
markets" have become an in- 
vestment sector in themselves. 

The fact that anJnternatkm- 
al bank finds these countries in- 
teresting may hot necessarily be 
good news. Much of the evi- 
dence suggests that rapid eco- 
nomic development in East 
Asia, while reducing poverty 
sharply, has not always reduced 
inequality. Equally, growth and 
democracy have not always 
been partners. And Taiwan, 
" one of the original tigers, has ac- 
tually slipped a little in terms of 


economic performance since 
its heyday in the mid 1980s. 

Several eastern European 
countries have actually slipped 
backwards over the last decade, 
Amex says. In particular, 
Ukraine, Romania and Bul- 
garia are all less appealing in- 
vestment prospects. However, 
Poland, the Czech Republic, 
and Hungary have all improved. 

In the Middle East, Israel and 
Jordan are both making 
progress, Amex says. The most 
depressing news is that Africa 
is st£U a slough of despond, eco- 
nomically at least. Only Ghana 
and Kenya show progress. 

In general, however, Amex is 


optimistic about the developing 
world. “The current emerging 
market enthusiasm, charac- 
terised by tight lending spreads, 
the strong performance of 
Brady and other debt instrj^, 
meats and long-term bond is- 
sues by emerging market issuers 
reflects this positive outlook," 
the report says. 

Tight lending spreads means 
that developing countries can ai- 
creasingly borrow at more ad- 
vantageous rates; Brady bonds, 
named after former US Trea- 
sury Secretary Nicholas Brady, 
were developed to help debtor 
countries escape from the cir- 
cle of debt and poverty. 


Ready to pounce 



Korea 

Hcrig Kong 


NEAR-TIGERS 
Philippines 
Czech RepibHc 


TIGER CUBS 
Poland 
Colombia - 


Taiwan 

Vietnam 

Indonesia 


Jordan' 

Panama 


Sri Lanka 
Mexico 
Uruguay 

Sow* Amartem Bqxon Bonk I 


Singing all the way home 


Freetown (Renters) — An 
African American grandmother 
arrived in Sierra Leone yester- 
day on a quest for her roots, 
glided by a song taken to the 
Americas by an ancestor cap- 
tured by slavers more than tm> 
eracturiesago, and passed down 
tiie generations. 

Hundreds of wdLnishers 
tnnied out at Lungi Interna- 
tional Airport, Freetown, to 
welcome Mary Moran, 75, from 
Harris Neck, Sooth Carolina, 
who is accompanied by 14 sons. 


daughters and grandchildren. 
Mrs Moran traced her family’s 
origins to the south of the for- 
mer British colony In West 
Africa via the song- which is 
in the local Meade language. 

Researchers had played the 


oat anybody recognising it be- 
fore they stumbled on Baindo 
Jabati in Senehum Ngola, who 
learned the song from her 
grandmother: Tbe two women 
are doe to sing the song together 
In the village later today; 


BUILDING SOCIETIES 
ACT 1986 

Notice under paragraph 7 of 
Schedule 17 to the Act 

Notice is hereby given that Halifax Building 
Society (the “Society”), Register No. 245B, 
whose principal office is at Trinity Road. 
Halifax, West Yorkshire HXI 2RG, desires to 
transfer its business to Halifax pic, and that 
the Society has applied to the Building 
Societies Commission to confirm the transfer. 

Any interested party may make written £ 
representations to the Commission and/or 7 
give -notice of intention to make oral 
representations to the Commission with 
respect to the application. Written 
representations and notices of intention to 
make oral representations should be 
received by the Commission at Victory 
House, 30-34 Kmgsway, London WC2B 6ES 
by 21st March, 1997. Oral representations will 
be heard by the Commission on 24th April 
1997 at a time and place to be determined bv 
the Commission. 
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Colin Smith was one of Britain's 
trading authorities on medieval 
Spanish literature, and the 
compiler of the best and most 
widely used Spanish-English/ 
English -Spanish dictionary, the 
Collins diciionaiy. His unusu- 
ally wide range of Interests 
included archaeology and en- 
tomology, and led him to joint 
authorship of The Place-Names 
of Raman Britain ( 1979). 

Smith was a big man: his 
height and large frame imme- 
diately conveyed energy and 
purposefulness. Possessed fur- 
thermore of remarkable physr 
ical and mental co-ordination, 
he walked faster, and thought 
faster, than anybody else. His 
powers of organisation were 
fearsome, as was his attention 
to detail. When a university 
colleague remarked that Colin 
Smith was capable of reorgan- 
ising the Civil Service in a week, 
another challenged this view’, 
saying that Smith could achieve 
this on a Friday afternoon. He 
was a man who redeemed time 
by the minute and second. 

Bom in Brighton, he was very 
much a Sussex man. and never 
lost that burr, so sweet on the 
ear. He was born in 1927 into 
a family that appreciated learn- 
ing and the arts. HLs formal 
education was received at Vfem- 
dean School, Brighton, but his 


Professor Colin Smith 


father’s interest in archaeology, 
and the chances thereby given 
a young lad to take part m digs, 
left a more permanent mark. In 
Chichester, Roman Britain lay 
just below the surface, and 
along that coast the contours of- 
ten shrouded earlier civilisa- 
tions. He was haunted by a 
desire to know how things have 
come to be as they are. 

He was lucky too in that the 
educational divide between arts 
and sciences did not apply. De- 
spite his choice of languages as 
his professional field of study, 
not only did he retain his in- 
terest in biology, but he re- 
mained for all his life an ardent 
field entomologist. Indeed, in 
the first days of retirement he 
discovered a new moth in his na- 
tive Sussex, the Southern Chest- 
nut. A sense of the unity of all 
knowledge perhaps lay behind 
his love of lexicography, since 
words are a way of laying fleet- 
ing hold on the world entire. He 
certainly became a polymath, a 
rare breed in the present age of 
rigid specialisation. With his 
sentimental fondness for Re- 
naissance scholars, he might 
have identified himself with an 
Aldrete, or a Nebrija. 

He went to Cambridge, and 
took a first class degree m 19S0 
from St Catharine’s College. 
First, life led him northwards. 


to Leeds University, where he 
worked for some 15 years in the 
Department of Spanish. The pe- 
riod of 1953-68 was one of ex- 
pansion, a time when British 
universities were still universi- 
ties. He belonged to a young 
department, where people bad 
time for each other, could learn 
by argument and exchange of 
opinion; a time also when teach- 
ing was an enjoyment, and you 
got to know your students. 
Smith was a good colleague, a 
fine scholar, warm-hearted, hu- 
morous, earthy, irreverent; The 
respect felt for his qualities was 
shown in his appointment as 
Sub-Dean of Arts (1963-66), and 
his promotion (in 1964) to a 
senior lectureship. 

He had arrived there in 1953 
as someone working in Golden 
Age studies, an expert in that 
most abstruse and challenging 
of subjects, the poetry of Luis 
dc Gdngora. But his PhD the- 
sis on GtSngora's poetic lan- 
guage led him back to the 15th 
century, and thereby to an old 
favourite, philology. The in- 
ner, and often invisible, logic of 
any scholar's career now took 
over he became a medievalist, 
with a particular interest in 
epic theory, and in one of the 
great European epics, thefbe- 
ma de mb Cid. He was not 
afraid of controversy: his 1972 



Smith: tndsfatigabta 

edition of the Poema broke 
decisively with the prevailing 
Spanish editorial practice, and 
a stream of articles threw up 
provocative ideas (some 
worked, some did not). His an- 
thology Spanish Ballads (1964) 
was the standard for many years. 

In 1968 he returned to Cam- 
bridge as a university lecturer, 
and was soon given a fellowship 
at Cath's. In 1975 he was ap- 
pointed tO the chair Of S panish 
a position be occupied until his 
eariyretirement in 1990. Also 
in 1975, be become professor- 
ial fellow at his old college. He 
was a “good college man", hav- 
ing been both tutor and direc- 


tor of studies. Outside college 
he was chairman (1973) of the 
board of the Faculty of Modem 
and Medieval Languages, and 
served his stint on the General 

Board, which gave him a wider 
perspective an university policy- 
making. But his main interests 
. lay in teaching and research. 

IBs involvement in dictio- 
nary-making came by accident. 
The Berlin publishers Langen- 
scheidt wanted a dictionary, 
and Smith, along with two col- 
leagues, volunteered. Soon his 
organisational skills and clari- 
ty of min d put him in the dri- 
ving seat. Langenscheidt's 

Standard Dictionary of Spanish 

and English appeared in 1966, 
a second and revised edition in . 
1988. In a lecture in 1993 Smith 
reflected bitterly on the lack of 
proper recognition still being 
suffered by lexicographers. In 
fact, this had not deterred him 
from accepting the challenge of 
a more ambitious project* where 
he was more or less given free 
rein. With the help of colleagues 
in Leeds, Cambridge, New York 
and elsewhere, bis Collins 
. Spamsh-Engtish Engfish-Spanish 
Dictionary appeared in 1971, a 
formidable achievement that 
provided a blueprint for any 
future bilingual dictionary. 

Its mam qualities were its 
comprehensiveness, its clarity of 


arrangement, the attention giv- 
en to prepositional usage, and 
the naturalness of its renderings.- 
of foreign phrases. Smith was 
prond too that, Wiring advantage 

of a greater fteraSsn of omlook 
m both Spain and England, be 
was able to include many taboo 
words. However, the coverage 
of South-American usage' was 
still inadequate, a weakness 
greatly remedied in the revised 
edition of 1988, and in even 
greater degree in the magnifi- 
cent third edition of 1992. By the 
time oftais 1993 lecture tins for 


least contemplating a future 
version onCD-Rom. 

Whilst articles by him were 
still appearing on the epic and 
on ballads, the focus of his 
main research was moving else- 
where. His knowledge of the 
evolution of Latin in the Iber- 
ian peninsula into various de- 
rivative languages or dialects 
made him aware of a distant 
parafleL What had British Latin 
been like, as it developed under 
the influence of another, and 
Celtic, subs tr at um ? And what 
of those Latin place, names 
with which he had become far 
miliar during his adolescent 
explorations into the British 
past? Such m usings gradually 


developed into an ambitions 
plan. He knew he was. in for 


trouble: - the material was 
Hwmwl intradahlft, there were 
interests Sind reputations to 
take account of, but above all be 
wasah outsider, with aRomance 
phflologisfs way of footing at 
things, a mere vnlgar-Latin iu a 
Celtic craftshop. His co-autb or 
ALE Rivet’s status as a prop- 
er classicist afforded him a hi- 
de protection- Tbgetherthey 
persevered, and indeed were 
jpeatly assisted by leading Celtic 
scholars. The result was their 
book The Place-Names of Ro- 
man BritainrTbis appeared in 
1979, was reprinted in 1981, and 
at the time of his death Smith 
was plannmga revised edition. 
He rightly considered this out- 
standing study to be his'lasting 
memorial as a scholar. 

.. . He eschewed formafitie&,but 
recognition came, nevertheless 
with his Cambridge UttD 
(1985), his appointment in 1988 
as Commander in.tbe Order of 
Label la Cat6Uca,~a great hon- 
our indeed; and in 1996 came 
an honour of a different kind, 
for he was made president of the 
Modem Humanities Research 
Association (MHRA), in part a 
recognition of his contribution 
as Hispanic editor (1974-81), 
and General Editor (1976-81) 

of the Modem Language Review. 

He would, nevertheless, pre- 
fer to be thought of as a fami- 


ly man, at home with his wife 
and three daugh ters: a private 
man, not riven to talking about 
the breadth' of his activities; a 

mail who liked to grow his own 

vegetables, one who loved 
opera (his MHRA Presidential 

address was "Cta Opera jand Lit-. 

erature"). Even in retirement, 
however, he had to till new 
. ground — translation this time, 
and a new love, Galicia and 
some of Its authors. His trans- 
lations of two novels, by Alvaro 
Cunqueiro and Gonzato Tot" 
rente Ball ester, have been pub- 
lished m the Everyman Library; 
one of them won him a distin- 
guished literary prize in Galkaa. 
Garetfa Alban Davies 

Christopher Colin Smith* 

Hispano-medicvalist, Icxicogra- 

ph& ban Brighton. Sussex 27 Sep- 
tember 1927; Assistant Lecturer; 
Department of Spanish, Lzfdf 
University 1953-56. Lecturer 1956- 
64, Senior Lecturer 1964-68, Sub- 
DeanofArts 1963-66; University 
Lecturer in Spanish, Cambridge 
University 1968-75, Professor of 
Spanish 1975-90; Fellow. St 
Catharine’s College, Cambrid^ 
1968-97; Hispanic Editor. Mod- 
ern Language Review 1974-81, 
General Editor 1976-81: married 
1954 Ruth Barnes l three daugh- 
ters. and one son deceased); died 
Cambridge 16 February’ 1997. 


John Leather 


For many years a slight, ema- 
ciated figure would be seen 
dancing and singing at dawn on 
Primrose Hill, in north-west 
London. The same figure would 
sometimes be found later in the 
day. dressed as a stylish beggar, 
walking, regardless of safety, in 
the streets and traffic of Cam- 
den Town and Regent’s Park, of- 
ten talking to himself in a voice 
of exquisite modulation- This 
was John Leather, who had be- 
come a notable presence in the 
district since he bought a house 
in Chalcot Crescent in iy57. 

There was more to Leather 
than eccentricity and madness. 
He exercised an intense personal 
influence, mostly for the good, on 
scores of people of diverse back- 
grounds and attainments and few 
who encountered him. even 
momentarily, will forget him. 

He was born at Ilklcy in 
1916, the eldest of the four sons 
of Harry Leather, an accountant 
and businessman, and his wife, 
horn Nancy Adams. Both sides 
of the family were cultivated and 
had roots in Quakerism. Har- 
ry was a hard, quick-tempered 
father who saw his first-born son 
as a hopeless case, yet did much 
to help him. Nancy became 
the inspiration of John’s life to 
the point of idolisation and, 
though he sorely tried her. her 
loyalty to him was unfailing. 

He was educated at Aysgarth 
School. Yorkshire, and Brad- 
field College. Berkshire. It was 
at Brad field that his future life 
received its first stimulation. 
The stained glass by Burne- 
Jones in the dining hail opened 
his eyes to beauty and the 



Leather: angel and devfl 

Photograph: Lisa MickJewnght 

Greek theatre became the 
scene of early dramatic perfor- 
mances in Greek plays, Henry 
I 'and The Gondoliers. John was 
a sensitive, effeminate child, 
quite unsuited to public-school 
life. He was brutally bullied but 
bravely founded a ballet society; 
he won reading prizes and he 
discovered Edward Gordon. 
Craig's writings on the theatre. 
He wanted to paint, dance and 
act, wrote to Craig for advice 
and received an inspiring letter 
of encouragement in return. 

These aspirations were bad- 
ly received by his father, who 
tried to deflect him into the- 
atrical management because it 
would make more money. In 
1 938 John entered LEcole des 
Beaux Arts, Lausanne, where be 
received the first prize in drawl- 
ing and design and then went on 
to the Bartlett School of Ar- 
chitecture, London University, 


where he took a course in in- 
terior decoration. In his spare 
time he todr baflet lessons at the 
Craske Ryan School while at- 
tending evening cla s se s in life 
drawing and painting under 
Mark Gertler and Meninsky. 

He then took a drama course 
at Everyman’s Theatre, Hamp- 
stead, and Sir Lewis Casson 
gave him the part of March- 
banks (a role in which he ex- 
celled) in Shaw's Candida, 
playing opposite Sybil Thorn- 
dike at the Oid Vic. Casson 
recognised Leather's abilities, 
saw that he was dissipating his 
talents and needed theatrical 
backbone. He was sent to Elsie 
Fogerty, the voice expert, and 
this brought him into the life of 
the actress Marti ta Hunt, who 
took him up and remained a 
lifelong friend. 

In 1940 Leather suffered a 
nervous breakdown, which led 
to his being confined. During 
the Second World War (in 
which he was unfit for service) . 
Hunt secured him Shakespear- 
ean parts in repertory and 
found work for him in Martin 
Browne’s Pilgrim Players and 
Casson’s Theatre Curtain Com- 
pany. He played in Sir John 
Gielgud’s last production of 
Harriet and in La FoUe de Quril- 
lot, with Hunt. But it was 
Marchbanks that remained his 
principal character and in the 
plays of Shaw that he shone. 
This culminated in a season of 
Shaw plays produced by Ellen 
Pollock at the Lyric Theatre. 
Hammersmith, in 1946. 

The Forties were John 
Leather’s theatrical apogee. 


Archaeology’ is a popular sci- 
ence and pastime in Japan, 
where every dig’s smallest dis- 
coveries make front page news. 

The man today considered to 
be the patriarch of Japanese ar- 
chaeology. Kivoyuki Higuchi. 
began as an unacknowledged 
hoy genius, v, hose hobby was re- 
search in the rich archaeologi- 
cal area around the ancient 
capital of Nura. the region 
where he was bom. This city, 
about 3 Hun south-east or Kyoto, 
on the Yumaio plateau, was 
founded in 710 AD under the 
mime of Heijokyo. The refine- 


mem of its culture still influ- 
ences Japanese art. architecture 
and literature. 

Grabbing for remnants of this 
distant riviUsitian was HiguchTs 
boyhood passion. He was self- 
educated until his discoveries 
(he had explored more than 600 
tombs and burial mounds) 
came to the attention of a great 
archaeologist. Ryuzo Torii, a 
professor at Kokugakuen Uni- 
versity in Tokyo, whose labours 
in the’ field had started in much 
the same way. When Higuchi 
was only in his third year at ju- 
nior high school Torii oversaw 


Many who saw him thought be 
was touched with genius - an 
opinion not necessarily shared 
by his fellow actors, who found 
him an idiosyncratic and un- 
predictable companion. 

In 1947, he started his own 
“Travelling Theatre" of dra- 
ma. song, music and poetry, a 
venture that survived for seven 
years. Travelling in an old mil- 
itary ambulance without a dri- 
ving licence (for which he was 
eventually imprisoned in Exeter 
Gaol - a period in which he 
worked in the library and 
looked back on as a golden time 
of contemplation), he and a 
company of two toured the 
country looking for fit-ups. Pa- 
tricia Brent, the BBC radio 
producer, who played on his first 
tour of Cornwall with John 
Maxwell, has only memories of 
incompetence and shambles. 
His programmes were too rar- 
efied for general taste, bouses 
were seldom good, accommo- 
dation hardly ever forjnd. 

Travelling Theatre^ took a 
turn for the better when David 
Fonsonby, a pupil of Nadia 
Boulanger, and Hazel Clare 
joined the company. Patrons 
were found in Lord Duncarmon, 
Sir Eug&n Mfllington-Drake, 
Marti ta Hunt and Esm£ Fercy. 
John Minton made exquisite pen 
drawings for the programmes. 
The shows - Abe, Alive Q, 
Skeptic Sceptres and Happy and 
Glorious - included translations 
from the lighter french and Ger- 
man writers, English Romantic 
and humorous playwrights and 
poets and recitals of early and 
contemporary keyboard music. 


his research thesis on the cul- 
tivation of rice and the Yayoi pe- 
riods, which lasted from about 
300 BC to 300 AD and was 
characterised by the creation of 
flooded rice fields, today's pad- 
dies. Encouraged by Professor 
Torii, Higuchi decided to devote 
his life to archaeology. 

His studies covered a wide ter- 
ritory of Japanese culture, for it 
was always his belief that ar- 
chaeology should be associated 
with the daily lives of ordinary 
people. So he investigated the ori- 
gins and development of Japan’s 
industrial history, the charcoal in- 


Poems of William Plainer and 
John Betjeman were set to 
music and performed. They 
delighted kindred spirits. 

In 1954, Harry Leather died 
and left John an independent in- 
come. This brought to an end 
his professional life in the 
theatre. He bought a small 
house and lived for a time on 
Ibiza, in Spain, long before it be- 
came a touristic purgatory. In 
1956 he had a second nervous 
breakdown and was a gain con- 
fined. The following year he 
moved to Primrose HOI and 
thereafter led a semi-redusive 
life broken by long periods in 
Spain, Italy and Morocco. 

His house was magically 
appointed with Empire furni- 
ture, mercury-spotted mirrors 
in gilded frames, lustres, early 
Staffordshire and Hispano- 
Mooresque pottery, faded Ori- 
ental rugs, books, musical 
Instruments,, white walls and 
dust It became Ins private world 

towtncta'jtew frere-arinutted- 

Ait : -"lS5ne’%to rescue as 
much in Neo-Romantic painting 
and drawing tis in the exercise of 
aesthetic judgement He was a 
critic of acute perdpience, and 
had an almost supernatural 
affinity with art and muse. His 
ideals wejee summed up in 
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vin- 
ci and Blake. Florence became 
bis spiritual home; Burckhardt 
and Berenson his mentors. 

It was in the Seventies that he 
. began to move mote freely in 
the world. He chose a mendi- 
cant life, delighted in cast-off 
clothes, free food and accom- 
modation in his wande ring s. He 


Kiyoyuki Higuchi 


let parts of his house for steep 
rents and could be a wearing 
landlord. In character be veered 
between an angel and a devfl, 

inspi ring and rffeny tin g rn flrpial 

measure, yet retaming a palpa- 
ble quality erf innocence. He let 
his appearance go and was 
overjoyed by the result. 

Tfcn years ago there came a 
change: Leather overcame an - 
intense aversion to plastic > and' 
had a plate of false teeth made. - 
This transformed his looks and 
be re-emerged as a beautiful old . 
man. with delicate features, his 
bead crowned by soft sflver 
hair. New vistas opened, he de- 
voted himself to good works, and 
with them came personal gifts 
of ever-inaeasmg sympathy. 

He unsuccessfully sought the- 
atrical parts as an actor of the 
old school and secured the 
fleeting interest of Derek Jar- 
man. He had an animating in- 
fluence on young artists and. 
photographers, some of whom 
used hm asnsubject He grew. 

and the final decadeoFtrislife 
was the happiest and, poten- 
tially, the most influential 
In conventional terms John 
Leather was a failure; but what 
he was able to give in under- 
standing (however forthright), 
■perception, illumination and 
intuition yielded fruit that 
would probably have surprised 
him; but not that much. . 

Anthony SjwondsoQ SJ 

John Adams Leather, actor and 
painter bom IBdey, ybrksfuri 30 
March 1916; died London 13 
February 1997. • 


dustry, the history of manners 
and Japanese women’s place in 
society - the first time so much 
scholarly attention had been 
paid to such a subiecL These re- 
searches became books: Kanto- 
fin to Kansaijin (“Kanto People 
and Kansai People” - tradition- 
al rivals) tuidJukaao no Nihon- 
jin (“The Pliable Nature of 
Japanese People”). He also 
wrote a history of Japan from the 
earliest times. Among his mast 
popular books was Umeboshi to 
Nihon to (“Umeboshi and the 
Japanese Sword” - the umeboshi, 
or salted sour plum, is acommon 
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Progr am me by John Minton for Leather’s Trnvefllng Theatre, cl950 


delicacy in Japanese cuisine), a 
wry tide in every respect for it 
makes humorous ’reference to 
Ruth Beoedicfs best-selling book 
The Chrysanthemum and the 
Sword (1946), a now somewhat 
disparaged work that the Amer- 
ican ethnologist wrote without 
ever having set foot in Japan. 
Higuchi’ s book was also a best- 
seller and the comical title 
earned him the affectionate nick- 
name of Professor Umeboshi 
After the Second World \4sr, 
Higuchi joined the research 
teams at the Toro ruins at Tbro 
Iseki in Shizuoka Prefecture 


when they began to be exca- 
vated in 1947. This Yayoi Pjpriv 
od site revealed vestiges of a 
dozen huts surrounded^ by 
wooden stockades* with' tiro 


40 rice fields separated by low 
earthen dykes. In 1965, Higuchi 
also discovered traces of irri- 
gation schemes here. It was 
from the experience be gained 
at this remarkably preserred site 
that Higuchi was able to build 
and expand the modern study 
of archaeology in Japan. 

Aixttber important discowary 
was that of the materials used 


to make, the comma or foetus- 
^^^^ fo n ental beads called 

to the Jomon Period (10,000- 
300BC). A- set .of magatama 
dating from the sixth century 
forms one of the three Imper- 
ial Regalia. Some of his dis- 
coveries were instinctive and 
derived from his wide knowl- 
edge of ancient literatures 
and Japanese legend. For ex- 
ample, certain verses of the 
sublime anthology of poetry, 
theManyoshu (eighth century 
AD) suggested to him sites 
where magatama and other rit- 


ual objects might be unearthed. 

Higuchi eventually followed 
his mentor Ryuzo Torii as Pro- 
fessor of Archaeology at Koko 
gakuen University in 1947 and 
was awarded many prizes and 
medals for his pioneering 
works. This charming, self- 
effacing, unpedantic yet rigor- 
ously correct scholar was a no- 
ble monument to culture, in 
every sense of that word. - 

James Kirkup 

Kiyoyuki Higuchi, archaeologist: 
bom Sakurai, Japan J907; died 
Tokyo 21 February 1997. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

IIALKYMrLE: Tn With and Olivia, a 
hilt. Sam lk« Tanullnn. on 21 Feb- 
itu tv l<*»" 

DEATHS 

JTTERNE: Max. immuwlugUt. an 2ti 
Ftfbnun. ao.il 91. He will lx: «c- 
m.iuif and bh> lil'e lv lehr j led ji 
S i 'Ulhampii >n CmihiIi Tium 1 x 1 Frkfen 
” .March. Jl I pm. VI.S|-«WJ 4443. 

.ViDuunccfflcols for Gazette BIRTHS. 
M4RRIAGLS & HEATHS fBirthv 
Adnptkra*. Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 
rial venieex In Mcmuriaim vhonkl be 
vent In whing 10 I be Gazette Editor. 
The Independent. 1 Canada Square. Co- 
rnu} \Vhart Lftndoa LU SUL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2011 1 24- hour 
ansvrrlng mac blur 0171-243 20121 or 
fined In 0171-293 2010. and are vhaiged 
at CL50 a lint- 1 \ \T evlnii. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

IX Pr»re™ Knd i-j.i .Tii lit ■ j in hiiUE,MLH 
lvd*l Mm. Lr. 1 ’.I' ’■! L'l. „ 1’i.^J.nl, 

kUalilO.' Alt V^iiiutilMU.'.niluLu-A-V- 
-■.muif lburJ.tnThLlint ijnucJr. Mtt 
J»II ill , IV .--J.nl Ih. IVid. 1 - • k'lMlTurf 111 
1 jr.r. ij» ■ «l i.Xi- IVnai 11 >fct llu-di 

IVkL'4, v-> 

Changing of the Guard 

tta llmclfl’li .i> .In HiQiiii.il Uic-ux-m dkuoi- 
it*. ' - u.it. • L:i 1*111.5 . IlnvctiunK 111 ". 1 1 

1 . . .1ril,.pV.,J.i.i.i.! in -onf- llvvhant .Inonl Jl 

B*rllnrtJ» JUJwr. I ..ll'iri IK 

1 .1, CVi.li. I I mil, I. 


Birthdays 

Mr Peter Alliss. golfer and broad- 
caster, rib: Sir Philip Bailhache. 
Buililf of Jersey, 51: Sir Peter Bax- 
cndelL former chairman. Havvlurr Sid- 
deley, 72; Miss Stephanie Beacbam, 
actress, 48; Mr Robin Cook MP, 5 1; 
Maj-Gcn Edwin Foacm. R3; Mr Ins- 
tan G arc!- Junes MP. 5b; Mrs Helen 
Grindroil QC. former Crown Court 
Recorder, 6 1; Sir Anthony Hawkxk- 
Allan. dm producer. 93: Admiral Sir 
frier Herbert, former chairman. 
SSAFA, bS: Maj-Gcn Michael 
Hobbs, director, Duke or Edin- 
burgh’s Award. 60; Professor 
Maxwell Irvine. Principal and Vicc- 
Chancctlor. Birmingham Lfaivci&'iy, 
58; Mr Jeremy Lancaster, chairman 
and managing director, Wolseley- 
Hushcs. hi; Mr Barry McGuigan, 
boxer. 3n; Mr Gcoigc Malcolm, mu- 
sician. SU; Mr Martin Marriott, for- 
mer Headmaster, CanTnrd School, 
65; Mr Brian Moore, football com- 

menutor. b5: Mr Robin Phillips, ac- 
tor and director, 55; Mr Peter 
Slnihard. Editor, the Times, 46; Sir 
John Swire, honorary president, 
John Swire and Sons. 70; Sir Brian 
Uiqubart. former United Nations of- 
ficial. 7S: Vice-Admiral Sir James 
Wealherall, Marshal of the Diplo- 
matic Corps, 61: Sir Michael Young- 
Hcrrics, termer chairman, Royal 
Bank of Scotland Group. 74. 

Anniversaries 

Births Michel Eyquem dc Mon- 
taigne. essayist, 1533; R.ichcl (Eliz- 
abeth Felix). ac(ns.v IS21; Charles 


Bkradin, tight-rope walker. 1824; 
Linus Cart Pauling, chemist and 
double Nobel prizewinner, 1901. 
Deaths: Henry James, novelist, 1916; 
Eugene Arnold Dolmctsch, early 
music enthusiast, 1940. On this day: 
the last British troops left India, 1948; 
(he first London production of the 
musical Cahant was presented, 1968; 
a general election in Britain result, 
ed in no overall majority. 1974. 
Today is the Feast Day of the Mar- 
tyrs of the Plague or Alexandria. St 
Hilants, pope. St Lupirinus. St Os- 
wald ofWoroester, St Protcrhis and 
St Romanes. 

Lectures 

National GaBoj; Alexander Sttugis. 
“Love ttvj; Bjussin, Gphalus and Au- 
rora , lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: David 
Huckvak, “The Development of 
Stringed Instruments”, 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Jill Lloyd in conversa- 
tion with William Vaughan, “Lovis 
Corinth: the early work”, lpm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins m London at 524pm. 

United Synagogues 0I81-J43 8989. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues 61S1-202 2243. 
Union aT Liberal and Progressive Syn- 
agogues: 0171-588 1663. Reform Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain; 0181-349 473 L 
' Spanish and Portuguese Jews Congre- 
gation: Q171-2S9 2573. New London Sm- 
agogoc (Masortih 6171-328 1026. ' 


Juries to be given guidance on awards against police 


Utompsoa and another v 
Commissioner of Potter of the 
Metropolis; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Wool/, Master of the Rolls, 
Lord Justice Auld, Sir Brian Neill) 
19 February 1997 

Juries when assessing dam- 
ages awarded to members of the 
public for unlawful conduct to- 
wards them by the police should 
in future be given guidance by 
the judge with a view to estab- 
lishing some relationship be- 
tween such awards and those 
obtained for personal injuries. 

Hie Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the Met- 
ropolitan Police Commiskmer 
against an award of £51,500 
damages made by Judge 
Quentin Edwards QC and a 
jury at Central London Coun- 
ty Coun on 12 June 1995 to 
Claudette Thompson for false 
imprisonment, assault and ma- 
licious prosecution. But the 
court allowed the Commis- 
sioner’s appeal against anoth- 
er award, of £220,000 damages 
made by Judge Edwards and a 
jury at the same court on 28 
March 1996 to Kenneth Hsu for 
wrongful arrest false impris- 


onment and assault, to the ex- 
tent of reducing the award to 
£35,000. 

David Pannick QC with Fiona Bar- 
ton in the first case and with Nicholas 
Ainlty in the second (Mdrcpadtan Po- 
lice Solicitor) for the Commissioner; 
BenEmmerson ( BM. Bimberg&Co ) 
for Miss Thompson and, led by 
Edward Fitzgerald QC (Christian 
Fisher A. Co) for Mr Hsu. 

Lord Woolf MR said that in 
such cases the jury should he 
told the only remedy they had 
power to grant a successful 
plaintiff was damages. Save in 
exceptional circumstances, 
damages were to compensate 
the plaintiff not to punish the 
defendant. 

At present, compensatory 
damages were either (a) ordi- 
nary or basic damages, or (b) 
aggravated damages, which 
should only be awarded where 
there were aggravating fea- 
tures about the defendant’s 
conduct (Special damages, in 
respect of some specific pecu- 
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niaiy.loss, should be explained 
separately.) 

Basic damages would de- 
pend on the drammances and 
degree of harm to the plaintiff. 
Juries should be given an ap- 
propriate bracket as a starting 
point, to be determined by the 
judge after hearing submis- 
sions from counsel in the jury’s 
absence. 

For wrongful arrest and false 
imprisonment, the starting 

point would be about £500 for 
the first hour of loss of liberty, 
with additional amounts there- 
after but on a reducing scale, 
so as to keep damages pro- 
portionate with those paid in 
personal injuries cases and be- 
cause the plaintiff was entitled 
to a higher rate for the initial 
shock of arrest. For wrongful 
custody of 24 hours about 
£3,000 would be appropriate. 

For malicious prosecution 
the figure should start at about 
£2,000 and for. prosecution 
continuing for as long as two 
years, the case being taken to 


the Crown Court, an award of 
£10,000 would be appropriate. 
Where malicious prosecution 
resulted in a conviction which 
was only set aside on appeal, a 
larger award was justified. 

Aggravated damages should 
be awarded where there were 
aggravating features about the 
case which would result in a ba- 
sic award not sufficiently com- 
pensating the plaintiff. Such 
features included humiliating 
circumstances at the time erf ar- 
rest or high-handed, insulting, 
malicious or oppressive conduct 
by those responsible for the 
plaintiffs arrest, imprisonment 
or prosecution. 

Contrary to present practice, 
when making an award of oth- 
er than basic damages, the jury 
should made a separate award 
for each category of damages. 

Aggra vated damages, where 
appropriate, were unlikely to be 
less than £1,000, but would or- 
dinarily oot be as much as twice 
the basic damages unless the ba- 
Sfo award was modest It should 


be strongly emphasised to the 
jury that the total figure for ba- 
sic and aggravated damages 
should not exceed what they 
considered fair compensation. 

Where there was evidence to 
support a claim for exemplary 
damages, the jury should be 
told that although it was not 
normally possible to award 
damages to punish the defen- 
dant, it was possible in excep- 
tional cases where there had 
been conduct, including op- 
pressive or arbitrary behav- 
iour, by police officers which 
deserved the exceptional rem- 
edy. Such damages were un- 
likely to be less than £5,000. 
and might be as much as 
£25,000, with an absolute max- 
imum erf £50,000 for cases di- 
rectly involving misconduct trv 
officers of at least the rank of 
superintendent. 

Any improper conduct of 
which the jury found the plain- 
tiff guilty could reduce or even 
eliminate any award of aggra- 
vated or exemplary damages 
if it contributed towards (he 
police conduct complained of. 

P»d Magrath. Barrister 
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an opportunity, not a threat 


W hy shouldn’t we clone 
h uman beings? It seems 
likely that scientists will 
soon fed a way to produce a healthy 
baby that is an exact genetic replica 
of an existing person. After the 
cloning ofDoify the sheep, there axe 
still problems with inserting into a 
new animal genes which have been 
damaged by the passage of tin*^ hut 
they axe almost certain to be solved. 
Marie, to the point, once human 
cloning is possible, someone, some- 
where is going to do it, even if those 
problems have not been solved. 
This means.a big dislocation in our 
moral universe. 

So we had better decide what we 
think about it Our contribution to 
this debate is simple: we axe all for 
it We must not try to shackle the 
human yearning to find things out 
The worst response now would be 
to be guided by our emotional reac- 
tion against scientists dabbling in 
“unnatural” experiments. Our start- 
ing position is that the research 
must go on and if, when human 
cloning becomes possible, it seems 
that we would learn more by doing 
it, we see no objection in principle. 

Of course, messing about with 
genes is frightening. But the alter- 
native is to say, “We don’t want to 
know that”, and try to stop the 
onward rush of curiosity, which 


could have -even more frightening 
consequences, lake the analogy of 
splitting the atom. That has made 
the world a more dangerous place, 
but would it have been right not to 
do. it? At the time, this was not a 
choice, because the Allies were in 
a ; race against the enemies of 
democracy and, fortunately for us, 
the right side won. It mi^ht have 
been better to have split the atom 
and then chosen not to drop the 
Bomb, but it could never have been 
right to tell thesdentists to stop. 

The choice is not so stark now, but 
the principle still applies. We could 
argue that, as it is going to happen 
anyway, it doesn’t matter whether or 
not human cloning is a good thing . 
The decision yesterday to allow 
Diane Blood to be inseminated 
with her dead husband's sperm in 
Belgium makes a mockery of the 
British law on fertility, and the 
same is likely to happen to the 
British ban on human cloning. 

We could argue that it would be 
wrong for the Western scientific 
dlite to abdicate its leadership, even 
assuming it could be persuaded to, 
because that leadership would then 
pass to those who are less account- 
able to rational democratic debate, 
less answerable to international 
controls. 

But neither argument would 
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answer the fundamental question: 
would it be right to clone a person? 
Because if there were a good argu- 
ment against cloning, there would 
be a good case for international con- 
trols of the kind being urged yes- 
terday by Dagraar Roth-Behrendt, 
a German Euro-MP. The cause of 
international regulation is not yet 
hopeless: no one would describe the 
controls on world-wide nuclear pro- 
liferation as perfect, but catastrophe 
has so far been averted. 

The possibility of cloning people 
is in a different category of scientific 
advance, in that the product would 


be a person. This undoubtedly raises 
several disturbing issues, but these 
have been clouded by B -movie 
images of scientists as crazed Dr 
Frankenstein figures. We need to 
forget the science-fiction idea of 
clones as some kind of mass- 
produced robotic slave, and think 
instead in terms of identical twins. 
Identical twins are genetically the 
same as each other, yet grow into 
distinct and autonomous individ- 
uals. It may seem gross to copy a 
human being, and it is hard to 
imagine a woman who would want 
to bear a clone child. But organ 


transplants were quite recently 
regarded as a form of grave-robbing, 
whereas now it would be ethically 
unsound not to cany out a trans- 
plant if it were possible to do so. 

It may seem unfair to the indi- 
viduals concerned that they should 
discover their artificial origin and 
then live their lives as scientific 
experiments. But Louise Brown, 
the first test-tube baby, has lived 
with her (admittedly less dramatic) 
knowledge, and it is one of the char- 
acteristics of living things that they 
tend not to Tesent being alive. 

Some of the critics of cloning have 
called for research to be directed 
instead into finding a cure for can- 
cer or for Aids. This is a piquant 
misunderstanding, because it is the 
technology of cloning and genetic 
manipulation which offers the most 
promising avenues for doing pre- 
cisely these things. 

That is why. while wc applaud rhe 
spirit and foresight of our legis- 
lators, we do not agree with the ban 
on human cloning in the 19*10 
Human Fertilisation and Embryoi- 
ogy Act, which was supported by the 
genetic advisory committee yester- 
day. The response to scientific dis- 
coveries should not be bans but 
more research, more debate, more 
involvement by scientists themselves 
in public argument, and more polit- 


ical controls, including international 
agreements. 

The case against humanity's abil- 
ity to safeguard its destiny is not 
made by scientific breakthroughs, 
but by our collective inability to pro- 
tect our environment and sustain the 
ecology of the planet. In the end. 
cloning and genetic manipulation 
are more likely to provide the solu- 
tion to this threat than to add to it. 


Er, no, you can’t 
meet the mayor 

T he trio that heads the Serbian 
opposition is on tour around 


Europe. For the last few days, they 
have been in London. After finally 
getting Slobodan Milosevic to recog- 
nise their victories in local elections, 
they want help to promote democracy 
in Serbia. Among others, they have 
been meeting the elected leaders of 
Europe's capitals to i'onn eity-to-city 
links. Excellent idea - but just a bit 
difficult here, because we don't have 
anyone elected to represent the 
whole ot London. As Zoran Djind/ic. 
the mayor of Belgrade, commented, 
maybe Britain can learn something 
from Serbia when it comes to local 
democracy. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Forgotten 
victims of 
legal bias 


Sin Andreas Whittam Smith's 
article (“Many hands have been 
tilting the balance of justice”, 25 
February) gets it right. ^ This is 
paitiralariy so in relation to the 
excessive enthusiasm of some 
prosecutors and members of die 
judiciary to obtain and uphold 
convictions because it seems to 
them right to do so far reasons 
unconnected with the precise justice 
of tiie case before them. Prejudice 
in the court below with pr^ 


& i. 


Why England is 
short; of water 


Sir. F Maty Foole (letter. 2h 
Febru ary ) "marve Is that parched 
Arizona has abundant water 


supplies, in contrast to England, 
“where rainfall is plentiful". 


“where rainfall is plentiful". 
Consider;) few facts. 

England has no high mountains 
and glaciers, and therefore no large 
rivers. Compared with Arizona's 
mighty Colorado, the Thames 
above Teddington is a ditch. 
Eastern England may feel damp, 
but is rather dzy: Cambridge has 


less annual rainfall than any place 
in Italy. South-east England has the 


highest population per hectare of 
catchment area in the world (not 


are well-known phenomena. What * 
is often not realised b that this is the 


dp of the iceberg." 

The famous cases where justice _ 
has been achieved onty through 
obdurate pressure are cases where 
there arepolitical overtones, or 
massive public enthusiasm or 
doughty believers. The mere 
ordinary person who does not 
create an image for a pressure 
group or has not the unforgiving 
hardworking support of enthusiasts 
remains racaroerated. 

It fe hoped that the new 
commission w31 reverse the trend, 
but some remain cynicaL 
Unfortunate that it starts business 
on 1 April ■ 

MICHAEL BECKMAN QC 
Lincoln’s Inn 
London WC2 






catchment area in the world (not 
counting Gibraltar. Hong Kong; 
etc). Much of Arizona has fewer 
than five persons per square mile. 

Most consumers don't pay for 
water by how much they use, so 
they have no incentive to 
economise. No wonder we use 
“spending money like water* to 
describe profligacy. 

A few years ago I pioneered a 
department at Cranfield University 
to teach these and allied facts. It 
thrives, but clearly the message still 
needs spreading. 

Professor GEORGE SQLT 
Emberton, Bu cJdnghtimshhv 




Sin Andreas WhzUam Smith has 
taken do prisoners and none of us 
can be complacent. 

But the openness of disclosure of 
evident today does not mean 
widespread deliberate malpractice 
hitherto, as if senior practitioners 
somehow felt compelled to obtain 
convictions at all costs. That 
suggests a want of integrity which is 
not fair, notwithstanding . 
fundamental criticism after 
miscarriages of justice. 

NTGEL PASCOE QC 
Chairman, Bpr Public Affairs 
Committee 
Winchester 


imkxxmumSprooen guilty— 
because no one can find time to put 
them on trial 
SHEILA D HAYDEN 
Sutton Coldfield West Midlands 


Sir Mr Whittam Smith has looked 
in the wrong place for the principal 
unfairness in English justice. As in 
many things in life, money talks. He 
should compare the money behind 
the police and the prosecution with 
that paid t o the d efence. 

BARRY CUTTER 
Jtyde, Isle of Wight ■ 


Tanker lesson 
was ignored 


Empress some three months Jaler. 
FWiy laden tankers should all be 
provided with adequately powered 

befbre these vessels ap^iadhmiy 
marine oil tenmnal in the UK. Tug 
charges would be a minor cost in 
comparison to the£126m that the 
Internationa] Oil Pollution 


dangerously few. Why not just let 
them die out? 

KEVIN SHDJLJBTO 
Shipping Consultant 
London SW3 


Sin I am not against the video 
recording of suspects in police 
stations (report, 25 February). It is 
a step in the right direction and 
prevents pofice officers 
mtimidatmgsuspects. 

However, it would be wrong for 
the Crown to suggest that a 


Sir: I cannot accept the assertion by 
Viscount Goschen, the Minister for 
Shipping Getter, 18 February) that 
the Government’s only interest is 
to ensure that the facts are 
established and all the lessons 
learnt He was referring to the . 
Marine Accident Investigation - 

Branch (MAEB) and its report into 


suspect’s body movements 
recorded on video are indicative of 


gtrill. A police station is a very 

frightemngplace. If a suspect 

shuffles on fibs or her chair when an 
important question is being asked, • 
it has nothing to do with guilt and 
probably has more to do with the 
suspect wanting to go to the toilet. 

. lAMESNICHOL 
Londontid 

(T^auAto-issoScHtX'tod^Atee 
mmreteasedfiomprisoninlhe 
Bridgewater case) 


in February 1996 and die spillage of 
72,000 tons of crude ofl. 

This particular report is not yet 
published, bttt another very 
relevant report by the MAIB has 
been. This relates to thegrenmding 
of the Norwegian tanker Borga in 
the entrance to Milford Haven 
Waterway on 29 October 1995. The 
Borga was loaded with 1 12^XX) tons 
of crude oil at the time. Here was a 
modem, well-maintained tanker, 
with a pDot on board, in good clear 

weather, going aground due to : 
mmo r technical difficulties: 

Luck was on Milford Haven's 
side that morning: the weather 

remained goodand the third - 


pay for the Sea Empress damage 
<jflims l for aample. 

ft is a reflection ofhow much we 
ignore the lessons provided by 
tanker accidents that the Sea • 
Empress entered Milford Haven 
Waterway two hours before low • 
water, unaided. 

SIMON D ABROGAN . 

Stronsay; Orkney 


out that 90 per cent of known oO 
reserves must stay in the ground if 
global warming is to be tackled, and 
that this is not yet United Kingdom 
policy. Our achievement on attaining 


SSn Recent correspondence on 
pollution from supertankers 
neglects developments that are - 


obsolete. New sources of crude 
closer to consuming countries than 
the Gulf reduce the ton/mile factor 
and need for economies of scale in 

trans portation. Crude from the vast 
upcomingTeserves of Central Asia 
cannot be loaded into VLCCs - 
Afeiy Large Crude Carriers) in the 
Black Sea because of Bosphorus 
restrictions. Finally, “just in time” 


driven by the doting of the coal 
mines and and market-led “dash for 
gas". Therefore Mr Glimmer's oft- 
quoted statements of concern on the 
greenhouse effect (leading artide, 22 
Fyjniaxy) have not been turned into 
meamngnil poiky . 

Offshore, our oil policy is one of 

maximum extraction and our sectors 
are (firty and iB-regulated, while the 
implementation of the European 
Habitats Directive is largely stalled 
where it conflicts with inaistxy. Mr 
Glimmer may spout “green”, but in 
a partywhere market forces are all 
the real question is^ whether or not 
he has had any real influence. 
PETERHACK 
Friends cf the Earth, Bristol 


even part of their salaries in dollars, 
“easy” means in this context “not 
theoretically impossible”. Dollars 
are also vital for buying other 
imports, such as soap. 

It is no surprise that many 
Cubans resort to prostitution or the 
black market, since a job paid in 
pesos will never allow luxuries such 
as Coca-Cola. The “dollar 
apartheid” is another consequence 
of being the only people in the 
world oppressed by two 
governments at once. 

SEBASTIAN BOYD 
I Manchester 


Tube needs cash, 
not a shake-up 


Sin I am surprised at your leading 
article (26 February) arguing that 


Sin Contrary to the impression 
gained by F Mary Poole, Arizona 
and the rest of th*e US South-west 
make a very bad example of water 
m a n agement The Colorado is no 
longer mighty - not only has it been 
tamed and dammed, with many 
adverse ecological effects, but It 
now disappears into the Mexican 
sands before even reaching the 
Pacific. The water table has been 
lowered throughout the region, and 
Las Vegas is in grave danger of 
running out of water. 

The conspicuous consumption of 
water in this area, with no thought 
either for the environment or 
future generations, Ls an excellent 
example for us of how not to do it. 
ALAN P HOWES 
Dunblane, Perthshire 


privatisation may be the way 
forward for London 


forward for London 
Underground. 

London Underground is not 
simply a metropolitan version of 
the old British Rail, weighed do» 


Put your money 
on the asteroid 


the old British Rail, weighed down 
by outdated practices and 


unimaginative management It 
already has in place the flexible 


oxide purchase policies adopted 
recently by refiners obviate the 
need for huge tings of crude that tie 
up capital or incur pointless 
interest charges. 

* Global warming looms laige in 
t he considerations ofpotential ; _ 
contractors of new VLCCs. 

Current contracts for replacement 
of these ageing dinosaurs are 


Cola in Cuba 


Sin It seems a pecul&r feature of 

theFnglish legal system that a High 

Court judge (report, 25 February) is 
prepared to spend 10 days deriding 
the difference between a penguin 
and a pufliti —which any intefligent 
10-year-old could teHhim in less 
than 1 Of minutes — when dozens c?" 
priSGE-fis languish in jail on remand 
forafcths, orevenyeais- 


poUutioncwcurred Concerned at a 
possible recurrence of the apparent 
ste ering failure during Borgars 
transit, the Coastguard Agency 

insisted that the vessel was 

provided with a escort tug when she 
sailed for Hamburg after 


Sir. Susan Stevens Getter, 26 
Rteiiaiy) asks why it is easy to buy 
Coca-Cola in Cuba, despite the US 
trade embarao. The answer is that it 
is imported from Mexico. The irony 
is that It must be bought in US 
dollars. Given that only those 
Cabans employed in certain 
sectors, such as tourism, are paid 


Schools hazard 

Sin The Cancer Research 
Campaign (CRC) is to educate 
children as young as nine in the facts 
about cancer (report, 24 February). 

Of course smoking is a major cause 
of lung cancer. However, 
environmental and occupational 
cancers arc not msignificanL 

Exposure to asbestos dust causes 
more than 3,000 cancer deaths per 
year. Many of our schools are 
riddled with asbestos. In 1994, 
Shirley Gibson, 36, became the first 
teacher to die of the asbestos 
cancer mesothelioma. Marry local 
authorities have not identified the 
potential asbestos hazard in their 
schools, let alone done anything 
about it 
AJPDALTON 
National Health and Safety 
Co-ordinator 

Transport and General Workers 
Union 

London SWI 


Yet thefong-ienn lesson was 
atissed entirely, approved by the 
grounding of the unescorted Sea 
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already has in place the flexible 
work patterns that the newly 
privatised rail companies are 
introducing. For some years now 
its management has been making a 
cogent case for the expansion of 
the Underground. 

We must not allow the congested 
rush-hour conditions - which is all 
many people experience - to blind 
us to the fact that the Underground 
provides Londoners with a solid 
service from the early morning 
until well past midnight: the trains 
are frequent, fast, and usually 
reliable. 

The spectacular structural 
failings that take place from time 
to time have nothing to do with 
management or staff attitudes: 
they are simply a legacy of years of 
under-investment. 

The way forward is not to get 
bogged down in the disruptive 
process of privatisation, but for 
the next government to ensure 
that London Underground is able 
to get sufficient money, from both 
public and private sources, to 
enable it to run a modem metro 
which can play an important role 
in cutting the congestion on the 
capital's roads. 

JOHN STEWART 
Chair, Alarm UK 
London E3 


Sin “I'm no statistician," writes 
Charles Wroc (letter, 26 February). 
Nor, it would seem, a veiy careful 
reader of Oliver Morton's excellent 


and thought- provo king article (“So 
who cares if the sky is falling'.’”, 25 


February). 

The reason there have been a 
hundred or so National Lottery 
jackpot-winners is that the draw 
has taken place once or twice a 
week for the past couple of years. 
Alas, usually only one or two 
people win each "time. 

In contrast, a smallish asteroid hits 
the Earth only about once in SQOJXK) 
years, but would IdD about a quarter 
of the global population m one go. 
"Biting the long-term average, the 
odds of ihis happening to any one of 
us in our lifetime are indeed greater 
than those of winning the lottcrv. 

Dr DAVID A ROTHERY 
Department of Earth Sciences 
The Open Unh’crsity 
Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 


Takes the cake 


Sir I read with interest the 
discussions about whether 
prisoners’ food was giving them 
enough nutrition (“Mrs Howard 
denies jail comment", 25 
February). Are wc coming to the 
position where prisoners will be 
seat a file with a cake inride? 
ROGER BRIMBLE 
South Croydon, Surrey 
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They used to 
be places where 
you went to buy 
food, but now 
they are vast, 
sparkling 
commercial 
centres. And 
there’s much 
more to come, 
says Ann 
Treneman 


Date Two weeks before the gen- 
eral election in the year 2007. 
Place: A supermarket, though it 
is nowcalleda Consumer Com- 
munity Centre. 

Seme: A num wearing a com- 
munity enhancement monitor 
badge stops a customer as she. 
looks over the Great British (nee 
Bntssels) sprouts. * I hope we can 
count on your vote?" he says. 
"Oh yes, l always vote Salis- 
bury's - always have since you 
took over managing that other 
lot, " she says and starts testing 
the sprouts for genetic defects. 

T his may sound like 
science fiction but 
don't bet your Brus- 
sels sprouts on iL 
Supermarkets are 
on a roll ana no one knows 
where they are going to end up. 
Only a few years ago they were 
merely purveyors - and not 
very efficient ones at that - of 
boring old British food. Gravy 
granules were about as exciting 
as it got and the only thing that 
came free was the grimace at 
the check-out. 

Nowadays one cannot see 
the gravy for the guacamole 
and soon it will be smiles all 
round as you nip down aisle 10 
to find an extra-special mort- 
gage deal. 

Hardly a week passes with- 
out some big supermarket 
news. Today sees the launch of 
Tesco’s 24- hour shopping 
experiment. Last week Sains- 
bury’s Bank made its debut in 
selected stores, putting savings 
accounts and credit cards up 
there on the shelf with own- 
brand baked beans. 

And don’t forget the “first- 
ever” direct baby catalogue 
and Internet home shopping 



be possible to go to Sains* 
tony's, say, and do all your food 
shopping, do your post office 
transactions, do your banking, 
have a meal, go nest door to 
the SavaCenire and buy your 
household things and come 
out and fill up with petrol/* says 
Sue Keane. 

'Perhaps on the way you 


Out with half-day dosing, and In with aB-ragJit opening: the Bouncing Clock teSs punters at Tosco near Gatwick airport that they can shop at any tune 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 
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and self-scanning trolleys. 
Everything is “new”, “unprece- 
dented”, “unique” and offers - 
of course . - “Unbeatable 
Value”. 

Confused? Join the dub - or 
perhaps you already have. 
After all you can now get 5 per 
cent gross interest on some 
“dub card” credit balances. 
“This means that customers 
can save as they spend,” says 
one supermarket press release, 
“and when there is a special 
occasion to spend a bit more, 
they can apply for a credit 
limit and won’t have to worry.” 
This is fine if you also believe 
that pigs can fly - “See Aisle 
Six for our Air-Reared Pork” - 
and that the green cheese 
made by that nice Mr Moon is 
going to be on sale soon. 

Any time anyone other than 
a close relative offers anxiety- 
free credit we should get wor- 


ried. But we won’t For starters, 
the new supermarket banks 
are offering rather good deals 
- for now - and they have an 
incentive to continue to do so 
for a little time yet. A Gallup 
poll shows that almost half of 
all shoppers cany loyalty cards 
and supermarkets are hell-bent 
on increasing that figure. 

“But have you seen the 
prices lately?” asks a friend 
who has just changed from 
Sarnsbury’s to Somerfield in 
search of a lower shopping 
bill. But many supermarkets 
seem to have switched from 
cutting prices to providing 
“extra value”. 

There’s a lesson here and it 
is much like the one preached 
by John Travolta’s angel in the 
new film Michael. The story, as 
he tells it, involves a discussion 
between the sun and wind, 
with the latter bragging about 
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Radio highlights mchuk 
The bowler is Holding... 
Botham’s “leg over” 
Johnners and the cream cake 


bis great powers. “See that 
man down there in that coat?” 
the wind asks the sun. “Just 
watch while I make him take it 
off.” And so the wind huffs and 
puffs and blows and blows. 
But the man only wraps up 
tighter. “Let me try,” says the 
sun and starts to Deam. In a 
minute the man takes off his 
coat, no sweat. 

The loyalty card has several 
solar-powered features. We 
feel good as the points add up. 
We feel as if we are “earning” 
something. We only feel a lit- 
tle embarrassed as we stand in 
front of an industrial-sized jar 
of mayonnaise wondering if 
we should get three for the 
price of two and “earn” 100 
bonus points. It is now one of 
my persona] goals in life to 
“earn” enough bonus points to 
pay for an entire week’s shop- 
ping. My friends say this is sad 
but they are just jealous 
because they keep cashing in 
their reward points to pay for 
the odd bit of dry-cleaning. My 
loyalty has been bought, no 
sweat. 

Besides offering Unbeat- 
able Value, supermarkets are 
working hard to liven up what 
used to be your basic hunter- 
gatherer slog' around a store. 

Shop TUI You Drop - the new 
Channel 4 series on the 
anthropology of the aisles" - 
notes that it is normal for shop- 
pers to go into a trance-like 
state while manoeuvring their 
trolleys. During this time, the 
eye blink rate goes down to 14 
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per min ute but when we see 
something interesting it imme- 
diately goes bade to a normal 
32 per minu te. AD of those 
snazzy arrows, signs and bold 
packaging are put there with 
the goal of increasing your 
blink rate. 

Supermarkets now aim to be 
“fun'' and “exciting” - and 
they will even let you go to the 
lavatory without having to com- 
pete for the Bafta for best act- 
ing performance 
in pursuit of a 
public conve- 
nience. There are 
cafes and news- 
stands and non- 
dispensing phar- 
macies. The 
battle is on to 
allow real drag? 
for sale here, but 
who needs Prozac 
when you are sur- 
rounded by retail 
therapy? 

Extended 

hours have pro- 

vided what they • 
call new “oppor- 
tunities” for shopping. “Sunday 
opening has changed many 
households' complete way of 
life," says consumerpsycholo- 
gjst Sue Keane. “The whole 
family may go shopping and 
perhaps have hutch. It’s a fam- 
ily outing. It's an evenL” 

That event at Tesco’s super- 
store uear Gatwick airport 
seems to be a carnival. Even 
the trolleys lined up at the 
entrance look dressed to kill in 


4 The battle 
is on to sell 
real drugs 
here, but who 
needs Prozac 
when you are 
surrounded 
by retail 
therapy? 9 


their various guises and colour 
schemes. Just outside the door 
a Budgie the Helicopter chil- 
dren’s ride acts as a sort of 
gyrating welcoming commit- 
tee. The store stocks 18,000 dif- 
ferent products and has 800 car 
parking spaces. It sells clothing 
and petrol and has a cafd that 
does takeaway Indian tandoori 
and Chinese meals, 

.Just inside the door is a 
character who seems to have 
escaped from 
Enid Blyton's 
Faraway Tree. 
“This is our 
Bouncing Clock.” 
says store genera] 
manager Paul 
Smythe, intro- 
ducing a blow-up 
watcbface. You 
know it is human 
because of the 
arms, legs and 
voice telling yon 
it is hot in there. 

Mr Smythe 
explains: “He has 
to bounce to 
keep the air cir- 
culating.” Good for the calf 
muscles and for getting the 
message across: no one can 
resist going up to him and tak- 
ing a “Shop Around the CJock” 
leaflet >. 

“We were open 24 hours 
just before Christinas and it 
was a huge success,” says Mr 
Smythe. The store took the 
same in one night as it did dur- 
ing a normal day and the cus- 
tomers loved it “We even had 


a couple who came straight 
from a gala ball to do their 
shopping in ballgown and blade 
tie. Another came in night- . 
gown and pyjamas.” 

The 24-hour experiment is 
for one night a week - Fridays 

- at four stores around Eng- 
land. In addition to the pyjama 
crowd, Mr Smythe is expecting 
lots of normal types. There 
are the shift-workers from 
Gatwick and also the worka- 
holics who roil away until after 
10pm or so anyway. 

“We also had lots of mums 
who came without the chil- 
dren either late at night or 
early in the morning,” he says, 
“and some older people, too, 
who just wake up real early.” 

It sounds logical but you do 
not have to think back so very 

- far to realise this constitutes 
something of a revolution. 
“When I started with Thsco’s 
some 20 years ago there was a 
half-day closing on Wednesday 
and a half-day on Saturday," 
says Mr Smythe. 

“I remember when we 
opened all day Saturday, peo- 
ple said it would never work. 
Then we opened on Wednes- 
days and then until 8 one night 
a week, and on and on.”-. 

Where will it all end? In the 
short term, the freneticpace 
seems set to continue. There 
will be more 24-boor experi- 
ments. more loyalty card deals, 
more services and take-away 
tandooris. In the long term, 
think even bigger. 

“Ten years from now it will 


your holiday and by then you 
can probably also book that 
there as welL" 

Of course, one might need 
someone to go on holiday 
with and they could stop by 
the supermarket dating 
agency. After all it is not only 
Armistead Man pin in bis Tales 
of the City who claims that the 
ang les are the perfect place for 
cruising. In America, book- 
shops are holding singles’ 
nights. It cannot be long 
before some supermarkets 
here do, too. 

Not all supermarkets, of 
course. Some seem to have 
remembered that they exist to 
sell food and one or these is 
Asda. “No we are not going to 
be a bank. We are trying to be 
a shop,” says Archie Norman, 
the 42-year-old chairman. 

“We see the future as being 
about food - fresh, pre-pre- 
pared and ready-to-eat - and 
things that go with that, like 
health care and clothing for all 
the family. That’s our chosen 
agenda. We see the future 
about offering better value and 
offering more excitement 
rather than getting into very 
complicated services winch are 
the province of other large 
industries.” 

Mr Norman would like to 
see such thing s as health clin- 
ics in his supermarkets and it 
is these kinra of services that 
could stop us from becoming a 
nation of couch potatoes who 
order our spuds and every- 
thing else via die Internet. 

Jill Rawlins of Somerfield 
predicts that in 10 years it may 
be normal to order “standard 
supplies” via the Internet but 
believes we will continue to 
shop in person for meals, fresh 
fruit and vegetables and for 
social (not to mention health) 
reasons. 

And what of politics? There 
does seem to be a connection, 
though hardly on the same 
level as the mangetoul buyer 
who was feted by farm workers 
in Zimbabwe recently as the 
“King of Tesco”. But we have 
had some politics from the 
Sainsburys - both Tun and 
David - and Archie Norman is 
standing as a Tbiy candidate in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

“I’ve been absolutely explicit 
that our business is not a polit- 
ical business in any sense of the 
word,” says Mr Norman. 
“There are no circumstances in 
which Asda will be involved 
with politics.” 

Sue Keane laughs at the 
very idea but then flunks aloud: 
“l most say that supermarkets 
have more influence on the 
normal side of our lives than 
politicians have. Maybe the 
day wfll come when the market 
researchers will come round 
and knock on your door and 
say: ‘Are you voting Sainsbury 
or Asda?’ I can see no reason 
why they wouIdn’L Gosh, I 
think they’d get a lot of votes.” 
See, no sweat. 


Pig’s ears give me something to chew on 


W hen you meet 

vegetarians, you are 
supposed to find 
out what kina of vegetarian 
they are - whether they are 
vegans, whether they eat fish 
occasionally, if they abhor 
cheese and milk, and so on. 
When vegetarians come to 
supper, you are supposed to 
cater for their particular 
tastes, which you have 
established in advance. 

But if you are a carnivore 
(as I am) you soon realise 
that vegetarians do not 
generally cater for your 
strange tastes when you go to 
cat at their place, and nor do 
they ever bother to establish 
what kind of a carnivore you 
are. They probably do not 
even realise that there are 
different grades of carnivore 
as there are different ranks 
of vegetarian. Oh. but there 
are, there are. It is very 
unusual to meet a carnivore 
who mil cat everything that 
an animal can provide. For 
instance, I know carnivores 
who will tuck into steak 
tartarc but who will not cat 
offal such as liver and 
kidney. I like liver and 
kidney but I draw the line 
somewhere between steak 
tart are and sushi. Precisely 


where I draw this line am not 
sure, oral least 1 was not 
sure untfl yesterday when I 
found myself in a queue in a 
butcher's shop behind a 
woman who was buying pig’s 
ears. Nothing else. Just a pair 
of pig’s ears. I then knew 
that i had met someone who 
was prepared to go further 
down the line than 1 was. 
Most internal offal I can 
handle. External offal has me 
looking the other way. Kg's 
trotters, duck’s feet, Bath 
chaps - no thanks. 

The trouble is that these 
delicacies are often thought 
to be exotic specialities of a . 
kind that should appeal to 
the adventurous and well- 
travelled, and nobody likes to 
be thought unadventurous 
and badly travelled. Usually 
they are extremely ethnic in 
origin, being part of 
something like Chinese • 
regional cooking or black 
American soul food. But 
surely the reason that 
peasant cooking offers such 
well-cooked extremities is 
that peasants often have 
nothing else to eat and have 
to make do with interesting 
ways of cooking these anim al 
scraps. People, 1 hope, only 
eat pig’s trotters because 



Miles 

Kington 

pork chops are unavailable 
Or beyond their pocket I 
would hate to flunk that 
people actually prefer pig’s 
trotters to pork chops, or 
would plump for andouiUettes 
when they can get properly 
made sausages. . 

Which is why I was rather 
perturbed to see a young 
woman buying a pair of pig’s 
ears yesterday, in Mr 
Bartlett's shop in Green 
Street, Bath. You can get 
anything you like there, 
from rabbit and pigeon to 
haggis and wild boar, as well 
as the more normal things, 
so it is a Utile worrying to 


see people opt for pig's ears. 

I nave been adventurous 
in my own day, let me stress. 

I have eaten alligator in 
Louisiana, and delicious it 
was. I have eaten roast 
guinea pig in Peru, and very 
interesting it was. I have even 
eaten deep-fried hams in 
Edinburgh and you don’t get 
much more high-risk than 
when you adopt the 
dangerous Scottish way of 
earing. I once ate sea slug in 
a Chinese restaurant in 
Richmond, which I shall 
never do again, as I cannot 
imagine anything worse than 
sea dug. . 

Unless it is tripe. Despite 
the advocacy of Bill Tidy’s 
“Fosdyke Sag?", I have never 
seen the least attraction in 
tripe, which has all the visual 
appeal of left-over 
floorcloths. The only time I 
ever dared to eat it was when 
I was staying in Normandy 
years ago, and reckoned that 
if the French couldn’t cook it 
properly nobody could, and 
now was the time to take my 
courage in both hands. So I 
led for u Tripes d la mode 
e Caen" as dish of the day. I 
did not enjoy it Never again. 
' “Can I freeze these?" the 
young woman buying the 
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pig’s ears asked the butcher. 

It was even worse than I 
thought. She wanted to keep 
them for a special occasion. 
How special could a special 
occasion get, that she was 
going to bring pig's ears out 
of the freezer? And what 
would she do with them once 
she had got them out? How 
did you cook and eat pig's 
ears? 

“Excuse me," I said 
bravely, “but I have never 
seen anyone buying pig's ears 
before. What are you going 
to do to them?” 

Her startled look melted 
into slight embarrassmenL 
“Well,” she said, “I’m 
going to photograph them.” 

I couldn’t let her stop 

there. 

“May I ask why you are 
going to photograph them?” 
“I have been asked to do a 
book cover design, for a new 
edition of Orwell's Animal 
Farm, and I wanted to try 
something a bit different. So 
I thought, why not pig’s 
eats..." 

“So you're not going to eat 
them?” 

u Eat them ? What a 
horrible' idea!” 

Maybe she was a 
vegetarian after alL 
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We know you’re 
one of us, Tony. 
But who are we? 



ome little bird or bloody 
tgull has whispered in 
Mr Blair's ear and told 
Mm to get personal. Stop all the 
political rnalarkey and tell the 
punters what they really want to 
hear. So today in The Sun you 
can read ‘'When Tony met 
Cherie -The Blair Love Story 7 ’. 

Being New Labour means 
presumably never having to say 
you're sorry. Ever since Sue 
Lawley went for his weak spot 
on Desert Island Discs, Blair has 
been makin g a concerted effort 
to show a more human side. It 
doesn't stop the punters being 
suspicious that one day he will 
reveal the reptile inside him like 
something out of Dark Skies. 

In “opening his heart” to The 
Sun, Blair comes across as a 
man both sustained by and 
deeply involved with his family. 

He is concerned about the 
effects of his work on his chil- 
dren and wife. If the ultimate 
sacrifice had to be made, he 
says, he would choose his fam- 
ily over politics. 

All this is fine, until this 
extraordinary man tries to play 
the ordinary bloke and spouts 
on about chippies and pints 
down the Labour club and 
watching Gladiators and Noel’s 
House Party and eating fish sup- 
pers in front of the telly. I am 
sure he does some of these 
things. I am sure he's a good 
bloke realty, I am sure he's one 
of us. % the way, who are we? 

I only ask because by ticking 
off what he imagines the signi- 
fiers of working-class authen- 
ticity in The Sun , are we sup- 
posed to forget Fettes and 
Granita and the Oratory and 
Cherie 's salary or are we sup- 
posed to assume that Britain is 
a genuinely classless place and 
Blair’s sudden attempt at down- 
ward mobility is a graphic illus- 
tration that dass is but another 
item in the ragbag of identities 
for politicians to play with. 

If so. class has moved from being something 
firmly attached to material circumstances to 
something purely cultural. No wonder the 
Marxists get so vulgar. The proletariat now 
defines itself not by what it does but what it 
likes. Gass is defined not by what work you do 
but what you do when you are not working - 
by one’s leisure activities. It seems strange that 
Blair should choose to play this game, as it is 
quite dear to anyone with half a brain that 
there is no way he could be defined as work- 
ing dass. Indeed if dass, in the old sense of the 
word, is needed, then John Prescott is wheeled 
in. Whereas Ginger Rogers gave Fred Astaire 
sex, Astaire gave her dass. The exchange 
between Blair and Prescott is. I lake it, a 
classier one altogether. 

Yet if Blair is a working-class wannabe then 
he is not alone. Popular culture is loaded with 
all sorts of men, who drag up in working-class 
garb, who claim authenticity by reference to 
their trivial pursuits. In the space of a few years 
football has been made both more respectable, 
dare I say bourgeois, as well as remaining the 
ultimate symbol of a collective and common 
culture. Rid of its hooligans, it is now a sport 
with which the whole family can become 
involved. Likewise if you are Oasis or Chris 
Evans or any old footballer then a working-class 
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Labour’s 
leader is a 
working 
dass 
wannabe 
who says he 
likes fish 
and chips 
and 

‘Gladiators’ 
on the TV. 
Voters may 
not be so 
easily 
impressed 


yob is something to be - truly heroic. Until, that 
is, something lute Gazza happens and then a 
great deal of denial about what working-class 


masculinity may entail lakes place. The Sun 
itself had to tread this fine line by describing 
wife-beating not as law dass but as law life. 

New Labour is about a concerted effort to 
appeal to the middle classes. The paradox, or 
course, is that it has occurred at a time when 
that class feels itself beleaguered and endan- 


gered. Downsizing and deregu- 
lation has meant that the uncer- 
tainties of redundancy and 
short-term contracts which 
belonged to traditional working- 
class life are now felt by the pro- 
fessional classes. The workers 
who have experienced their 
rights dwindling away have been 
middle dass. What they took for 
granted, from pensions to health 
care to decent schools to jobs for 
life, has been swept away. And 
they have been the most vocal 
about something which has actu- 
ally affected all classes. 

The result is a society in which 
in some areas class is demarcated 
more than ever before, while in 
others its existence is completely 
denied. This contradiction is not 
new, but it is being played out in 
a different way than before. 
Thatcher appealed to the aspi- 
rational voter. Upward mobility 
could be guaranteed by property 
owning, the purchase ox another 
microwave, enough money to 
eat out occasionally. It was the 
ultimate from of privatisation. 
Society, a questionable concept, 
may not get better but the indi- 
vidual could improve their lives 
immeasurably . 

New Labour, despite its hard- 
headed realism, also offers an 
aspiration al fantasy, but it is one 
is in which the shared, public 
bonds between individuals also 
get upgraded. The world wfll be 
a safer, cleaner, kinder place. 
The language of class solidarity 
is dead for them because it 
implicitly means class conflict 
No one must be alienated. Sadly, 
the person who best embodies 
classlessness is stOl John Major. 

This post-modem version of 
class is free-floating. In its most 
positive manifestation h has man- 
aged to detach itself from the 
old, constraining, definitions, 
which simply did not describe life 
as it was lived. The negative 
aspect of this - the grabbing of 
the attributes of other classes - 
appears a desperate sham. Those secure in 
their positions do not have to pretend to be one 
of the lads. 

Blair, meanwhile, has to be so many things 
to so many people, one begins to wonder if he 
has cloned himself, or whether one person can 
realty rush between Granita and the Labour 
chib, gala dinners and the footie. all the while 
demanding balsamic vinegar on his scraps. His 
tastes may be genuinely down-market, and we 
have no reason to believe that they are not, but 
his lifestyle isn’t Why pretend otherwise? 

Voters surely vote for politicians whom they 
realise are not the same as them. The fetish 
of ordinariness, which always means blokish- 
ness, is a peculiar phenomenon. Superwoman 
Cherie is reduced to subservient wife, his chil- 
dren to little symbols of normality. 

Politics has learnt too much from advertis- 
ing, It now little more than a form of niche mar- 
keting. Gaps are spotted, focus groups 
observed through two -way minors, and politi- 
cians' personalities, dress and opinions are 
manufactured to fill the gaps. 

When Oare Short with her image undone 
finds more favour than any number of other 
female MPs, no one apart from the image 
makers themselves are surprised. You see in 
the midst of all this is a desire for something 
decent, honest and true, attributes which are 
not the prerogative of any one social dass 
The day Blair stands up and says it loud Tin 
middle class and I’m proud" is the day we 
might begin to trust him. He’s been looking 
through two-way mirrors for too long. A vision 
of middle-class heroism is nothing to be 
ashamed of. A working-class hero may still be 
something to be. But only if you have no other 
choice and only when Saturday comes. 



by Nicholas 
Schoon 


S omething momentous 
is happening to our 
water, something that 
will transform the way 
societies ana 

economies work around the 
jbe in the next ceatuty. Vfe are 
starting to run short of the stuff 
in some parts of these wet and 
windy islands, mainly because 
we demand more and more of 
it. The usual response to loom- 
ing water shortages would be to 
dig a few more, reservoirs, sink 
a few more boreholes and 
expand the supply. 

But a powerful consensus 
has recently emerged that this 
is completely the wrong answer. 
Instead, rising demand should 
be constrained. We will come to 
the whys and hows, the rights 
and wrongs, of that constraint 
in a moment. But first, its sig- 
nificance. 

When a commodity goes into 
short supply the price goes up. 
That encourages suppliers to 
find new sources or to develop 
alternatives. Since civilisation 
began, humanity has been able, 
by and large, to expand supplies 
of most thing *; in line with 
increasing population and ris- 
ing affluence. Of course there 
have always been local short- 
ages for one reason or another, 
and a few more esoteric com- 
modities, such as whale prod- 
ucts. have virtualty disappeared 
because of over-exploitation. 

But generally we have been 
able to win more and more sup- 
plies through a combination of 
technological advances, 
improved efficiency, discover- 
ing alternatives and looking 
farther afield Becoming richer 
has been all about consuming 
more stuff, stuff as diverse as 
space, water, energy, clothing, 
travel and electronics. 

Of course this canbotgo on 
for ever. The interesting thing 
about being alive in the century 
after 2000 is that this will be the 
age when supply limits wfll 
bite. The human population 
will probably stabilise at a little 
less than twice its present level 
of 5.8 billion, but economies 
will keep on growing. Because 
of the weight of human num- 
bers and their aspirations for 
higher standards of living, all 
sorts of industries that rely on 
extracting both renewable and 
finite natural resources - fossil 
fuels, water, timber, fish - will 
start hitting global limits. 

That could lead to escalating 
shortages and prices. Busi- 
nesses, governments and edu- 
cated consumers will want to 
avoid the inevitable chaos and 
unhappiness, but they will also 
want to avoid the corruption 
and inefficiencies that would 
spring up if the state moved in 
and started rationing. Demand 
constraint, or demand man- 
agement as it is more conge- 
nially entitled, wfll be one of 
their most important solutions 
to these looming supply crises. 

England’s water shortages 
are showing us the way to a 
future in which the link 
between rising standards of 
living and rising consumption 



The wet country: yet Britan must curtai the demand for water Photograph: John Vbos 
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of materials, is finally broken. 
The new consensus on the need 
for demand management 
emerged last week, when the 27 
smaller water companies of 
England and Wales announced 
that they wanted several big 
new reservoirs to be built, and 
they were swiftly slapped down 
by the two government water 
regulators, the Environment 
Agency and OfwaL Both 
argued that the companies’ 
efforts and investments should 
go into cutting waste -by them- 
selves and their customers - in 
order to stop the steadily grow- 
ing demand for water. Talk of 
spending large sums securing 
new supplies was premature. 

The regulators were backed 
up by environmental organisa- 
tions. including Friends of the 
Earth which pointed out that 
using more and more of the 


rainwater that falls on Britain 
was harming wildlife. There 
are now numerous, well docu- 
mented examples of rivers, wet- 
lands and lakes that have been 
damaged by water companies 
and farmers taking too much. 

Yesterday the Government’s 
Round Thble on Sustainable 
Development, which advises 
ministers on long-term issues 
affecting the environment, 
economy and society, added its 
voice to the chorus calling for 
demand management. 

Water companies, large and 
small, disagree. They call fora, 
twin-track approach - demand 
management and investment in 
expanding supplies. They argue 
that climate change means it 
could well become drier and 
the time has come to plan for 
this. Furthermore, they claim 
that however hard they try to 


change attitudes and encourage 
water thrift customers will con- 
tinue to want more water. 

Many customers will think all 
this is crazy. Britain is plainly a 
rainy country, and if some parts 
such as tiie South-East and 
East Anglia are suffering short- 
ages then build new reservoirs. 


sink new boreholes, or pipe the 
stuff down from the wetter 
west and north of the country, 
they say. But do they wish to see 
their water bills rise, still fur- 
ther, to pay for all the invest- 
ment this wfll entail? What if it 
works out much cheaper to use 
water more wisely instead? 

According to the regulators, 
it makes much better economic 
sense to the huge quantities 
that industry and its customers 
waste than to expand supplies. 
Of course, people also use 
other commodities such as fos- 
sil fuels in an extraordinarily 
wasteful way while their 
demands keep on rising. Only 
with water are the regulators 
starting to press home attempts 
to cut demand. 

■ The companies are, quite 
rightly, being forced to cut 
leakage from their pipes. But, 
as examples of best practice 
from the most enlightened 
companies shows, there is also 
enormous scope for them to 
help their customers use less 
without having to share baths, 
drop hygiene standards and 
generally live more miserable 
lives. 

When they send out the bills, 
they can include vouchers that 
•.■□title customers to discounts 
on water-saving devices - such 
as gravity-fed showers, water 
butts, and end-of-hose attach- 
ments that allow you to turn the 
flow on and off there Rigtretri of 
having walk back to the tap. 
The companies all ought to 
offer their customers free leak 
detection. And it realty isn’t too 
much to expect people to turn 
off the tap while they brush 
their teeth. 

But there is one realty 
painful nettle which has to be 
grasped - the much loathed 
water meter. Having your 
consumption of water mea- 
sured does, as trials have 
repeatedly shown, encourage 
people to use it more carefully. 
It makes no sense to meter 
every home in the land; for one 
thing it is diffic ult to provide 
water meters in flats, out it is 
fair and reasonable to insist that 
households that use a lot of 
water (and can afford to pay), 
such as those with gardens and 
outride taps or swimming pools, 
have meters, fitted free. 

The consensus on the need 
for demand management is far 
from solid; the next govern- 
ment and the public have to 
sign up. Then we can move on 
to do the same for other key 
commodities - energy, timber, 
perhaps even travel - and find 
export markets for our tech- 
niques. A future beckons in 
which small realty is beautiful 
and less means more. 


Hedy Lamarr’s deadly weapons 

More than just a Hollywood icon, she was a pioneer of military technology, says Edward Helmore 


I n an extraordinary marriage 
of beauty and brains it turns 
out that Hedy Lamarr, to 
many one of Hollywood's most 
glamorous actresses, was an 
accomplished inventor who 
developed an early guidance 
system for torpedoes that was 
later developed to become the 
basis for some of the world’s 

most secret communication 
satellites. 

In the odd tradition of 
celebrity patents - one that 
includes' Harry Houdini’s diving 
suit. Lillian Russell’s trunk- 
cum -dresser. Zeppo Marx’s car- 
diac wrisLwatch and “Mark 
Twain’s Patent Scrapbook” - the 
little-known and improbable 
tale of how Lamarr bridged the 
worlds of showbiz and technol- 
ogy to become a pioneer of 
advanced weaponry was 
recently unearthed by Hans- 
Joachim Braun, a history pro- 
fessor at Univcrsitat der Bun- 
deswchr in Hamburg. 

As a teenage actress in pre- 
war Berlin. Hedwig Eva Maria 
Ktysler. who would later be 
S* v *n the name Hedy Lamarr by 


the Hollywood film mogul 
Louis B Mayer at MGM. 
showed the world her acting 
skills and much of herself in the 
1933 Czech film Ectase 
(Ecstasy). Her performance 
attracted Fritz Mandl, a pow- 
erful Austrian arms dealer, who 
won her band and presented her 
as a hostess of Viennese society, 
entertaining such figures as 
Hitler and Mussolini. 

In 1937 the two divorced, 
Mandl becoming an adviser to 
Juan Peron in Argentina, while 
Madame Mandl moved to Hol- 
lywood where she became Hedy 
Lamarr and starred opposite 
Gark Gable and Spencer Tracy 
in such films as Samson and 
Delilah and Comrade X. There 
she met the second of her six 
husbands, the avant-garde com- 
poser George Anthcil, best 
imown for bis Futurist compo- 
sition Ballet Mechanique, which 
required 16 synchronised 
player-pianos and caused a sen- 
sation when it was first per- 
formed in Paris in 1926. 

Antheil. who was working as 
a film-score composer, had 



written- a series of. advice 
columns to the lovelorn in 
Esquire and published a book. 
Every Man His Own Detective: 
A Study • of Glandular 
Endocrinology. In the summer 
of 1940, the 26-year-old film 
beauty met Antheil at a dinner 
party and apparently 
approached him to inquire how 

she could enlarge her breasts. 
The subject soon turned to 
weaponry when she revealed 
she was considering leaving 
Hollywood to work for the 
National Invention Council in 
Washington DC. 

Lamarr had the idea that a 
torpedo’s radio gu idance signal 
could not be jammed if the sig- 
nal was hopped across at seem- 
ingly random frequencies at 
split-second intervals. Would-be 
eavesdroppers would hear only 
unintelligible blips, and 
attempts to jam the signal 
would succeed only at knocking 
out a few small bits of it. 
Antheil’s contribution was that 
the frequencies could be 
switched in much the same way 
as he co-ordinated the player 


pianos in his ballet using slot- 
ted paper rolls. 

Based upon the 88 keys on 
the piano, the couple submitted 
their “Secret Communications 
System” to the Invention Coun- 
cil and were granted a patent 
two years later. But the dash of 
cultures proved too much for 
the Navy, which shunned the 
idea, put off partly by tbe idea 
of having piano rolls in their 
torpedoes, as well as the prob- 
lems of radio waves penetrating 
tbe water. 

Tbe Lamair-Antheil patent 
expired in 1959, just three years 
before frequency-hopping was 
first used on ships during the 
Cuban blockade. Since then it 
has become the basis of modem 
anti-jamming applications, for 
example, the $25bu US Miktar 
defence communications satel- 
lite system. 

In her Hollywood days, Hedy 
Lamarr was often quoted as 
saying. “Any girl can be glam- 
orous. AU she has to do is 
stand still and look stupid.” 
Glamorous she was, but stupid 
she wasn’L 


Renewing your home insurance 
in March or April ? 


If you are 
50 or over, 
you could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you a. * aged 50 
or over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to 
mature, responsible people 
like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance could 
offer you genuine savings 
over other policies, while 
giving you cover that fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
. SAGA Home Insurance, we 
will refund you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

5a*. Servlets Lid, FREEPOST 731 
Mjfldd b art Squgm. P MImmw CT2B IAZ 



• Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

• Discounts for 
home security 

■ Free pen with your 
qootation 


Call ns today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
caD us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 

quoting reference 

ID2711 


Sag! Services Ltd would ipce in oead you infanfflion aboui s 
prodneo and service* and may paw on your detail'; to other Sava ^ 
uompan t is for this purpose. 


And '.' In tr'l uv about our competitive 
MO TOR INSURANCE 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Centrica, the Conner British Gas 
supply business, held talks with 
the industry regulator earlier this 
week in its drive to gain approval 
to make the first selective price 
cuts to consumers for decades, 
it emerged yesterday. 

Roy Gardner. Centrica’s 
chief execulive, is understood to 
have submined a detailed pack- 


age of discounts to Clare Spot- 
tiswoode, the regulator, affect- 
ing some of the 500,000 homes 
taking part in the first trial of 
domestic competition m the 
South-west of England. Since 
the trials began in May 1996 
British Gas has lost 18 per cent 
of its customers to rival sup- 
pliers, wbo are offering to knock 
as much as 20 per cenL off bills. 

Ofgas, Ms Spottiswoode's 
department, will only allow 


Centrica to cut prices when it 
derides competition has be- 
come fully established. Mr 
Gardner believes that with 
almost 20 percent of South-west 
customers no longer using Cen- 
trica; that point has been 
reached. However rival sup- 
pliers including Calortex, the 
market leader in the first trial 
area, have already pledged to 
oppose any cuts. 

Mr Gardner said he believed 


Ms Spottiswoode was sympa- 
thetic, bur declined to reveal the 
levels of discounts. He said: 
“We're discussing this with 
Ofgas. I don’t t hink you will 
haw to wait long before you see 

some announcements from us." 

Centrica indicated that num- 
bers switching to new suppliers 
in the second phase of the trials, 
involving a further 500,000 
homes in Avon and Dorset, 
had been smaller than expected. 


Just 3 per cent of households 
have so far moved, though Mr 
Gardner said more, switches 
were in the pipeline. Another 
milli on homes will be able to 
choose their supplier in Kent 
and Sussex next month. 

British Gas, now renamed 
BG Pic, yesterday revealed a 
dramatic, though expected, 
plunge into the red after mak- 
ing further restructuring provi- 
sions in its last results as a 


combined distribution and sup- 
ply corporation. The two halves 
of British Gas demerged earli- 
er this month. Current cost 
losses last year after tax totalled 
£57 lm, compared with profits 
of £130m in 1995. " 

The long list of provisions 
which hit the figures totalled 
£1.14bn, of which £822m went 
to Centrica and £424m went to 
pay for extra voluntary redun- 
dancies across the group. Al- 


most 12^00 staff left British Gas 
last year. 

- The headline .provisions in- 
cluded £635m Centrica was 
forced to spend on its “take-or- 
pay" problem, where h has to 
' buy gas at inflated prices. Rene- 
gotiating contracts with BP and 
Mobil cost £341m. BG also 
spent £70ni on the demerger. A 
further flOQmwent on sorting 
out customer services prob- 
lems at Centrica. 


Richard Giordano. BG’s 

chairm an , defended the provi- 
sions. He- explained: “Nobody 
like s to lose money but these 
provisions had to be done. 
The only way to get die com- 
pany in a state to go forward 
was to clear the decks as much 

as possible." . . 

Shares in BG gamed 2p to 
175.5p, while Centrica's shares 
dosed unchanged at 68p. 

Comment, page 21 


British share of 
new investment 
in EU ‘declining’ 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Business leaders' fears that the 
tide of anti-European feeling in 
the Conservative Party will harm 
inward investment prospects 
are backed by a report published 
today which shows that the 
British share of new overseas in- 
vestment in the EU is in decline. 

The figures from the UN's 
Conference on Thide and De- 
velopment (Unclad) add weight 
to fears that Adair Turner, 
director general of the CBL, will 
express in a St David's Day 
speech in Cardiff today. 

Mr Turner will say that even 
if the UK does not join the sin- 
gle currency, it is essential for the 
sake of business for the Gov- 
ernment to strike a positive tone. 

He will also criticise the Gov- 
ernment's •‘triumphalism" 
about the difficulties some con- 
tinental economies are cur- 
rently facing. “Before we fall for 
the myth of Europe’s econom- 
ic disaster, we should remem- 
ber that its income per head has 
grown faster than that of the US 
in the past five. 10 and 20 
years, and that continental Eu- 
rope’s export performance re- 
mains strong. The European 
economy is not a disaster." 

He adds: “Our national in- 
terest lies in full and constructive 
membership of the European 
Union, arguing from within for 
the changes needed to make it 
more successful. We cannot 
afford to let Europhobia rule." 

The fear that British isolation 


from Europe could be damag- 
ing investment flows was 
backed by economists yesterday. 
Nigel Pam, an expert on the sub- 
ject at the National Institute of 
Economic and Social Research, 
said: "The primary factor in in- 
ward investment bas always 
been to locate in the EU.To the 
extent that there is any uncer- 
tainty about Britain's commit- 
ment, that will discourage 
potential investors" 

Ruth Lea, head of policy at 
the traditionally Eurosceptic 
Institute of Directors agreed. 
"Our membership of Lhe EU is 
valuable on balance, aad one 
reason is inward investment 
There is no doubt that free ac- 
cess to the Single Market is a 
major factor," she said. 

Mr Pain added (hat concerns 
about Britain staying outside the 
angle currency, and having a 
volatile exchange rate against the 
euro, could potentially offset any 
advantages investors saw in the 
low level of costs in the UK 

The Unctad figures show 
that the UK share of new in- 
vestment by Japanese compa- 
nies has fallen from 44 per 
cent in the late 1980s to 39 per 
cent in the first half of the 1990s, 
although Britain still has by fa/ 
the highest amount of existing 
Japanese investment. 

While the UK holds the lead 
for investment from Hong 
Kong andHuwan. Malaysian in- 
vestment is concentrated in 
France, and China's in France 
and Germany. The smaller 
Asian economies invest far 


more in Japan and the US, but 
are increasing their investment 
in the EU rapidly. 

The Government has argued 
that deregulation and low taxa- 
tion are amongst the key factors 
attracting inward investment to 
Britain. But die UN report 
commissioned by the Thai gov- 
ernment, shows that the British 
share of total investment from 
overseas has shrunk from near- 
ly S22bn (£135bn) out of a 
S60bn total in the late 1980s to 
S 17bn out of a S82bn cake in the 
early 1990s. That is, it has shrunk 
from more than one-third to just 
under one-fifth. 

However, Ms Lea argued 
thaL it was no surprise to see 
countries such as France catch- 
ing up in terms of attracting in- 
ward investment after a poor 
record in the eariy 1980s. Asian 
businesses would anyway want 
to invest in a range of countries. 
“They don't want to put all their 
eggs in one basket, A she said- 

The UK still has the highest 
level of existing, as opposed to 
new, Asian investment in the 
EU - about 40 per cent by value 
as opposed to 30 per cent for 
Germany. 

The report says that a dear 
trend towards further liberali- 
sation by the dynamic industri- 
alising economies in Asia means 
their overseas investment will 
continue to grow. For EU coun- 
tries, continuing to attract this 
new flow till be crucial. But it 
predicts that Eastern Europe 
will emerge as a significant 
competitor to the EU. 



New delays 
hit C&W’s 

offspring 


Adair Turner: Urging a positive tone on the EU for the sake of British business 


Chris Godsmark 

Cable & Wireless has been 
faced with new delays in re- 
cruiting senior executives to join 
the board of the £5bn company 
it is forming through the 
planned merger of its Mercury 
Communications subsidiary 
with three cable operators. 

Sources suggested head- 
hunters drafted in by C&W 
have yet to finalise shortlists of 
applicants for some of the top 
posts, four weeks after the in- 
ternal deadline of the end of 
January. 

The news is likely to add to 
speculation that the complex 
task of creating the new con- 
cern, called C&W Communi- 
cations, is slipping behind 
schedule. It is more than four 
months since the ori ginal merg- 
er announcement . 

Dick Brown, C&W’s chief ex- 
ecutive, is understood to have 
set a final deadline of 3 April . 
to complete the merger and 
bring the business to the stock 
market ■ 

In public C&W has insisted 
the target is only to complete 
the merger by the spring, a 
much vaguer timescale. 

However the formal offer 
document for shareholders out- 
lining details of the deal has yet 
to be completed. Financial ad- 
visers are said to be still dis- 
cussing the position of the 
minority investors in the new 
empire which comprise Bell Ca- 
ble media and Nynex Ga- 
bleCommsw Bell has already 
completed its £700m takeover 
of Vroeotron which was the pre- 
cursor to the main deal. 


So far C&W has appointed 
just three board members to 
run the new business and none 
of these jobs have gone to 
Mercury employees. Graham 
Wallace, the new chief execu- 
tive poached from Granada’s 
restaurants empire, has been 
joined by Nicholas Mearing- 
Smith, finance director of 
Nynex CableComms and. a 
fortnight ago, Martin Hayton. 
personnel director of C&W’s 
majority-owned Hongkong 
Telecom. 

The top firm of global head- 
hunters, Egon Zehnder In- 
ternational, are thought to be 

of"({ire<aor of business com- 
munications. One likely candi- 
date is David Sexton, who is in 
charge of services to Mercury's 
largest commercial customers. 
However, other board posts re- 
main to be filled, including the 
crucial job of running residen- 
tial telephony and television op- 
erations. 

Mr Wallace is believed to 
have said that additional time 
should be spent finding the best 
candidates. A spokesman for 
C&W last night said the 
process was on target, though 
he declined to revealif there 
were any internal deadlines. 
“We are planning the next raft 
of appointments and it is pro- 
gressing reasonably well." 

The challenges come as 
C&W is thought to be moving 
closer to an affiance with the 
Global One partnership be- 
tween France Telecom, 
Deutsche Telekom and Sprint 
of the US, which was one of Mr 
Brown's previous employers. 
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Boots chiefs 
contest top job 


Nigel Cope 


Boots has revealed its succes- 
sion plans with the announce- 
ment that chief executive Lord 
Blyih will assume the role of 
chairman role in 1 998 while two 
joint managing directors have 
been appointed with immediate 
effect. 

The two joint managing di- 
rectors who will battie it out for 
the lop job are SLcve Russell. 51. 
managing director of Boots the 
Chemists, and David Thomp- 
son, 53. finance director. Sir 
Michael Angus, chairman, who 
was due to have stepped down 
from the role in Juh next year, 
will extend his term to 1998. 

Bools said the new structure 
paved the way for a smooth suc- 
cession as Lord Blyih. 57. nears 
retirement. However, with two 
men placed in positions of 
equal power beneath him it 
seems clear that a power strug- 
gle is in prospect. 

Mr Thompson is well known 
in the City and has been on the 
board since l^lu. But the re- 
shuffle marks another big pro- 
motion for Mr Russell who was 


appointed to the board only last 
year. Previously managing di- 
rector of Do ft All, the DIY 
business, he became head of 
Bools lhe Chemist in 1995. 

The final piece in the suc- 
cession jigsaw is that Brian 
Whalan, the managing director 
of Halfords is retiring early for 
personal reasons. 

Lord Blyth's elevation to the 
chairmansip in 1998 means he 
will have been chief executive 
of the retail giant for 1 1 years. 
This period included the disas- 
trous Ward White acquisition in 
1989 which brought with it the 
troublesome Pay less DIY chain 
as well as Halfords and the Fads 
and Homes tyle decoration busi- 
nesses. 

City analysts said the changes 
should ensure a smooth transi- 
tion. “It will not have any im- 
mediate impact on the running 
of the company. It is really just 
saying these arc two favourites 
for the top job." said John 
Richards of Nat West Securities. 
Analysts said the two joint man- 
aging directors were unlikely to 

gel in each other's way. 

Comment, page 21 


Heseltine in secret talks with BA over US tie-up 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


Bob Ay Ling, the chief executive 
of British Airways, held secret 
talks earlier this week with 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, in an attempt 
to hasten the carrier's tie-up 
with American Airlines. 

BA’s proposed alliance with 
American Airlines has pro- 
gressed slowly and Mr Ayling is 
concerned that the general elec- 
tion may scupper the deal. BAs 


managers say that the earliest 
tint the merger could be signed 
is this summer. 

The airline has also consulted 
Labour officials and is confident 
that if Tony Blair takes over as 
prime minister, the deal will be 
cleared. 

There are several obstacles in 
BA's way. Not least is Lhe 
European Commission, which 
claims to have jurisdiction over 
the planned tie-up - a claim 
disputed by British ministers. 

Ian Lang, the President of the 


Board of Tirade, referred the 
deal to the Office of Fair Trad- 
ing. The OFT told BA it must 
release 168 of its landing slots 
at Heathrow if the deal is to es- 
cape a referral to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commission. 
Experts have estimated that 
the proposed 168 slots, equiv- 
alent to 12 daily round-uip 
flights, could net BA £130m. 

The debate over slot trading 
has become crucial after Euro- 
pean Commissioners said the 
practice of selling the slots was 


illegal under European com- 
petition law. 

However, it. is understood 
that Nefl Ktnnocfc, the Transport 
Commissioner, has proposed a 
scheme which would allow slots 
to be valued and pat on to an 
airline's balance sheet - thus al- 
lowingBAto “seLTitSHflocation- 
This would also boost the bal- 
ance sheets of many ailing state- 
owned carriers and increase 
support for BA from its Euro- 
pean rivals keen on borrowing 
against the ralue of their slots. 


The deal also faces stiff op- 
position in America. Officials in 
the UK point out that the Amer- 
ican Department of Transport 
needs to recommend the tie-up 
and then consult with US air- 
lines - who all oppose BAs 
plans. Any consultation period 
would take at least six weeks. 

The affiance involves BA and 
American going beyond simple 
“code-sharing” arrangements 
to a deal where the two airlines 
pool revenues and facilities. Ri- 
val carriers in the US have 


launched an unprecedented at- 
tack on the link-up, which would 
give BA and American 60 per 
cent of UK-US flight capacity. 

US airlines have said that BA 
and American would still be left 
with more than 3,000 slots at 
Heathrow. They have also 
claimed that other facilities, 
including security checks, bag- 
gage handling and departure 
gates, are in such short supply y 
that the open skies deal would 
in practice lead to little growth 
i flight capacity. 


Dutch firm joins queue for Unilever sale 


Nigel Cope 


Akzo Nobel, the Dutch chem- 
icals group, has emerged as a 
potential buyer of Unilever's 
speciality chemicals businesses 
put up for sale earlier this 
month. Akzo's chairman, Cor- 
nelius van Lede. said yesterday 
he had "requested ’an insight 
into documents with the bank 
handling the transaction". 

He added that of the four 
businesses up for sale Akzo 
would be most interested in the 
two smallest, Unichema In- 


ternational, an oils and fats 
business, and Crosfield, a pro- 
ducer of inorganic chemicals 

However, he added that 
Akzo would also be interested 
in parts of National Starch, 
seen as one of the crown jew- 
els of lhe speciality chemicals 
business which could attract a 
price of around £3bn. 

Another Dutch company. 
Gist Brocades, has already said 
it would be interested in buying 
the Quest flavour's and fra- 
grances division, also expected 
to attract a high price tag. 


Unilever has appointed 
Lazards to handle the sale. 
However, the bank has not yet 
prepared prospectuses for Lhe 
businesses ana the sale process 
is likely to take months. It bas 
not yet been derided if Unilever 
will try to seD the division as one 
operation or as smaller parts. 

With the four companies ex- 
pected to fetch up to £5bn, there 
was further speculation yester- 
day on how Unilever might 
spend Lhe proceeds. The com- 
pany declined to comment on 
suggestions that it might be in- 


terested in French foods group 
Danone, after its shares rose 
strongly yesterday. 

. There has been speculation 
that Unilever might prefer to 
strike in the United States with 
companies such as Heinz, 
Campbells, CPC and Kellogg’s 
died as potential targets. 

However, with new Unilever 
chairman NiaD FitzGerald keen 
to expand the group’s pres- 
ence m emerging markets it is 
possible that he will invest foe 
money in organic growth or in 
joint ventures. 
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RTZ tarnished 

by scandal at 
Sumitomo 


Magnus Grimond 


The Sumitomo copper scandal 
slashed profits Last year at RT2- 
C3RA, foe mining giant, which 
also yesterday announced it 
was reverting to its historic 
name of Rio Unto. The group 
said the faff in metals prices in 
1996, mostly copper and alu- 
minium, had cost £3 11m 
(£190m) in lost earnings, while 
adverse exchange movements, 
particularly foe Australian dol- 
lar had shaved a further. $38m 
from foe bottom line. 

The group is also facing 
continuing problems with the 
commissioning of its new 
copper smelter at Bingham 
Canyon, Utah, which repre- 
sents foe last phase of a tZbn 
investment programme insti- 
tuted since foe operation was 
acquired from BP in 1989. 

Underlying earning, strip- 
ping out exceptional items, 
slumped 24 per cent to Sl-lbn 
(£701m) in the year to Decem- 
ber. The group has moved to re- 
porting its results and dividends 
in dollars, the main currency of 
its operations, which i&ould 


have resulted in a flat final div- 
idend this year, foe c hairman 
Robert Wilson, said. But in 
view of the recent appreciation f 
of sterling the group has upped ' 
foe final payment from 13p 10 
13.1 Ip, payable as a foreign in- 
come dividend, as a gesture to 
shareholders. Even so, foe to- 
tal rises only marginally from 
3J Jp to 31.71p. 

Mr Wilson said foe name 
change would be put to share- 
holders at annual meetings of 
both companies. RTZ-CRa 
“ really is too much of a mouth- 
fiil", he said. The new name 
“has foe great advantage of not 
becoming an acronym". 

It harks back to foe group’s 
origins when it was floated on 

the stock maritet in 1873 as a de- 
veloper of the ancient Rio Tintn 
copper mines near the river of 
foe same name near Seville in 
southern Spain. 

At the end of 1995, RTZ. »«. 
the group became, bought in ; Ls 
minority associate in Ai KtTali “ 
the former Conzinc Rio^ ntQ “1 
Australia, to form foe ci irre I: 
group , 
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Great British Success Story is a complacent myth 


COMMENT 


•White Britain is still 
the country of choice 
for inward investment 
into Europe, its share 
of all inward 
investment has shrunk 
quite sharply during 
the 1990s, from one 
-third to one fifth' 


I Q the Government's eyes, it is Britain’s dif- 
ference hum our Co ntinental neighbours 
that gives us a certain je ne sais quoi ss, far 
as inward investors are concerned and 
makes us the “enterprise centre of Europe”. 
The optrout from die Soda! Chapter, oar 
deregulated jobs market, low costs and the 
E nglish la n gua g e here in these islands 
foreign executives can do business and stiU 
have access to the Single Market. 

Ministers have exploited the recession in 
the Continental economies and the struggle 
to restructure their economies to drum op evi- 
dence for the Great British Success Story. 
Why on earth would overseas companies 
want to invest in European fail ure, they have 
argued. Well, there you go. That’s what 
politicians do at election tune. The reality, 
unfortunately, is a rather less comforting one. 

As any Bnrish-hased mujtpnatianl kno ws, 
their Continental competitors are far from 
down and out. They axe not the supposedly 
flabby and overweight partners in 

export markets that the Conservative rhetoric 
might imply. Furthermore, far all the eco- 
nomic problems on the other side of the 
Channel, our European partners are still far 
more productive and prosperous than Britain. 

Figures from the UN yesterday further 
undermine this complacent myth. While 
Britain is still the country of choice for mward 
investment into Europe,’ils share of all inward 
imfestmenthasdminkq iH^gdtai pbi^w^n g thff- 
1990s from one third to one fifth. It is inroos- 
sfofc to know what the piedsc causes olmis i 


pbemmenon might be but anecdotal evidence 
suggests that growing Euro-sceptidsm may 
have been a contributory factor. 

Monetan 1 union shnrpfy divides the British 
business community. Big multi-nationals 
tend to be in favour, smaller companies 
against However, even the bitterest oppo- 
nents of British membership of monetary 
union have come to recognise that the hijack- 
ing of the political debate fcy a fringe erf the 
Conservative Party has been damaging. There 
s no doubt that the most extreme Euro-scep- 
tksznthc lory forty want to shift the battle- 
ground from joining the single currency to 
whether we should belong to the EU at all. 

Pragmatic business people have at last 
started to tug against this dangerous ten- 
dency. If an Asian conglomerate wants low 
costs and flexibility, it can turn to eastern 
Europe. If n wants to be sure of access to 
the EU market, France and Germany now 
look like the safe bets. It might be too late 
to prevent permanent economic damage. 

A far from perfect 
compromise for Boots 

A great deal of soul searching, hand 
xYwringing and general angst must have 
gone into (he decision at Boots on the man- 
agement succession. for the chairman round 
there is Sir Michael Angus* he of both the 
Cadbury and Greenbury committees on 
ooiporatc governance and exeaitive pay. The 


structure had to be just sa-or he'd be accused 
of hypocrisy. As it is this is a less than per- 
fect set of compromises. 

Sir Michael stays on for a further year as 
non-executive chairman, after which Sir 
James Blythe steps up to become executive 
chairman. On the face of it, this is most un- 
Cadbury. The code ideally requires a split 
in the positions of chairman and chief exec- 
utive. The distinction made by Boots 
between the position of executive chairman 
and. that of chairman and chief executive is 
a fine one that most of us arc going to have 
some difficulty in seeing. 

None the less, the reasoning seems under- 
standable enough. By the time Sir James 
takes on his new role, he’ll only have two 
years left to retirement. Pan of tus intended 
function during this period seems to be to act 
as a kind of referee between the two man- 
aging directors as they fight h out for the lop 
job. Like most compromises this is not a par- 
ticularly satisfactory state of a fears. Three 
powerful egos have for the time being been 
appeased, but the structure established could 
hardly be regarded as a stable one. 

Giordano passes 
the buck 

H ow should Richard Giordano at British 
Gas be judged, having bowed out as ex- 
ecutive chairman by announcing such hor- 
rendous results? Had he hung up the gloves 


i at the end of 1995. the picture would have 
I looked a much better one. with the massive 
[ provisioning of 1993 working new life into 
j the profit and loss account before the fafce- 
, or-pay problem came fully home to roost, 
j Sadly- for Mr Giordano. 1996 became a vin- 

tage year for the British Gas soap opera. 
. packed with more nasty surprises than an 
] omnibus episode of Eascnden. Some of 
! them, such as the take-or-pay disaster, were 
I not of BG‘s recent making. But oihcrswere. 
j The alarming drop in customer service stan- 
dards suggests BG's top team took their eye 

j off the hall at the worst possible moment. The 
I 1993 provisions should have generated annual 
savings of £ 6 QUm. yet last year's inflarton- 
J adjusted saving was just £436m. 
j Mr Giordano admits that the pace of 
| change was too fast, but blames this on the 
I industry regulator and the Government for 
moving tcvTfast on corapciition. “That was a 
- political decision.’’ he complains. This will not 
I wash. Top managers are not paid half a mO- 
! lion pounds a year to pass the buck. The real 
test for both Centrica and BG this year will 
i he proving that the bad years and the mas- 
! sive restructuring charges are over for good. 

! What’s in an 
[ old-fashioned name? 

H ow refreshing to see the extraordinar- 
ily named RTZ CRA bucking the trend 
• towards abbreviation and returning to a sem- 


blance of its original name - Rio Tinto. 

There’s more than nostalgia behind this very 
welcome move, however. Apparently the 
company kept on getting confused, some- 
times deliberately, with Riiz Crackers. Hard 
to believe, but true. 

The Rio Tinto (wine coloured river) is in 
fact a river in Southern Spain, on the banks 
of which the company's original copper 
mines were located. 

Floaiui on the London stock market in 
1K73. the mines were eventually sold to local 
interests m the 1950s and the money rein- 
vested in Africa and America. There's not 
much chance of Rio Tmto returning to Spain 
but how much nicer the old name sounds 
than ihe letters. 

Lamentably, most companies are still 
going the other way, the excuse usually being 
a wish to distance themselves from their 
“British” or -‘Imperial" origins, which these 
day's are said to count against them in export 
markets. 

Thus British Telecom, shortly to become 
Concert, is for the time being just BT 
British Gas has become BC1 and Centrica. 
British Tyre a nd Rubber cunipuny long ago 
became BTR. And so on. In some eases the 
acronym might seem rather appropriate. 
MAM for Mercury Asset Management 
seems about right for a company* headed by 
Carol Galley. As does FAD I'or Fine Art 
Developments. Most of the lime, however, 
the good old-fashioned name does just 
nicclv. 


Abbey set to 
announce 
firm offer 



HI Treanor 

Banking Correspondent- " - 

Abbey National intends to 
make a firm bid for Scottish 
Amicable today as part of its 
strategy of expanding its share 
of the life and pensions market. 

. “We think we will be able to 
put-foiward a veiy attractive set 
of propositions^” said Lord 
Tugencmat. chairman of Abbey 
National: “A combination with 
Scottish Amicable would ad- 
vance Ab^NationaTs strategy 
of diverafficatidn and our aim 
of expanding further into life, 
pensions, investment and pro- 
tection products.” 

The bank derives 40 per cent 
of its profits away from its trad- 
itional mortgages and savings 
base, but wants to increase that 
to 50 per cent. It bought Scottish 
Mutual, another life assurance 
group, five years ago. Lord Th- 
gendhat said the bank’s “record 
of managing a Scottish-based fife 
office is a very good one". 

If Abbey wins the bidding for 
Scottish Amicable, which has 
called for firm bids from inter- 
ested parties by today, it would 
become the third -largest life 
company in Scotland. 

- Abbey bid £1.4bn for Scottish 
Amicable last month, derailing 
the insurer’s plans to demutu- 
alise and eventually float cm the 
stock market But a bidding vrar 
:d when Prudential 
the stakes by lopping 
/s offer, and other po- 
tential bidders have emerged. 


. Abbey yesterday announced 
pre-tax profits for 1996. ex- 
cluding the costs of integrating 
National & Provincial, of 
£l-23bn, up 20 percent. If the 
integration costs are included. 
Abbey made a profit of £L17bn. 

Under the terms of the 
mergrrN&P members received 
shares at aprke of 567pr Abbey's -* 
shares haveance risen to 763Jjp ' 
and Lord lbgendhat said the 
majority of tire members who . 
took shares held on to them. 

The merger increased 
Abbey’s share of mortgages to 
15 per cent. However, its share 
of new business fell last year - 
to 2.4 per cent or 6 per cent if 
N&P’s share is indnded - even . 
though it spent £365m on cash- 
backs and discounts to lore 
borrowers. The bank charged 
£187m of the cost of these in-, 
centives to its profits. 

Abbey stopped offering cash 
backs. and discounts for re- 
mortgaging business late last 
year but still offeis them to 
home movers. 

Next week it will iaunch a 
household management ac- 
count linked to Safcway’s ABC 
bonus card, as part of a three- 
year deal with the retailer whkfr 
will eventually lead ip the 
launch of debit card, a credit 
card and instore banking. 

Peter Birch, chief executive, 
will retire at the 1998 annual 
general meeting but Lord 
lbgendhat said yesterday his 
successor would be appointed 
interaaDy by tins time next year; 



Embracing new markets; Lord Ttigendhat, chairman of Abbey National (left), and Peter Birch, chief executive, want to 
shift the bank’s base away from its traditional mortgages and savings business Photograph: Edward Sykes 

Bristol & West’s £1400 windfalls 


JBI Itaanor 


Savers of at least two-years 
standing with Bristol & West 
building society would receive 
an estimated cash payout aver- 
aging more than £ 1,100 each, 
chief executive John Burke said 
yesterday. 

The windfalls, which wiD be 
paid on or before 25 August 
follow the Bank of Ireland’s 
£600m takeover of the building 
society. 


Savers with less than two 
years standing at Bristol & 
West, as well as borrowers, will 
receive preference shares ra th er 
than cash, while savers who are 
under 18 years old. will receive 
a statutory cash bonus. 

Members will be sent voting 
forms on the merger, and the 
transfer document which gives 
foil details of the terms of the 
deal, by 14 March. 

Mr Burke, who earns a base 
salary of £ 200 , 000 , was paid a 


bonus of £80,000 last year. The 
building society announced 
pre-tax profits of £ 86 . 6 m, an 
increase of 103 per cent com- 
pared with 1995. 

Bristol & West has 1.1 mil- 
lion members and around 
430,000 of them have had 
accounts for more than two 
years and as a result are due to 
be paid cash. 

The exact payment for indi- 
vidual members will depend 
on the balance in accounts 'on 


14 April 1996, the day before 
the merger was announced, 
and 25 June, 1996. There will 
be a fixed cash payment of 
£500 each with the remainder 
made up of 63 per cent of the 
savers’ balance. 

Those who had less than 
£100 in their accounts on 14 
April 1996, but who have held 
accounts at Bristol & West 
since 31 December 1994 will 
receive a fiat cash distribution 
of £250 each. 


Tietmeyer underlines German 
eommitment to a strong euro 



Hans Tietmeyer, president of 
the Bundesbank, yesterday 
warned it was “premature and 
unjustified" to believe the euro 
would be a weak currency just 
because European currencies 
have depreciated against the 
dollar in recent mouths. 

Speaking at a conference on 
monetary union, held by Gold- 
man Sachs -in Frankfort, Mr 
Tietmeyer reiterated Ger- 
many’s commitment to a strong 
stable currency. He said: “We 
in Germany are interested in the 

mark remaining a Stable cur- 
rency andm the euro being sim- 
ilarly stable and strong.” 

But he warned against irre- 
sponsible fiscal policy by mem- 
ber states, something that the 
Bundesbank believes is a sen- 
nas threat to the strength and 
rxedibiUtyof the new currency. 
•' pie fact that Mr Tietmeyer 
felt the need to defend the po- 
tffiuaTstretjgth of the new cur- 
rency in' thought of the dollar's 
appreciation reflects the emerg- 
ing doubts in Europe that the 
euro will be a strong currency 
at a 9 - doubts that many ana- 
believe will prove iin- 
‘ in the long run- 
tliad of ABN Amro 
r e suspect the euro will 
Tc currency ... people 
tched from talking 

euro, to talking 
stable* exchange rate 
That is very 

® 


Yvette Cooper reports on the 
debate over whether Europe's new 
currency will be weak or robust 


According to Mr Tietmeyer, 
the recent depreciation of Eu- 
ropean currencies is not, in it- 

sel£ a sign that the new euro wiH 
be a weak currency once es- 
tablished. “Current exchange 
rate relations doubtless better 
reflect the fundamental eco- 
nomic data on both sides of the 

Atlantic.” be said. 

As Julian Jessop from NDdoo- 
Europe explains: “Whether a 
currency is strong or weak de- 
pends a' lot on the stage of the 
economic cycle.” The US econ- 
omy continues to grow strongly, 
w hile many Europemi countries 
are suffering sluggish growth 
and high unemployment.' Fur- 
thermore, the fact European 
governments are tightening fis- 
cal policies to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria mean? looser 
monetary policy is inevitable to 
stop European economies 
grinding to a halt- 

But the more important 
question — and the greater fear 
for the Bundesbank - is 
whether the euro will continue 
to be^ weak across the economic 
cycle. According to David 

- Mackie .of JP Morgan, "cur- 
rencies over the long term lend 

iV - 


to follow relative inflation 
fonnance". The strength of the 
mark over the last few decades 
reflects Germany's low inflation 
performance— something made 

possible not least by (be Bun- 
desbank’s hawkish zeaL 

The European Central Bank 
has been heavily modelled on 
the Bundesbank The Maas- 
tricht Tl-eaty makes dear that its 
goal will be price stability, and 
that it must be free from polit- 
ical interference. Nevertheless, 
it will lack the Bundesbank’s 
long record of credibility. 

Mote important, many fear 
that the new ECB will not be as 
hawkish as the Bundesbank, es- 
pecially if Itafy and Spain join 
too. In a recent report for the 
Economist Intelligence Unit, 
David Cuny writes: “There is 
a concern that if and when the 
membership widens, the gov- 
ernors of central banks from 
more infla tion-prone countries 
could take a less robust line on 
limiting inflation." .. . 

Bui Mr Mackie believes such 
fears are overstated. He points 
to the fiercely, hawkish record 
of other European central 
banks jn recent years. “The 


Bank of Italy is behaving in an 
extraordinarily hawkish way - in 
some ways more so than the 
Bundesbank." He adds: “There 
has been a cultural change. No 
one believes there is any virtue 
in a burst of inflation.’’ 

Mr Tieimeyer’s own concern 
is that European governments 
will wreck the euro zone with fis- 
cal profligacy, no matter bow 
wefl-intentioned the ECB. High 
borrowing by undisciplined 
member states could push up in- 
terest rates across Europe and 
weaken European economies. 
Mr Jessop said: “Other things 
being equal, the better the fis- 
cal priation in the longterm, the 
stronger the currency will be." 
However, he added that a bal- 
ance had to be struck; if fiscal 
policy was too tfeht, restricting 
governments’ ability u> cope 
with economic shocks, then foe 
euro jaime could be weaker, and 
the currency weaker too. 

Mr Lind has a more deep- 
rooted reason to believe the 
euro might be weak, if Italy and 
Spain join. “Look at the un- 
derlying fundamentals. Italy 
and Spam will find it hard to 
cope with a strong currency - 
their labour markers are not ef- 
ficient enough, and, their cor- 
porate sector is not competitive 
enough.” The strength and sus- 
tamabtfity of file euro in the long 
term will depend on the speed 
with which- member states’ 



On the offensive: Hans Tietmeyer believes that fiscal 
irresponsibility could pose a serious threat 


economies genuinely converge. 
According to some analysts, 
Italy and Spain cannot expect 
a sympathetic ride from France 
and Germany cither. Mr Lind 
suggests the French and Ger- 
mans are keen fo ensure the ex- 
change rates at which member 
states lock together in' 1999 
arc favourable to the French 
and German economies. Oil 
Mr Mackie is sceptical about foe 
extent to which countries win at- 
tempt competitive devaluations 
in the run up to EMU. “The 
Maastricht criteria make it too 
difficult, and every ^rnntiy has 


an interest in a smooth, stable 
transition.” 

According to Mr Jessop. if 
these transitional problems are 
dealt with, and EMU succeeds, 
“the euro could become a very 
strong currency". 

The sheer size of the euro 
zone will according to Mr Jes- 
sop, make it an attractive al- 
ternative lo the dollar as a 
reserve currency for countries 
bolding foreign reserves. 

And be suggested that “the 
euro could eventually become 
the new global reserve 
currency”. 


In Brief 




GUS strikes £868m deal with British Land 

Great Universal Stores and British Land have reached agreement 
on forming a joint venture company which will own GUS's £X*iSm 
investment property portfolio. The joint venture will own 9K2 prop- 
erties, which are mainly freehold and long-leasehold. On com- 
pletion GUS will have received OlOm in cash for British Land's 
investment in Ihe venture. 

It will also have been issued 1500m of senior debt by the com- 
pany and have a £200m investment in its equity. The portfolio 
produced net rental income for GUS of £64m in the year to March 
1996. Following the creation of the new joint venture. GUS will 
receive an income from its interest at least equivalent to 7S per 
cent of the income it currently receives for ihe first 12 months. 

UK banks slow in preparing for euro 

UK retail banks are significantly behind their continental com- 
petitors in preparing for the introduction of the euro, the single 
European currency, according to a survey by Coopers & Lybrand, 
the accountancy firm. “Based on the results of the survey, UK banks 
have a lotto do over the next five years." said David Sayer, part- 
ner in Coopers & Lybrand's retail hanking consultancy. 

The survey, conducted in conjunction with the European Fi- 
nancial Management and Marketing Association (EFMA), 
showed that the banks are placing a far greater emphasis an the 
implications for the practical conversion to the euro rather than 
on the strategic impact on retail banking activities. 

In total 22 banks from the UK. Germany, Belgium, the Nether- 
lands and France participated in the survey, which represented 
60-70 per cent of the retail banking markets in these countries. 
A third of the respondents are developing plans for conversion, 
with a farther minority implementing plans already. Coopers and 
Lybrand said 14 per cent of them had not yet started lo think 
about the possible strategic impact of Lhc single European cur- 
rency. JQI Treanor 

Islay malt distillery to reopen 

Glenmorangie. the specialist mall whisky independent, has 
bought the mothballed Ardbeg distillery on Islay from Allied 
Domecq for £7m in cash. The purchase includes the distillery, 
surrounding land and stocks, which alone are worth over £5m. 
Allied Domecq also owns the better-known Laphroaig distillery 
on Islay and the bulk of the Ardbeg output has been used by Allied 
Domecq blends. Blending stocks are more than adequate and the 
distillery was mothballed last summer. 

It wfll be recommissioned and should start producing again with- 
in six months, Glenmorangie’s chairman Geoffrey Maddrell said. 
The reopening will create maybe a dozen jobs in the distillery it- 
self and four times as many in other trades in the island which 
has a population of around 4,000. Clifford German 

Chariton football dub to float 

Chariton Athletic, which plays in the First Division, said it planned 

to join the growing list of UK soccer dubs with a stock market 
listing. It wfll raise £5 -5m with a placing and offer of shares at 
76p to existing shareholders, season ticket holders and support- 
ers. The offer will value the south-east London club at £i7.4m. 
Proceeds will go to increasing the sealed capacity of the club's 
Valley ground lo 20,000. The nominated adviser and broker to 
the issue is leather and Greenwood. The offer of 1.3 million shares 
to existing shareholders is frilly underwritten by Richard Mur- 
ray, and trading will begin on 21 March. 

PIA to regulate long-term care products 

The Personal Investment Authority, the financial services watch- 
dog. announced plans to regulate the sale of long term care (LTC) 
products once they are brought under the scope of the Financial 
Services Act by a future Government. The PIA’s move will also 
bar insurers from selling so-called “badgetT LTC cover, where they 
market a product created for them by a third party. Companies 
which want lo sell an LTC product will have to create it. The reg- 
ulator argued yesterday that if hadging were allowed, it would dam- 
age the principle whereby salesmen are permitted only to sell their 
own company's products. This system, called polarisation, means 
independent financial advisers are the only ones who can select 
from across the industry’s entire range. Nic Cicntti 

Dutch bank’s profits sharply up 

Soaring securities markets helped ABN AMRO, which owns Hoarc 
Govett in London, achieve a 26 per cent increase in 19% net prof- 
its but the Dutch bankii^ pant gave mixed signals about its prospects 
for 1997. ABN AMRO also said it planned a four-for-one share 
split and a buy-back of 1 per cent of its shares as part of a planned 
luting in New York. Net profit rose to 33bn guilders (£lbn) from 
2_62bn guilders in 1995 and the dividend was raised to 4.2 guilders 
per share from 3.6. The annual results included the first disclo- 
sure of the bank’s hidden reserves, which totalled 4,02bn guilders 
at the end of 1996. ABN AMRO set aside provisions of 340m 
guilders to adapt computer software for the advent of a single Eu- 
ropean currency in 1999 and the millennium, projects which it said 
would cos! a total of 500m guilders over time. 

Memory loss 

Memory Corporation, the electronics components company, made 
a pre-tax loss of £4_5m last year, a increase from the previous loss 
of £1.9 m. Bill Hipp, the chairman, said: “Wt have a dear strat- 
egy that is intended to decouple the company from the vagaries 
of commodity pricing and to focus our efforts on high added val- 
ue proprietary solutions." he said. The loss per ordinary share 
was 7.49p against 33lp. Memory's shares by 7p to 45 5p. 

Stanford Rook reaches trials stage 

Stanford Rook Holdings made a pre-tax loss of £965,460 against 
£873.954 the year before. Eric Boyle, the chairman, said the com- 
pare was undertaking Phase II trials on the use of its new SRL1 72 

product in the treatment of various cancers and is researching 
its use in the treatment of arthritis, circulatory disease and al- 
lergies. Initial marketing k expected to commence in 1998. 
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Lasmo raises payout by 
60 % as profits double 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Lasmo. the oil exploration and 
production group, yesterday 
played down speculation of a 
shift in its dividend policy de- 
spite raising the payout to 
shareholders by 60 per cent, the 
fust increase since its ill-judged 
1991 takeover of Ultramar. 

joe Darby, chief executive, 
also pledged to beef up Lasmo 's 
borrowing levels to fund extra 
investment on locating and de- 
veloping new wells this year. He 
made die comments as the 
company unveiled pre-tax prof- 
its of £67m for last year, almost 
double the £34m figure in 1995 
and underlining the scale of the 
financial turnaround since the 
Ultramar acquisition. The news 
boosted Lasmo's share price, 
which gained 7p to 246p. 

The full-year dividend was 
hiked from 1.25p to 2p, which 
will be paid out of foreign earn- 
ings to avoid advance corpora- 
tion tax. Mr Darby said 
dividend payouts were impor- 
tant to Lasmo’s strategy, ap- 
parently signalling a shift in the 
company’s previous approach. 
However he insisted tins did not 
represent a transformation for 
the company. 

“We’re not talking about be- 
ing a dividend stock here. We’ve 
improved the dividend from 
what was a very low level in re- 
sponse to the 1996 results but 
by what remains a very small 
amount. Shareholders should 
still look primarily to capital 
growth." 

Mr Darby also outlined an in- 
creasingly aggressive stance to- 



Explorer: Chief executive Joe Darby said Lasmo would borrow more to spend on locating and developing new wells 


wards finding new sources of criL 
Investment in appraising ex- 
ploration and production ac- 
tivities this year is likely to be 
£100m, up from £75m m 1995 
and £54m the year before. 
However cash spent on devel- 
oping wells towards the final 
production stage fell in 1996 by 
£94ts to £ 153m, reflecting heavy 
outlays the previous year on 
large UK fields. 

Lasmo said it was evaluating 


expanding its activities in the 
vast oil fields to the west of Shet- 
land and hinted that its inter- 
est in heavy oil fields in the 
Italian Apennine mountains 
was progressing beyond expec- 
tations. Mr Darby said Lasmo 
had become die first foreign 
group to secure an oil partner- 
ship in Kuwait. The new con- 
cern, called Khaleej Petroleum, 
was with a local family which he 
declined to name. However he 


brushed off suggestions that 
political risks in Algeria made 
developing further lucrative 
fields there too dangerous. 

The group’s net debts 
dropped from £489m to £346m, 
a level which Dick SmernofL 
finance director, said was almost 
too low. In 1992 Lasmo was left 
Struggling with borrowings of 
more than £lbn following the 
jurobase of Ultramar. Mr 
added: “We’d prob- 


purchase 
Smemoff ; 


ably like to leverage the com- 
pany up a bit. It just tells you 
how strong the balance sheet is 
at the moment," 

About a third of the increase 
in profits came from the rise in 
oil prices last year. Lasmo’s oil 

earned an average price in 1996 

of $18.72 a barrel, up from 
$17.09 the year before. Pro- 
duction levels in 1996 rose by 
almost 7 per cent, to 17 5,000 
i per day. 


BSM shares Ml as 
chief executive goes 


C&fford German 


Shares in BSM Group, the 
market leader . in driving 
schools, fell 9p to 164 Jp yes- 
terday after the group an- 
nounced the departure of chief 
executive Paul Massey, who 
guided the group from a pri- 
vately owned company through 
a buy-out to eventual flotation 
in 1993. 

He was on a two^ear contract 

and leaves with a £350.000 com- 
pensation package, worth about 
18 months of total earnings. He 
remains available as a consultant 
but will pursue other interests. 

He has been replaced by 
Richard Glover, previously the 
managing director and in charge 
of day-to-day nrnning of the busi- 
ness. Mr Massey’s departure is 
the result of a review of the roles 
of chief executive and managing 
director over the last three 
months, a spokesman said. 


The announcement coincided 
with publication of results for die 
year to December, which saw 
profits before exceptional rise 
by 5.8 per cent to £5.69m, much 
in line with market forecasts. 
After deducting for the com- 
pensation package, the pre-tax 
profit is down 2 per cent at 
£5 .27m. Earnings per share axe 
unchanged at 14p but the 
dividend has gone up 10 per cent 
to7.59p. 

Turnover rose by 15 per cent 
to £28m, of which just over 4 
per cent came from acquisi- 
tions- The group now has 154 
branches, an increase of six on 
the year, and 2£2D franchised 
instructors,, an increase of 39. 
Market share has risen about 
1 percent to 16 per cent. 

The group’s business this 
year has been affected by the 
requirement on drivers to 
complete written tests before 
the practical tests. 


Liberty International 
set to hit takeover trail 


Magnus Grimond 

Liberty International, the fi- 
nancial services to property 
group chaired by Donald 
Gordon, said yesterday it was 
ready to use its £2.1 bn capital 
base to expand its financial 
services businesses. 

Earlier this year, the group, 
formerly known as Hans- 
Atlantic Holdings, launched 
liberty International Pensions 
as part of its “MUteunium Pro- 
ject" to relaunch the group 
into the world financial services 
industry following the sale its 
stake in Sun Life. 

But David Fischel, managing 
director, yesterday played (town 
the prospects of an imminent 
big purchase. “We could ac- 
commodate any sized acquisi- 
tion, whether £lbn, £2bn or 
£100m, it doesn't really matter. 
But just because we have the 


cadi doesn’t mean to say we are 
going to make an acquisition.” 

Even so, the shares dipped 
12p to 480p yesterday as the 
market absorbed the possi- 
bility of a big bUy, 

Mr Fischel said the group 
was “always opportunistic” if 
the right things came up, but it 
would be sticking to its existing 
businesses of Stopping cen- 
tres, commercial property and 
financial services. 

In 1995 the group received a 
net £400m from selling a half 
share in Sun life, the UK in- 
surer, to UAP of France, and 
Mr Fischel said it now had in 
effect an ungeared balance 
sheet 

His comments came as Lib- 
1 erty, which is controlled by Lib- 
erty Life Association, the South 
African insurer, reported a7 per 
cent rise in underlying pre-tax 
profits to £100m for the year to 


December, before taking ac- 
count of the £1 lftn profit on die 

Sun Life disposal, A final divi 
dend of 8-75p raiees the total for 
last year by 10 per cent to 16p. 
Net assets per share rose 13 per 
cent to 445p and would have 
been nearly 500p if the market 
value of its Capital Shopping 
Centres subsidiary was 
included, according to Liberty. 
- Mr Fischel said in financial 
services the group would not 
stray beyond its three core 
* areas of pensions, unit trusts 
and offshore savings. 

Earher in the week, it was an- 
nounced that Capital Group In- 
ternational, part of the big US 
fund management group of 
the same name, had paid £5m 
for a 10 per cent stake in Lib- 
erty International Pensions, 
the same size stake as that 
taken by the BT pension 
scheme last year. 



Steering a new partnership: Phil Wragg, group managing director of Partco and Peter 
Redfem , chief executive Photograph: Mykel Nicolaou 

Partco gears up to buy 

Dana Distribution 


Clifford German 


Partco Group, the UK’s largest 
independent distributor of car 
and lorry parts, has bought 
Dana Distribution Europe, 
which trades in the UK as 
Brown Brothels, one of the 
leading distributors of paint 
and finishing supplies to the UK 
bodyshop market. The pur- 
chase price is £103m in cadi, in- 
cluding the repayment of £1 lm 
of net debt. 

The deal is subject to share- 
holder approval next month and 
Is being partly funded by a one- 
for-twvr rights issue of 24 mfllkm 
shares at 300p each to raise 


£688m. The balance will oome 
from cash and bank borrowings. 

The deal will virtually double 
Part co 's business, diversity its 
product range and help it match 
the trend to increasing consol- 
idation in the UK bodyshop 
market. The combined group 
will have about 4 per cent of a 
UK market worth around 
£2.4bn. 

Partco had 348 branches and 
Brown Brotheis 134 but in a 
business where speed of deliv- 
eiy is crucial their locations were 
largely complementary and 
widespread branch closures and 
redundancies were unlikely, a 
spokesman said yesterday. 


The acquisition is expected to 
be roughly earnings-neutral in 
the current year before the 
effect of restructuring charges, 
and to enhance earnings per 
share materially in 1998. 

The acquisition would give 
Partco market leadership in 
the sale and distribution of 
paint and finishing supplies 
where it currently had only a 
limited presence, Partco’s chair- 
man, Gordon Yardley, said yes- 
terday. About 88 per cent of 
DDE’s turnover is in the UK 
where it owns 134 branches. The 
business made an operating 
profit of £l0.9m last year on a 
turnover of £186m. 


£43m cure for 
'Vaux headache 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Sunderland-based regional 
brewer Vaux finally sold its St 


for £43 21m yesterday, confirm- 
ing the worst-kept secret in the 
care home business. The dis- 
posal to Highfield, a Scottish 
care home group, had been 
rumoured since before Christ- 
mas and the price achieved 
was in line with expectations. 

Warn, has been trying to get 
oat of nursing homes for some 
time, having abandoned the 
idea that running a care busi- 
ness was essentially similar to its 


with nurses. Vaux’s Swallow 
chain is well-regarded, but the 
company found r unning aurs- 
iag homes rather more difficult 
than it expected when it start- 
ed building up the chain in the 
early 1990s. The sale leaves ft. 
focused on its core booze and 
snooze operations, brewing and 
hotels. 

FGghfield will pay £35m in 
cash on completion, up to 
£52m in loan notes, repayable 
after five years, and an earn-out 


of up to £3m, payable three 
years after completion. The 
earn-out is based on the num- 
ber of beds in excess of L550 oc- 
cupied at the end of that third 
year with the full £3m payable 
if ocaqjaocy reaches 1,650 beds. 
Currently Sit Andrews has about 
1,470 beds m 38 care homes in 
the Midlands, north of England 
and Scotland. 

Commenting on the sale. Sir 
Paul Nicholson, chairman, said: 
“This is an excellent result for 
our shareholders. We have 
achieved full value for St An- 
drews which will release re- 
sources for investment in oar 
core businesses of brewing and 
pubs and hotels.” 

Despite its failure to capitalise 
On musing homes. Vain: re- 
ported record profits last De- 
cember, driven mainly by its 
successful Swallow operation. 
Profits of £34.&n in the year to 
September were 9 per cent 
higher after a 22 per cent rise 
in Swallow profits to £24m- 

The company has st raggl ed to 
shake off its image as a small re- 


chain of tenanted pubs In a de- 
pressed area of the country. 


Turn Investment Column, 

edited by Tom Stevenson 

RTZ hammered by 

plunging prices and 
production snags 


Last year was an inauspicious 
time to launch the marriage of 
the UK Tnimng giant RTZ 

with its Australian associate 
CRA. Copper prices sank over 
a fifth in the wake of the 
.S m w tnm n rnpper scand a l and 
Kennecott, me copper and 
gold mining group acquired 
from B$ continued to suffer 
gremlins in its new, state-of- 
the-art smelting facility at 
Bingham Canyon in the US. 

■together, those two items 
decimated profits in the year 
to December, leaving them 15 
per cent lower at Sl.Jbn 
(jETDlm), or nearly a quarter 
down on the group's favoured 
basis, stripping out excep- 
tional items. As well as the 
merger itself; the comparisons 
are further complicated by 
the group's decision to move 
to reporting in dollars rather 
than sterling. It is perhaps 
ap pro pri ate that the combined 
group should be wiping the 
slate dean by changing its 
n ame b ack to Rio Unto. 

RTZ certainly had its prob- 
lems last year. Every 10 cents 
fafl in the copper and alu- 
minium price knocks SlOOrn 
and S55m off group earnings, 
so the 29 cents average fall in 
the former last year and a 13 
cents drew in the latter would 
inevitably be painful. But RTZ 
could hardly be blamed for the 
S3 24m those two metals 
shaved from earnings. 

More easily controllable 
were the continuing problems 
at Kennecott. Had it been 
running at full design capaci- 
ty last year, earnings from the 
copper smelter would have 
been $15Qm more than they ac- 
hiafly were, KIZsaid.lt ran at 
under 50 per cent. Analysts are 
relatively reassured that the 
problem is over. However, 
wc^ to upgrade the casting ca- - 
pabflity m the eaxty summer 
will see the operation dosed 
down for another six weeks. 

Elsewhere, RTZ continues 
to show its class, with anoth- 
er 10 per cent rise in mined 


unit, a $960m expansion will 
see production there rise from 
118,000 tonnes of ore to near- 
ly 200,000 tonnes by the mid- 
dle of next year. So white the 
group’s copper output isuke- 
ty to be flat this year, UBS is 
forecasting an 11 per cent in- 
crease in 1999 on the back of 
this extension. The icing on 
that cake will be the likelihood 
of more discoveries. 

UBS are leaving their earn- 
ings figure for this year un- 
.t Ci 7X141 TMtrtfnp the 


could be used elsewhere into: 
group and Lex’s p<*mon in lift 
trucks is strong. 

The challenges fat m 

other two areas, howc*«tC^ 
retailing’s returns an. beaw 
peeKamLbjitecomjwiJs 

own admission, inadequate. 
The erode market is also over- 
supplied and in need of at- 
tention. me new businesses - 
autocentrcs, bodycentres ana 
used car sales - need to grow 

>»* U, 


j on the 7 per cent av- 
erage annual increase main- 
tained since 1989. 

The group’s gearing is now 
back on the way up again, ris- 
ing from 16 to 22 per cent last 
year as capital expenditure is 
jacked up to between $L5bn 
and S2bn over the next few 
years. Crucial to the future wfll 
be Indonesia. At its Grasberg 


shares, up 55p at 949p, on a 
forward multiple of 18- That 
blue-chip rating is fully de- 
served. Hold. 

Lex moves 
up a gear 

It has been a difficult transition 
for Lex from flamboyant Sir 
"frevor Chinn’s US electronics 
to Volvo imports conglomer- 
ate of the early 1990s to a more 
focused, UK-based motor 
group with an earnest, num- 
bers man at the helm. Less fun 

perhaps, but ultimately what 
the City likes. 

Lex’s shares, which traded at 
554p three years ago have 
taken a pasting in the mean- 
time but yesterday’s Lip rise to 

343.5p underlined a palpable 
sense of relief that tne com- 
pany has finally pointed itself 
in a sensible direction- Profits 
for the year to December were 
impressive enough at £51.4m, 
up from £422m. 

Earnings per share of 31 3p 
were 14 pec cent higher than 
1995’s 275p and afinal divi- 
dend of 9.6p made a foil-year 
total of 16p, a lp rise. 

But it is the strategic direc- 
tion that catches the eye at 
new-model Lex, with its alarm- 
ingly youthful new chief 
executive Andrew Harrison 
dividing its businesses into 
those that are firing on four 
cylinders and need building, 
those in dire need of a service 
and a handful of new opera- 
tions itching re tear up their L- 
plates and try their luck on the 
corporate motorway. 

Those in Axe first group in- 
clude the leasing arm, Britain’s 
largest, which still appears to 
have plenty of growth. The 
Hyundai importexship has got 
over initial teething problems; 
Multipart has good stalk which 



are right. 

On the basis of Panmurc 
Gordon’s forecast irf pre-* 3 * 
profits this vear of t5S5m 
and £66.8m next tunc. me 
shares trade on a 
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the same son of rating as its 
more flexible, entrepreneurial 
peers like Reg Vaitiv. but rt 
looks cheap none the less. 
Good value. 

A hat-trick 
for Wembley 

Wembley grabbed a hat-trick 
yesterday with its first dividend 
since 1992, a return to the 
black at the full year and bet- 
ter-than-expectetl profits. Not 
bad for company on the brink 
of extinction a few years ago. 

The shares perked up 9.5p 
to 40Sp though it is worth re- 
membering that they are still 
a tenth of their value in 1991 

Overseeing Wembley's re- 
cent rehabilitation has been 
Claes Huffman, the Eu- 
ro therm chief executive who 
was recently reinstated after a 
board room bust-up resulted in 
his temporary ousting. The 
massive re-financing of 1995 
has been followed by the re-ne- 
gotiation of the company's 
bank agreements on more 
favourable terms. All this has 
removed the drag of the group 
structure from the operating 
activities which have deliv- 
ered improved profits for the 
past four years. 

Yesterday’s figures contin- 
ued the good news. Pre-tax 
profits of £17m compared with 
the previous year’s £8m loss. 
The Wembley complex, which 
still accounts for half group 
profits performed strongly as 
did the US track venues. ’ 

Wembley hosted 29 events 
last year including 22 sporting 
fixtures and concerts by The 
Eagles and Tina Turner. u2 are 
already pencilled in for this 
year. 

The onty problem areas was 
UK greyhound tracks where 
performance is still being ham- 
pered by competition from 
the National Lottery. 

Wfcmbley’s nomination as 
the preferred location for the 
National Stadium will help 
the company though the fi- 
nancial details of the deal 
have yet to be sorted out 

Wembley has been a huge 
disappointment for many in- 
vestors before but with strong 
cash flow and good manage- 
ment it looks in better shape 
than for some time. On 1997 
forecasts of £27m the shares 
trade on a forward rating of 11 
which is reasonable value. 
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Siebe withdraws from 
bid contest for Whessoe 


Magnus Grimond 


Whessoe saw its share price 
drop 9p to 175p yesterday after 
Siebe, the engineering group, 
withdrew its bid for the instru- 
mentation and controls group, 
leaving the way clear for a con- 
tinental consortium which 
mounted a £52.6m counter 
offer on Wednesday. The rival 
bidders, Seat ex Garex of Nor- 
way and Hn dress & Hauser of 
Switzerland, ouiddy moved into 
toeniarkettobuildona 10 . 6 per 
cent stake acquired from three 
of Whessoe's biggest institu- 
tional shareholders and ended 
the day with 25.6 per cent of 
their target. Last night, they 
were waiting for a recommen- 
dation for their 175p a share 
offer by the Whessoe board. 

The market had been ex- 
pecting Siebe to raise its 155p 
a slrare bid which valued Whes- 
soe at £46m, but Allen Yurko, 
chief executive, said yesterday: 
“We do not believe that a sig- 

A.iL . ~ 


be m tiie best interests of Siebe 
shareholders and the board has 
therefore decided not to in- 
crease the price that it is pre- 
pared to pay for Whessoe." 
He said that its offer was based 

on sntmrf mHitetv ^.,1 > . 



TT UlVDHJU. 

„ « e saJd the group applied 
strict criteria” when looking at 
potential acquisitions, particu- 
larty with regard to product 
technology, growth potential 
and synergy opportunities. “Val- 
uation, however, based on cur- 
rent trading conditions r emains 
the overriding issue when 
considering an acquisition," he 
added. 

Haos Olaf Tbrsen, chief ex- 
ecutive of Seatex, which is 
changing its name to Navia 
"J* month, last night urged 
"faessoe shareholders to accept 
th£ ronsortium’s offer. He said: 
"hessoe business fits 
perfectly with Navia ’s opera- 


— "“ lu imtumnnKot 

ktfge storage tanks, are seen as 
complementary Endress, a 
private Swiss company. 
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tions in Norway and those of 
Endress & Hauser in the Unit- t : ■ 
ed States. Wh are pleased Siebe 
recc «niscs that Whessoe has 

greater strategic value w us." 

. Seatex is based in Trondheim 
mNorway. It b hoping to merge 
whessoe s Autronicu marine 
automation and fire detection 
boatoss, also based in ‘frond- - , .. 
beim, wffh its operations, \ 
which mdude air traffic control- 
related systems and shipboard 

nawgition equipment. 

Whessoe’s instrumentation 
operations, which include the 
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with Endress earher ibis jnonth, 

out was gazumped by the am 

nounaraent of Siebe’s offer; . 
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Carlton emerges as clear favourite to buy Rank films 



Share spotlight 



95 95 97 ' 


Micfaad Green’s Cadhm Com- 
mnokations has emerged as 
the dear favourite to buy 
Rank’s film distribution busi- 
ness, famous for its archive of 
vintage Ealing comedies, for 

£60m -well below iheiHOOm- 
£150m previously 

The deal, which could be an- 
nounced as eariy as next week, 
will complete a £300m deck- 
cleari ng p rogramme begun 
nine mauds ago when Andrew 
Tfcare became Rank’s new 
diief executive. 

^ A week ago Mr Team con- 
fumed plans to sell the film dis- 
tribution business and «dd he 
had received numerous ex- 
pressions of interest. 

Names in the frame includ- 
ed FolyGram, the music and 
film group, and VCI, the video 
publication company chaired 
by former C hann el Four boss 
Michael Grade. 

Bui Carlton, keen to ex- 
pand its film activities, is ex- 
pected to land the prize for 


what will almost certainly be 
seen as a knock-down price. 

Rank is keeping Pinewood 
Studios as well as its film pro- 
cessing and video duplication 
activities. That legendary Rank 
symbol -the man with the gong 
-w31 also remain. 

Yesterday Carlton’s shares 
dawed back some of their re- 
ar 53L5p. Shares a flank 
ended 8p lower at 420 Jp. 

Although analysts are like- 
ly to be disappointed with the 
iricc Rank letches for its film 


uaJJy warming to Mr 
Merrill Lynch recently 
changed its recommendation 
from neutral to accumulate on 
the prospect of a share buy- 
back underpinning the shares. 

Separately, shares in Capi- 
ta] Corporation rose llj5p to 
213p as speculation persisted 
of a second bid for the up- 
market casino operator. Rank 
and Ladbroke arc being tipped 
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to top London dubs' hostile, 
all-pa per o ffer of £181m. 

The FTSE-100 index dosed 
at as intraday high, up 9.9 at 
4339.2 as dealers discounted a 
landslide Labour victory in 
yesterday’s Wirral South by- 
election. Sentiment was helped 
by a steady start on Wall Street 
and a stream of generally up- 
beat company results. 

Lasmowas in demand, ris- 
ing 7p to 246p, after recom- 
mending a 60 per cent increase 
in the dividend -the first since 
the oil giant bought Ultramar 
six years ago. A healthy 6J> mfl- 
fiooLasmo shares were traded 
as a two-way pull developed 
with Merrill Lynch urging 
clients to buy, SocGen sug- 


8 


esied taking profits and 
nSdit Lyonnais Laing pre- 
ferring Enterprise. 1 Op firmer 
at 629p. 

Results from Abbey Na- 
tional, up 4_5p to 768p, also 
pleased with Schroders among 

several brokers recommending 
the banks shares. Not all news 
was good news, however. Bank 
of Scotland was the worsi- 
performing blue chip and ac- 
tively traded alter warning 
that profits at its 5 1.5 per cent- 
owned Australian Bank West 


cent lower than expected. ' 
shares died 14.5p to 341p in 
volume of 15.5 ipiUinn. 

The day’s most active issue 
was Allied Carpets on volume 


of 17.7 million after ABN 
Amro Hoare Gm etU the com- 
pany’s broker, placed venture 
capital group Cinven’s re- 
maining 10 per cent stake with 
some 30 institutions at 275p. 

ABN Amro Hoare Govett 
made a turn of over £200,000 
on the deal havingpicked up 
Craven's stoke at 272_5p. 

Craven organised the origi- 
nal buyout ofCaapetland from 
Lowndes Queensway in 1991 
when h cut its stake in the car- 
pet retailer form 13.2 pci-cent. 
Two years later it backed the 
acquisition of Allied Carpets. 
Superstore group Asda scud its 

entire 41 per cent stake in Al- 
lied at last year's flotation 
price of 215p. Last night the 
shares closed l-5p lower at 

280p. 

Cheshire -based building 
contractor Amec advanced 9p 
to 121 .5p after confirming the 
accraisuioD of a 41.6 per cent 
stake in French construction 
group Spie BatignoUes. Amec 


has teamed up with Spie's em- 
ployees 10 complete tile man- 
agement buyout from French 
rival Schneider. 

Pharmaceuticals were again 
in demand. Mrdeva moved lo 
a record high of 315j5p, 5p 
healthier on the day, after 
SocGcn said the shares were 
stiU undervalued. 

Also entering uncharted ter- 
ritory was Canlab Pharma - 
ceoticab, 27 to the good at 
900p on news of another joint 
venture, while a positive ana- 
lysts* meeting lifted AIM-list- 
ed Stanford Rook 20p higher 
to 560p. 

In the technology sector 
shares in Eidos added 472>p lo 
970p ahead of today’s interim 
results while ftirther consider- 
ation of this week’s results 
from Serna sent the shares 
123p higher at l^f>2„Sp. Pace 
Micro Tfchnotopy remained 
weak, closing a penny down at 
8Sp. This week's profits warn- 
ing caused many bum! fingers. 


Taking Stock 


d Salomon Brothers has 
turned positive on cables 
group Delta. Its largest mar- 
ket - UK housing - repre- 
sents about 35 per cent of 
sales and is recovering 
strongly while the market 
may have exaggerated the 
threat from currency move- 
ments. A dividend cut is un- 
likely given the strong cash 
flow and improving earnings 
trend. The broker looks for 
pre-tax profits of £69m this 
year rising to £83 jm in 1998. 
That puts the shares, up 43p 
at 351.5, on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 13 foiling to 10. 

G Shares in Incepta, the 
sales promotion group, are 
due to resume trading on 
Monday now that Citigate. 
the larger financial public re- 
lations and marketing firm, 
has completed its £34m re- 
verse takeover. They were 
suspended at 21.75p in De- 
cember. 
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Health Screen 


Plus a £30 discount 
for every reader 

BUPA has developed a new 
health assessment which is 
devised specifically to provide 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medical screen 
involving over 40 tests giving 
an overview of your all round 
state of health and fitness. 
Then you will be assigned your 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan your own 
improvement programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens are 
designed not only to detect any 
health problems but also to 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance of a healthy lifestyle 
and how you can achieve it 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky Independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £340. In 
addition, all callers will receive 
a £30 discount 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
question on line and leave your 
details. Call: 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 616029 

Cbaf^BooabtaBSOpttrimoou. Waino jTOoj u rand.-m jtffcr lino (toe J&fc Fttmsry ] 997 
ltetel*te^»^PiAfalMsnto>pply. BfaertteamiaCMl. 







n> mmm~ ns - 
230 V £ 20 s Baton as, - 

S S SBi. ii : 

vri a# SmteteCDfflV l! 
177, 83> ttrtdrra MBV . 

si Si s:»s 

S7 2BV Edn rears 
177 TCV ajote^G* 

MV 27< BUMrete 

art » V EdBteyltoi — . . 
toj. to. B*ifc*Q a t* .% 


371 V 50*1 Bteten' 

s BS«to Swi 

»> S3 &sm 2S1 J . 

OB', ce F^^to«n«TO - 
re re teresS -ooV+iV 
SV S* terteOtoreJOV 
TO) 2S3 ten&tfto 

S 

^ -S 

^ St »£ 
mbv s r~-. 

»- ft nnr 

Sv « 

71 148% FwjWIrv jk 44% 

— tb 1 . FTOcaPK re>v*v 

ainsL.sr'^ 

. £ Si*. 

ttBV « FWHtTCSC TO • 

« S% SI : ■ 

3>m 

»V W OmCBiQi to +1 
«V DC GreCtnb » - 

TO> SE Qreralw -02V+V 
DBS BSV Garaar*- V» . V 
S CV Sun Ic 9% » BB 
si art aJsBnBJitf re, a 
as’. mV BwGHto B’at+iV 03 VS 
to 67% QaaOn MB% .% 

SS4 SO H-re** 1 S -2 

ae or amtogri gv-rt 

00 Ki*i awnlMSrt 88V . — 

HB *37 Oiltelwr _ te +V ■ 27T1 

« TB BLrtmH Sd 66V ■ 97 68 SB 

TO TO trerteenTm TOV - 82 W *885 

65 63 ttodtted IB » 84 4881 

DBS v H Sn UK Em UBS » 6 503 ■ 

~ ‘ - « G7 B 5385 


re «, BSOote « 

1H 99V NVSDSm TO 

ft ft K^S^?Sf.% 

SB 83% JMHtelnE BSVfV 
4*6V -re jc»i«& * - 

rev 55 JaM GBV ■ 


SB 300 
- SB 

*- TO 
B7 3083 




30 SB 2590 
«V 4* 505 2SS7 

HO »*V 17 Z2 zos 


OB, Integrated 

n k'i v 

t an. BananCMi 

50*-E*)Oi „ 

BB^MTOCte C77>*1 

ss&. 

10 0 M “ 

Other Financiai 
asv rttenor 

«s 77 a* 

ft 
ft 

ft „ 

toS so ffim 
7a sre b*imi 
TO *sS Eo 

«5, HntAMl 


— NO to! 
•iV 4J ire ZD6 

■ks : : 

. ?% » “ : 
«nv o re to real 


C2 1 ** * a m 

ttt'l ■ 67 Cfi reos 

75B ■ 30 za 2036 

»S • 17 BB 


63’: 66 PW 
53SV 330 MWto 
47S 22% tawund 
am to teMf 
S2V ms nrenEMo* 
a 22 fVraiPna 
43 6% A-^n 

68% ft* 


B5V + V - 

08% » 44 

St *2*4 0 

ii*i “■ 


raSE 

- 3590 

aa aa 

no 383* 

- 4S3 
TO 3777 


40%*% 


22 SS“ ft 




293 «% SdllB 

2*7% S3 UntnttCo 
131% TO smton 


TO't 


%sr. 


a? 


ii : 


28 20 338? : 
24 (62 1*22 
• &B Ml 


TOV - ■* M 
am - SB 222 387 1 
re - W G «G 
•. re SB 2D59 
j *2% 43 BB 2670; 
i%*5 0 B7 SRI 


rt t* - 
08 % e? teiEnre? 
02% K% teCne 
te% 87 MfartRi 
^ « wSPOns 

"05 __ 

BBS 05 


36% 

«% 

tov : 

■wv . 


2% >% 

B*% 3 

™y ». 
ws . 
wv a 


S »% Oman X .. IK SB 2M0 v. .»n»ao 

QEB TSS HBMMi 33 j -2% 43 BB 2B0; ® SESL 

341 20B> MHO 30; *5 « B7 WO «% ® WBnOy 

07% 7Dt IMBSIQI 95% -, 26 ■ 3000. r„j 

ai, 2 »% kayssm sa$ *s re is aoc Retailers, Food 

z»> «3% totearo Btt *i% re - - nV a%M 


toS 

ft 


B3 

03 

a os an 
22 za ren 

30 

62 TO 3877 
35 M 3B6B 
q 302 45C7 
» 22* 4038 
*7 82 *047 
57 tM 4781 

27 339 4N5 
39 4000 

263* 

45 aw 3201 
17 » 425* 
43 13 <** 
a BB 4780 
33 SO *5*5 
B2 01 KD 
42 1 n **3* 


3>5i _ 

4«7% M iw - 048, -1% 36 ZX 3348 
TO> OB IteHJiF B6% *4% SB 05 *672: 

00% BOV Wltailsn0% 4 0 08 3458 ' 

~~ _ 3625 +30 27 W 3638 1 m 

are ov s an am 

ft.:? sss! ft 


ti% cum 
» DoyteBi 


■■V res, AorM 

ft ft 


in Hi is re. * 1 , » si aoo; S* 2 f* ^ —l - 

ttotete 4Z7 1 . -3% 33 *5 «3 “S-, « 

lottrlfcfc S2B. *V 63 Bffl 
lsi test Bi <Dte«i Bare £ 

MBQOns WD : , » 232 3» « 

~ BB 0 

m rev Fyfla 

CM TO Ora 
TOO *o a*xs 
n% fcraiFr 
JmUj«r 


gsr 


*iv re 

ae, ■ re 

3% JtoKtesi 3% . - 

VS teOSMMlMCSTVKI 3* 


3D 2B*% IMSM 


Pharmaceuticals 

am 63% at am 

BD 3*0 


nrei ^ M . w 

® g! vr * “ ■ 

■ TO *8 

® BBV TO 


»t*V 

1V*« 


TO ! 5?% 

aw 

3**B I 5B 


ktmhonW 
PtoRxw 
FteWtew 

ft SSL 


*B •*, IB-Uts 
08% «>NO(lMrB 
n ia% aMT 
« »% nreii 


♦9% • 3148 1 55 ZE% «BU1(P 

ano vMbarwtTOv * 6 % 38 bb Retsflers, General 

re B*\ 81, Mo. * 

ft . * m 30 TOV «M TO 

SfU<* w“j§;5“ =| g 

i fSSm ft : : t 

»> *2% ^ “ S« : g% g a’ 

rev •#% - «E3- S. Ml 

El'at+fl a 2U 4636! ££? S 4 ~ u . 

BBV*0 22 400 2008- re 

Priidhtg A Paper 

647 Off Okap 720 

- AdteRtreo 637 

■ — — 9, 


tr\x*i 30 n3 e* 
*77% 25 OS B» 

44% . 3? 07 CM 

. 

Z7 12 
2a TO 3080 
50 C3 1*31 
22 4*75 

aa • are 
27 « 371 
» 9* 2990 
« are on? 
83 02 382 
37 127 3307 
42 US 3*7? 
66 440 3GBB 
22 » 4HB 

360 *0% 4S TS9 «*3 
— *1 4B GB 300* 
a BS 68 
*% ® tt4 «S7 
aa -1 - a ■ SM 
438%a*1 SO C2 4445 


48 *% 

ft : 

si * 

ft*v 

H), -V 
60% » 

TO 


5%5ii352S" 




<7% 

BV 


» B7V arailtor 
12% to 

S% to 

27'. 80% 

m sv 
asv si 

3BBV Z7H 


vr. 


» 320 SBO 

« 02 «tb; 

. . S3D 1 

57 . 28k) ■ 

- 4* SB S5B 

BV *2% BO SB 3068 
8% ■ S3 MB KS 


SteaCM 

£ 

a. ft gsasu 


• 200 B06 
-V, 45 -are 
1% II 233 
27 an m 
4% as TO 

■ 07 462 S64 

■ 33 38 IttB 

- 57 SB 178* 

- - • H» 

22 380 BOB 

SO *538 


Be 

ovSKi 

? assr 


« - 

ft* 


m IB S49. 1 -g 

s»i- 2E 


OuA&Cb 
Orte ok 
GteUrer 


48 S3 201 
3* SB 833* s 

33 is ami « 


200 

* ft 35U 

*B% 3% tecs 

IS 37 EntaRin 



a% QSlkk^s 


?.% sss 

« - sam 

0 ■ ■ - SM 

S 4 , *1 23 SB 3 TOD 

»'r *2 33 318 3»* 

3B 4 43 308 2132 

56. - 38 to 206 

29% S S4M 
28% +1% 4* 

M - 07 552 2256 

0 ... 238 

535 8*9% a aa 235S 
3%*% 33 - aw 

Sl> - 5D • 530 
tn% . 0 - are 

2D, -1 73 re =83 

S0% - 17 293 2207 

rev - « -an 
aV - 55 0i am 

Sltfl *5% 48 8U* 308 

086 **4% 32 tt* ZTO 
ap% » it to? see 

» -V *3 07 3GB* 
SW, - C7 3X7 <757 
n% *€ 31 S5 *538 

372% - 00 . 38* 

SOV - 33 S7 

sa, - 25 s? are 
S7% a a n w 
SO -3 29 SB 322? 

MB. -1% 17 tB 3SS 

*v ■ - as 3JO 

4405 - XT 300 3434 

». JV 33 SB MB 
a% - . - 3958 

99, - 9 SB 39GB 

1».« ■ ■ 3573 

38% * 1 % re ■ aw 

TO. - GO 688 3870 
C33Vi 47 


445%a*1 44 ■ «*7 

rag »-7% a* ■ am 

273 3 31 82 *TO 

to -1 45 an *nr 
P7% - B a* **o 
«%a*3% 88 146 420 


577% 3S 

bov an 

% rsfiaare 
Sv SS?” 1 * 

s sag* 

nnifi 

GOT Qu 

rev s antas? 
■** 


335% *40 


3J4 S3 


ft iSSite. to 

- ttmcan a® 
DC 3Z3 


46 37 S3 TO* | 

S. IU'1 sSi ”• S SSL. 

793 ■ 0* • 10*1 «*% « WtsOfl 

so -V - _• are sbv re. rewaQr 

~ ~~ teV 330% I k menao n 

a SV tenateW 

311, Mai Bar 

re rev ISlus 

re «7 IS BB remote 

^ V ' 3 an saa- 787% ere imSm 

3 ‘P 33 « 5 S!-w are'. roc**“ 

%»r 

80% ♦% w sa ate ■ MV mV km 



_ ns An Dot 
5% tt F*«IE*»i 

2» V7 resl ». 

18 44* to! QmG p 

O ,m ™ 40* V W Qteita 

yt ™ “i 770 6?B aim 

2S0V TO HJCRjn 

n are*, so o*% Hatnum 
20 »te 360% so ofiSteas 

u S3 3M’ «® 9M r«^4T 

M * *ot{ So, tov % 

'a a, ba-°” 

V SOB 1 2? WriB&te 

_ 07 Ml : 635 *46 IteuaaJ 

_ *•% re -S 4M bt. sv i Enina 
«% i%a ®*« *« « 

I 60 <70 MM 

, 83 30% (WGto 

I 5S5 *00 

85 -V SB 80 SB5 1 4* 7% 

172 - s as sre. ■ rev 

■ V - 2 1)5 06) TO 79 

-MV . « « TO, »;■ TOMljbte 

«% au *re *s! a;* "• 

— aV - 35 220 BM' S ~ 

aav +iV m ss wo 2S 52. SS?L 

toWlV B 4BB 4M0 ^ ^ 

» resV - 1 * zn zsai zs. -te.% t firm 

cwaEogCtossjv -V re are aao? i so sav mn 

“ " aoe'v-3% w MB are! 3% s> ikSte . 

• ’S S! ft ft S£3£ s* * - a 
a sa.ft i «.-■■«» 

2SJ% SB m y— MOSl 

a » St^iport Services 

re wt too 

M*V 7£At4c7robc8<77 « 20 SB DCB 

83% Atom 372% . (S 

re reaten »v -v re ss an 

re Atsmita 4ov -v - to era 

28 Mnvs 3*8 «asi a 
SB BBRa tB - 4fi TO UGB 

EPP *05 tJV 33 2« W8 

Ba**Siiv 83% .1 4B 04 SI 

BumsftM SOB - 23 2SB 28W 

CUD ICS 07 50B 2SZ 

£ EJJ! 28% mV CRTOa*. 20% » 22 29* 40B 

S 2? 22.' 25 catette M %*1 re m 

2 2E Ss- 04 ■' **. °too C7> -i 2 s re n* 

® ““ >B »% dnokOcns 32% - - - 3047 

* ®> 5, a. 60 Go>poa»&a 230% - 2* 283 4088 

SBV *a OasOte *4 ■ SA 04 *S0I 

3*8. a, DCB One 3F% 07 383 3473 

29% 202% Mter 396 - 47 SB DB 

» a? Dtel BSV -48 a 

*a ai am 82 38 CWtei — 

P ~;S5i ■* •% EtooOWte 

si ro 9*0, ss as ro»» 

43 are 338 SB re x*osa> 


Itew 


toteS B 


«CV 325 AnH8 488% -1 O 32» 3BC 

80 SCV TOntoGp 03% - re w res 

TOV 01% (Hart wan UBV . 14 227 03D 

4&% 280 RMBM 407% - 1S 03 3060 

n z te 5B#% +•* oi is apt 

an as BttiniKa xs *\ as sa on 

8*% SB tnlmB KG’: ■ 17 4*8 SOB 

40 SB SWdteeB 358 4 C SB 3BB0 

tTOV »% Sam (V) t®%*0% 08 407 2tCB 

70% 367 tenqa an « (B *□ 902 

83% HI BteUf re . » 208 *B77 

787 SB SmtH 206 24 04 «DB 

81% 80% a*KM» 03 - 47 40» 

» SB tefta toll • 50 177 km 

0% tea 9% *1 



Tdecommmdcations 


440 320% 

B4 » 

to. m. 

SV 26*1 
a* n 

3® 343, 

TO D*% 

290% 205% lUM 


CteaBWt 

mtooM 

mtsexH 


C9% C M 02 SB 
506% *1. 28 SB 2BS 
07% -*3 ■ 83 • «®3 

01*M% 46 «0 

20 *2 ■ ■ roe 

30% » « 307 

to ■ - are 

are **% a aas rere 


Ibxfles & Apparel 

so 77V AMte re% . 
n «% wnre sa% »i 

28 80 MIMS SI ■ 

SB. 83% SIUM CO . 

88% 01 % M*rav(* G3 

tt 8. ChMtetei Hyatt 8- 

2tt »% Ctomo* 02 

208 TO CtnaVAte SO - 

C7 ss Canuala 298% • 
m 54 teaente to - 

88 01 . Ma« 01 % -% 

V aV CtMaHM a% ■ 
50. a butamiap c’l ■ 
*67*. BO HOoe no 

70% 97. fcrai ffl%»% 

tt *% (fan C7V 84% • 

re is HupsJ « 

SV B% ttonamOp 0 

H 3% Mno 7 fr 

SO 305% HorvP sea ■ 


STB 


207% 

re 

BB 

8B% 

a 

S3 
SB % 
87 
81 
2B 
23* 

re 

335 


te% 

325 Jam TOd 32B% 
tt UmbonHte SO 
86 Laron 106 87% 

tS LankGp 88% 
M% late VIM n 
8% LBST S 

0 LhM 28% 
4* Into* £4 

u*. mgis 

S IHH 33% 
S* teMSCp 8?% 
BB teSMdte TO H 
0 MM B 5 


87 SB 864 

6i ns sre 
« J05 033 
B* 88 SO 
S w 850 

307 07 4S5 

a so toa 

as C* 2178 
a MB 6335 
94 « as 
27 M2 2M 
a a S9B3 
fi sz» 
» ■ 2901 

TO 302 an 

a re aa 

33 - 3*8 

27 - toH 

24 TO 2M 


<5 H 3067 
B7 OI JO* 

tt SB 305 
50 Ml 310 
S* B 388 


3B7 


36% Haste 44%*-% 
3B 9mood0b 44% *1 
03 3*7l Sl% -fl 

63 Site 7! 

36% SM8 to 

SV IKStey S% - 
TO LBterfartj SB - 
58 % «mim 80 % to 

BJ 


56 10 3290 
a - 330* 
40 BB 390* 
« 217 SC 
33 - 3688 

to SI 3788 
50 - SCO 

TB 82 4782 
37 Ml 48n 
BS »«U 
to TO OS 
BS - *322 
B Si 43GB 
5* 87 OH 
55 TO 4500 


Tobaccos 


5tt so BWfeaa* 
40% 30 hprtia 


Transport 


2 M vr 

SS» 40 

fl^, •* 
S% B 
V B% 


ABPOto 

ALratai 

BAA 

a nna 
cmw/ta 
CMIar 
H 


38% Cam One 
2M DM 


B, 

DO’. Mu 
77% F«rJ 

■as Fran nm 

277 fin 01—1 
OnaDn 


30, - a a os 

TOB % 30 B M23 

SS -a 27 SB 021 
638 -2% 27 tt SB 

0% % • -4® 

I S% - 4290 

0*% - 39 37 287 

*37% +1 S MB 2280 
S0% • 31 OB sre 
SB. - 38 09 sn 

re% - - - «B7 

SBV -I 28 SB 3350 

» ■ 17 **2W 


23 28 OK 
.. . v as «re 

*»% MB OMaDn «S% - a 83 2222 

87% 06 Mctto 81 to. ■ 30 30G- 

* •% SB’. knMfa 307 -7% 39 

4!B BS HmyOte *0r -1 *l 03 3383 

ZOO M MS 13% -2 51 SS Stott 

M3 ns 


530% 


a*; 


to aa are 
ZB 3B2 to* 
32 01 2BBT 


8% 



2% 


Omwte 

Q—aM 


aaV 

re% 

83% -I 

EBl r»2 

no% . 
«% . 
96% 


Government Securities 


83. S3 

978V 362 tMaQaap 
88% 203% HOOQftM 

W re Iran 
k an aws ._ 

MB SI MteBcmOttpreV 
» IMS* 020 


re 4a 0 

0 V SD 

re - an 


ssi 

!s 



1900)37 

MTO He" Book 

tad &Mni 

mb in’* Tr4«» 
S7*=175% Tf2 wm 
84% to®* 1720603 

T20%j 10^17*9*04 

tt^w^irwoe 
ufl’. «% S2»re 
031 b «> Tr 2 W 11 
60V«’< T>2*t3 
TO ’a MB'* easts 

84% SB%T72MTO 
Tr2S584 
E5% 10 a to»4W» 

Undated 

64% sab Canto* 
47** «*■ VTOLD3* 


PiM a* re cm* 


1M^ 


S3% 4-Vi 
IS^+’n 

05Vt-%* 

revi%i 

MB^+%* 

07%+%* 

0S%«+V 


BV +■* 

46*- - 


US 053 
sn ss 
SS - ST7 
320 OSS 
329 SM 

an sa 

385 OS 
338 WO 
343 SCI 

348 SS 
348 S22 
348 ISA 


3898*7 


84% «% Cm3* 

re’> *Vfr» 
mV asV Cni« 

bv asv -nan 


re% - 
rev -v 
33*0 *v 
aft ■% 


Short* 

OSwV SmiOv 7*8710%. 
w**« EnssbBr toV - 
07%0li *8**S7 «1%* ► 

n*5.sa%&«MB7 sv - 
nVlC 1 * 177161 SB wwv 
«V 110V Ex 9 to* 80 TES • 
0Z*a IBS 17S<6bM iS’fa-i 
ii* ’v a EaSkbb «%■% 
«■. BB 96'* ■’to 

BBS BrS0B»BB B5V -V 
neSnoS Ex 0te8B teSi-S 


as 44B1 
- OSS 
BOB 841 


830 

ore 


658 9835 
BS 047 
B5B 064 


isAasr sswre oV-V an vm 
reStirv c»rsw»«% -s are re? 

Medums 

sWV %n« WV+S 077 0» 
ttS«S0nrl«» SeSn-S ABB om 

«*%>«% VWSBW to’* - M2 1306 

rev rev 07* a soS+S bb* bon 
w ttrttTrt»oi nft -v are ore 

mV sbV ftasttt ie%*+‘* bb? sa 
10S 10% TrIO* OS 16%»+S 7» TSBl 

01 S 1MV S1l»a^*TSS+V BBS 090 
BBS TBV M 3 te B»0« B6% .V 561 fl* 
roSsrSOtoBWo* WS+S 7W sib 
0 a*wns Onflv*« tii^+S Hi 00 
fl% BMtVOWOSflBSB'WS 7D9 0S6 

«*s oft fftoOMB av*t fctf is* 




1MM7 


90 


Mm OB to Cate 86' 


vr’- res »7to*oe W%«+% 
09S 1BV ?n to* BMO 02 ■%■»'. 
IttSSlS SBHS07 
I)* 5 . S3 ’* Tr 0* GB « V* °to 

TM»> B6*«T7B*CO -V 


UtfiH 

logo 

ware mi 


BOB -2 S 231 6377 

srev ■ e rente 

SV 42% 30 SI BB2 
TS. - V 43* 446} 
SD 80 3010 
V 


TO 

860 . 

TO, ■% 
K% . 
BOV+V 


*3 ■ are 

S S 308 

so are san 
0 an an 
u am 


Longs 

BlV SSl&S 233 

1*SS*S OtoKS H*'« + '« 232 

BA 76% SSMbOB-S 84 *%■*-% 2S 
TSSi ®*"» tt-BMS SV«N 733 
S2A. 88% 7>r*S «*»•% 735 

wv nVinaisB nv*% re 

iftS’aBnfl nStV 733 
Ts%TB% naims ♦% 736 

sbv res a»ror* rerisrv-'S z® 
a to Otoi te p rev -V V 30 


sa 

SB, «* 

204% 5 

” ™ ft aS ibgbT 4B'n+2% a is a» 
re 80% lUtelHb 94% - 28 .350 

717 Q». BV 0% lfe*ratoN*w48V*V tf - SB 

722 sa 040 SS3 itaofeam ISO . 33GB 

727 TB8, « * uregan 05 ■ 57 «2 3S1 

00% SO Mto* TO7%»S 12 S3 3396 

I to 30% DtattOttV 31 . 55 W 3*44 

I ar% a> psp sa 


4632 ■ B 

re 

te»u 

495 

«v 

eznrei 


1? 

P«y 

477 

+3% 07 TOO 2S» 


TOO 

Kuiw 

377 

• 

M SM ON 

. «0 

re 

ten 

SB 

♦ft 


001- to 

rev 

FVcoMl 

MB’* 


*3 SI 3550 

223, a 

n 


0 

■V 



vs 

ROD 780* 

3X 


re aa an* 



FteB 




-S.I BM 

S3 

Min 

30 




tt 

IMEw 

03V 


a re are* 

3® * 

IS 

ffatemSLW 

SO 

fr 

as n asm 


sot 

raw _ 

4Bl% 392 OcamOoiV 467 n 98 BS B«S 
BO B% O oa tolMte c n 86% ■% 33 67 35*6 

ere 457 pbo ere - w si SS 

*J si PBQ97S TS"r 1% 54 3NC 

«6 206 tttoteW 4«% *7 41 M2 41Q 

20% S4 SnOm* OD-»»Vi • 

1 % a Stew ii . mbs 

tti 317% B toBGOBte 70*% 3 s 30* an 

228 07% IDO 208 - O MB to 

(02% 300 TfcHBBB 9BB - 35 5 «£ 

Water 

IS £ flgflg * +2 % n aw 

on «6 anaw* eo • *b bb tod 

2B 02*. Btel mrmi 07 *1 22 HO 

335 Si Cnmnw an - ro to 

05 ve o—m 00 . sa in mi 

425 ss CteMawMr *22% . ^ ro seen 

3K TOD EWSttte SBV -1% 54 80 000 

2S 05 WUiVW 0| . re go 

tttt) BS0 Mjte KM a-1% CD IB MTS 

mmwms so ■ are 

Sw wjw re is 5437 

§°*itena aeo ■ as m s» 

3S5*** 888 *■* I* s 17 5*32 

11mm an *fl% 55 re sw 

W BB UKIUTOn 873V nB B3 S Sto 

9E7V Ml 5* O -MB 

»% 5 it BIB 

325 - 47 BB SW 

* 302 % - 00 re 


420 


10, *GB 
IV 5S% 


sre 

290 


Recent Issues 
Su 

4ssaf* 

&gsss 

CteMVSMS 




i#ss" 

MteUkom 

InQafMiNl 

VWHMIk 


RIM 

rev 

ST* 

05 


**-, 

SB41 

V*i 

i 

re 

sy 

rev 


Ott 

4 


4V 

■7 

+90 










\ 



5tv^£-J 


24 


business 


TOTTWY 28 ^^fiTlAKY 1997^ 


Services sector surges ahead 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Turnover in services surged last 
year, according u> the first de- 
tailed figures on the sector pub- 
lished by the Office for National 
Statistics. Architectural and en- 
gineering consultancy, private 
eyes and security services, and 
car dealership were among the 
fastest-growing services in the 12 
months to September. 

The statistics are the result of 
an initiative launched by the 
then-Chancdlor of the Exche- 
quer, Norman Lament, to im- 
prove the quality of economic 
statistics. The scale of the late 
1980s boom had taken policy- 
makers by surprise partly be- 


cause information on services- 
which make up two-thirds of the 
economy - was so limited. 

The Bank of England has 
been pressing since last May for 
the collection of more statistics 
on the sector because of fears 
that the emphasis on manufac- 
turing industry is die monthly 
economic statistics is as mis- 
placed now as It was at the end 
of the 1980s. 

In its Inflation Report, the 
Bank, pointed out that the only 
timely monthly figures on the 
bulk of the economy were the 
official retail sales statistics and 
a CBI survey of retailing, whole- 
saling and motor traders. 

Previously published figures 
for the total service sector show 


t hat i t grew 3.4 per cent in real 
terms in the year to Decamber, 
twice the rate of growth of in- 
dustrial production. 

So for the additional figures 
are limited to quarterly 
turnover statistics for only amo- 
pordon of total services. They 
do not break down the sales 
growth into separate price and 
activity increases. The ONS 
has calculated the figures harjc 

to the start of 1995. 

There were marked increases 
in turnover in a wide range of 
businesses in the year to the 
third quarter of 1996. For ex- 
ample, sales of new and used 
cars, car rental, restaurant and 
campsite turnover, and film 
and video activities were all 


sharply higher compared with 
the same quarter a year earli- 
er, So was turnover m “other” 
services, including diy cleaning, 
hair dressing and funerals. 

There was also Strang growth 
in business services such as 
law, accountancy, tax and man- 
agement consultancyand mar- 
ket research. 

Computer activities, from 
software consultancy and data 
processing to maintenance and 
repair, grew at an equally fast 
pace. The industry - which ex- 
cludes software sales - was 
worth nearly fl5bn in 1995. 

However, advertising 
turnover, and sales by trave 
agencies and tour operators 
fell during the year. 


A warning from Albert Fisher to chili the cockles of your heart 



Albert Fisher, the food producer, warned that cocMe bed 
devastation (above) was set to hit the company's first-half 
results to the end of February. The devastation of North 
Sea cockle beds last year “proved to be so severe that the 
autumn 1996 harvest was seriously mstrictacT, a 
spokesman said. However, this was partially offset, and by 
a much improved fresh mussel market, wide the remainder 


of the seafood division has made good progress and is in 
line with budget. Hie European food processing division Is 
peifomwig ta fine with budget, although in the European 
fresh produce division, which earns the &eater part of its 
profits m the second half of the financial year, the 
vegetable markets “remain (fifficutr. North American 
results are benefiting from cost reductions. 


Pannell Kerr Forster survives 
being the butt of many a joke 


Health and Efficiency, the 
magazine for natnrists that 
has tastefully championed the 
naked form for over 90 years, 
has been sold by receivers to 
a sew company after going 
bust last November. 

Fred Satow and Mary 
Walsh of accountants Pannell 
Kerr Forster kept the mag go- 
ing while new buyers were 
found. A specially formed 
«i mp^y ti ded Not ? Freedom 

dons, has bought the firm. 

So did the receivers visit 
any nudist colonies while they 
were running the mag? 

“No, we kept our dothes 
on at all times. We’re char- 
tered accountants,” dedaxed 
Richard Knight, a senio r ad- 
mimstrator on the PKF team, 
with impeccable logic. 

Apparently the previous 
publishers, Peenhill, lost their 
shirts cm a diversification into 
magazines about cats and 
dogs- Mr Walker 5s majority 
shareholder of the new corn- 
party, with editor Helen Lad- 
brook also a shareholder. 

That’s naked ca pitalism for 
you. 

Speaking of dothes, or rather 
lack of than, cm Friday 14 
March the organisers of Com- 
ic Relief want everyone in the 
City to join in with “Dress 
down for Red Nose Day”. 

Prepare yourselves for 
Bank of England Governor 
Eddie George in Bermuda 
shorts, Hugh Stephenson of 
Mercury Asset Management 
in ripped jeans and Gavin 
Casey of the London Stock 
Exchange in a body stocking. 


All three institutions have 
promised to dress down. The 
escapade even has the Lord 
Mayor of Loudon's approval, 
so presumably Roger Cork 
will be leaving the ermine at 
home for the day. 

Each employee of partic- 
ipating companies wfll be 
asked to donate £1 or more 
and the total raised will be 
matched by the company. 
Comic Relief celebrities will 
be in the City's Broadgate 
centre at Lunchtime to per- 
sonalty receive the money. 


People & Business 



Naked capitalism: But chartered accountants do rt with their clothes on 


Richard Royds of MAM is 
spearheading f his part of the 
initiative. Models from top 
agencies will be at the main 
commuter stations to encour- 
age dressing down, and there 
is a televised fun run spon- 
sored by Renters for the 
more athletic of you. 

For an entry form for the 
latter, fax your name, address, 
company name and contact 
details to 0171-542 2151. 

1 hear David Attains, who 
moved from Em«p to be Lord 
HoHick’s deputy at United 
News & Media this week, is 
still turning out to play league 
cricket at foe age of 50. Tb be 


tafive cricket at half century is 
admirable. Tb combine it with 
his woddoad is something ebe. 

Salomon Brothers are now 
asking everyone entering 
their offices at London’s Vic- 
toria for “proof of identity”. 

A colleague of mine en- 
tered Salomons’s reception 
for an appointment this week. 


and despite the fact the re- 
ceptionists had his name, was 
asked to provide “id - a cred- 
it card — something like that” . 

On the other hand, this be- 
ing an American investment 
hank, perhaps they just like 
checking peoples’ credit wor- 
thiness before they come in. 

Beware the 17-day fortnight 
in Libya, warns Jonathan 
Biles, chief executive of 
WoridCover Direct, 

Mr Biles wants to “lift the 
lid on the bizarre world of 
travel insurance geography'’. 

He says: “Some partici- 
pants in this market have pe- 
culiar ideas about geography 
and time. For example, many 
people do not realise that 
t jmn Poly thinks the Gambia 
is in Europe - rather worry- 
ing for one of the UK’s 
largest travel agents!” 

He goes on to say: “It is not 
just travel agents who seem to 
be confused... buy two-weeks' 
travel insurance from one high 
street bank and they seem to 
think that means 17 days.” 


Mr Biles adds: “Trying to 

lure customers into buying 
Europe-only travel insurance 
products when Europe is 
defined so bizarre I v ism 
potentially be highly danger- 
ous - most people, like me, 
wouldn't think that Libya was 
a European country— 

“People buying travel in- 
surance should be careful not 
to rdv on the geography 
described in an atlas." 

An American is taking the 
helm at Albright & Wilson, 
the international chemicals 
company floated off by the 
US conglomerate Tenneew 
some two years ago. 

Paul Rodteleau. 43. cur- 
rently president of the com- 
pany's US operations, will be 
relocating to the UK when he 
replaces Dr Robin Paul as 
chief executive of Albright & 
Wilson in July. The Midlands- 
based group is famous for 
putting the “tang” into Pepsi 
and the foam in detergents. 

John Willcock 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 

Staffing | Dollar 

Country Spot 1 month 3 month* 


US 16271 31-28 

Canada 22225 54-49 164-156 
Germany 2.7182 8081 203-193 
France 52737 217-08 640608 
Italy 27315 20-35 6063 

Japan 8668 9561 281-278 

ECU 14164 21-20 7067 

Belgium 56703 «-K) 42-36 

Derrrark 10466222-177 655-556 

Natherta/xte 30910 82-74 240-226 

Ireland 10300 3-2 12-10 

Norway 1Q945 16060 380-270 
Spain 23112 54 1941 

Sweden 12.178 220-100 690500 
Switzerland 14063 85-78 239-226 
Australia' 20894 2-1 18-B 

Hong Kong 12599 83-52 240-T63 
Marina 40399 04} 00 

New ^aaiamr 23569 2053 62-71 

Sand Arabia 6ttig oo 00 
Sngapore 23193 00 00 


Spot 1 month snort* 
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Other Spot Rates 

Country Staring 


Oolar Courtly Storing 
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Fonrard rates quoted hij^i to low ara at a discount: subtract from spot rata 
rate s»ucfted low id lii^i are b* a pmiteum: add to spot rata 

•Dollar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the laws tarenyi ©change rates cal 0891 123 3031 
Calls cost 50 d per mnute (day rate) 45p other timea 


Interest Rates 






UK 

Base 660% 

Lnscount • 

250% 

US Japan 

Prime 875% Discount 

050% 

Franca 

Lombard 

450% 

Discount 500% Batata 

fiaarvantion 115% 

Canada 


Fed Funds 525% Ciscbint 

250% 

Italy 
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(Mhariansls 
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DMcotrt 
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Spain Central 
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Oacount 

125% 

Repo (Are) 

430% lembttri 

4329% 

Bond Yields 
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| Money Market Rates 
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Precious Metals 

(nte/n S £ Coin 
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Spa* & Son 
C C 

Pfethun 
Patedum 
Steer spat 
GoUftjTn 

3920 2400 
E70 9855 
5Z7D 3238 
3800 22132 

ftUteiva 

Sritairia5az 

0rttannk25oz 

BtoitelOoE 

382 

85 

94 

48 

235 

GO 

58 

a 
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Sms 

Nobles 

Maple Las' 

359 17J 221JSB 
5194 5258 
390 407340250 
386 '332225:35 

Agricultural 

Cocoa Cofiae 

Barty 


Potato 

CMS 

Potetoas 


Iter 

5 1 


w-y 

ft? 

Os 

Vos 


: Ohara 

LIFE 

Stan 

LITE 
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LH=E 

873 

891 

910 
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Vofc 

»42 

1572 
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11894 

Iter 

5 

9225 
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9920 

B125 

939 

Mar 

sr 
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aS 
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■|“4B»«siw FTWtoMonn.*., 
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Shooting for another 



Murphy family Triumph 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


One of the golden rules of 
talking in racing circles is to be 
careful of the company when 
passing the time with a spot of 
character assassination. No oth- 
er sport quite matches the in- 
terbred communities of die turf 
and if you blacken someone in 
a pub in Newmarket or Lam- 
bourn, you can be sure a rela- 
tive’s ear is not far away. 

Remember this if you ever 

have anything tart to disseminate 

about the Murphy family. De- 
dan, the former jockey turned 
media analyst, may be the fig- 
urehead of the brood, bat there 
are plenty of others out there. 
The Murphy family home is in 
Hospital Co Limerick, which is 
said to be a small village. That 
means there can be few other 
people living in the place. De- 
dan has four brothers and three 
sisters and, like him, one of his 
older siblings, Eamon, has won 
a race at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival A third name, however, 
may be added to the Cotswolds 
scroll a week on Thursday. 

Pat Murphy, the seoond eldest 
of the tribe, should, according 
to the bookmakers, go close to 
saddling Shooting Light to vic- 
tory in the Triumph Hurdle. 

Such an eventuality is being 
portrayed as a quaint piece of 
giant-slaying, partly because 
Murphy supervises just 15 hors- 


es at his yard at Portbury, Avon. 
These are the premises occupied 
until his death by Murphy's 
father-in-law, Richard Holder, 
and a location which has led to 
both men being referred to, un- 
fortunately, as Bristol handlers. 


Neither is Murphy a big gun, 
s the tact that be 


but this ignores 
and his wife, Louise, Holder’s 
daughter, have played a part in 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Savoy 
(Kelso 420) 

NB: Kybo's Revenge 
(Plumpton 3 JjO) 


we've had our share of decent 
^printers. We've prepared hors- 
es for the Stewards’ Ciip and the 
Wokingham [old favourites in 
Bertie Wooster, Jigsaw Boy and 
Sir Joey) and had them placed. 

“We’ve no doubts about our 
own ability to produce a horse 
on the day. It's everyone else 
that seems to question that" 

Pat Murphy, 39 last week, was 
a jockey of some standing, rid- 
ing 100 winners before an aw- 
ful day at Thun ton in 1988 
changed his physique. He broke 
his wrist, elbow and shoulder. 


first mammal to be cloned. It is 
less than three years since Ar- 
cot threw him into the Grim 
Reaper’s parlour at Haydock, 
but, a near-death experience lat- 
er, he was soon back to bis finest 
chattering class. Pat, too, seems 


to require respiration as regu- 
‘ "s» but 


Iariy as a sperm whale, 
there is more to him than ver- 


biage. He picked out Shooting 


Intact, though, was the Murphy 
sness, which 


one of the Triumph Hurdle’s 
best recent records. “We were 
involved with Ikdam and Wahi- 
ba [both of which ran under 
Holder's licence], who were 
first and second in the Triumph, 
so we’ve been there,” Murphy 
said yesterday. “On the Flat 


trait of loquaciousness, 
ensured he would not struggle 
in the communication business 
of training. These boys have not 
just kissed the Blarney Stone, 
they have had a tempestuous af- 
fair with it 

Declan Murphy's omnipres- 
ence on our screens is such that 
it is hard to believe Dolly was the 


No confidence in Call 


Imperial Call was eased in 
Cheltenham Gold Cup betting 
yesterday after a workout at 
Clonmel racecourse satisfied 
his trainer and jockey, but not 
the bookmakers’ spies. 

Ladbrokes pushed him out to 
5-1 (from 4-1), with their 
spokesman, Simon Clare, say- 
ing; “There have been doubts 
surrounding Imperial Call for 
some time and we haven't seen 


a peony for him in recent weeks. 
Today’s be low-par workout only 
confuses the picture further.” 
But the gelding’s jockey, 
Conor O'Dwyer, said he was 
satisfied with the horse, two 
weeks before he defends the 
Gold Cup. “I'm happy enough 
that the horse is in good form,” 
he said. “It’s the first time I’ve 
sat on him since the Hennessy 
and he felt a good bit stronger.” 


Diage. 

Light, whose only credential 
was a win at Hamilton, for 
21 1 Q00gns at the July Sales. 

At first, a return on the in- 
vestment looked unlikely. 
“About three weeks after we 
bought him I rang the owner to 
tell Him the horse was showing 
us absolutely nothing," Murphy 
said. “He was working worse 
than a selling plater. Even then 
though I got the impression he 
was working just enough for the 
horse he was working with.” 

The racecourse has bad the 
awakening properties of a freez- 
ing shower on Shooting Light 
and he goes to battle after two 
hurdling wins and single defeat, 
when conceding chunks of 
weight Victory in the Triumph 
Hurdle might see an unusual 
use for the race’s prize. Murphy 
smoked cigarettes endlessly as 
a jockey but has since changed 
to a pipe. “I started smoking it 
at home because I thought it 
gave me an air of authority,” he 
said. A Cheltenham trophy 
might be the most memorable 
receptacle in which to tap out 
his dottle. 






2jOO Get Real 
Z30 Kendal Cavafier 
3JOO RASTER ODDY (nap) 
3J30 Denham HM (nb) 


HYPERION 

4JM) Hofland House 
430 Infamous 
500 Moonlighter 


GOING: Soli (Soft on hurtles cow In back straight). 

■ Icftrhand rnurae. with stiff fence#- 

■ Course b SE or lorn near A34. SaUcm [service from London, PubUngun) adjoins 
course. ADMISSION: Members S 1 -1 (Juntas up bo 17 jwta fa*); TtaunaDa £8; SOver 
HJngM(OAPS half prioe). CAR PARK: Free; Picnic areas'! per car plus M per pewoiu 


FORMGUBE 

MISTER ODDY goes all a rating 14® hgter Van when justifying (avounasm m the core- 
spooring awn b year 391 but can eW staga a rapoeat coming hare m cracking tom wttn 
!!■«• wine end a second from tour races ins cm. MswOdby, wno goes alf the same 
merit es when owning under a 5tb penalty at Sandown a fortngftt ag>. Is 6ft) worae m wuti 
H0i Attitude, who flntehed a lenglti-and-a-quartar-ninner-m to him owr course and dte- 
tance three weeks back - the unneSobte James 11 m Rot tailed off when pufied up after 
Mnnmg at Newton Abbot the arm bettors - but can eonlbm superiority. AIRftude was 
a fafier bur out fooutfi hoMng every chance, on Ns reappearance behind Super T*MS 
hoe before that. Nogs Cherry has Smarted runner-op in Ns last two races b ut the y were 
In lesser company at Plumpton and Huntington. s e lecll oa ; HflSTER OODY 


3.30 


US 


| LEASING TRAINEES WITH RENNERS: D Nkhofem — 29 winners from 1 13 run- 
ners gives a suoreflH ratio oT 25.7% and a lam to > & l fond stake of S 1 .7 1 : N H retaw 
— 21 Kima*. 100 runners, 2 1.7%, -42.87: OShowood — I fi winners, 01 names, 23.4%, 
-418.51; M Pipe — M w inners. 88 runners, 15.9%. -415.51. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Osborne — 38 winners, I4S rides, 25.7%, -40.40; K Dna- 
waoty — 34 winners, 128 rides, 26.6%, -41 1.29; A Maguire — IB whiners, 1 12 rides, 
17%. +417.25: P BoHry — 13 winners. 65 rides. 20%. +49-70. 

HUNKERED FIRST HUE: Penncafor (2.30); Manta Soiuun (130); M«n i m« |Yisored) 
(4J»). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hawks Sotam (3 .30) * Lord KhaHee (5.00J haw beret 
wta 150 mllea by G Hubbard bum Worihigurectli. Suffolk. 


SCOTTISH EQUTIABLE/JOCKEY5 ASSOCIATION HANDICAP 
HURDLE QUAUFER (CLASS D) £4000 added 2m 5f £3*288 

0-13182 UUCM«(74)mOlBlflMIMHnMnrt«iPltMiflllU^CHAi(7) 
24B2PJ UBON VQFH) (22) MsEMBousquet-Pape) CUM 11118 KGate 


01-330 UCIOSEMat(21)(CD)(r&JVSsny)JFaEhawe6113- 
0-4HYB MWnGSaSS(U)0IVHaMfy)AjlMsan&113. 


1-32323 LORD MdHHROUGH (14) (J rkNfle) J NwflE) 7 11 2. 
06-2421 DENHAM HU. (U| 0 E Omni C Mam 6 U 2 (6a) . 


_A Thornton 
R 


WP AMMAN SWAN (U) (D) Ms Been Hans} MPpe 10 110. 


0012 -P IHE MEnCANSOOfE 09 IM ROaid DBeogV 91011 ., 


3F46Q1 OARS HOSE (M) (CO) (Ms John Hadwn) M 5teaBQ 7 10 10- 

10 501620 CARMB.TS JCTf (74) ftta AIBon Ganflfel TGeo|p8U)9 

11 03246 M0MGS(MWAtS)tGAVUtan8GHktSsiia9101 

12 1DMP5 HOODED HAWK (U) <C H Itanti) N Hendeaan 6 10 6 

-12 doctored - 


-VSWtay 


JBFMnB 


JR 


ARDMGTON ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5j000 added 2m UOyds Penalty Value £4j0€8 

61213 SnBBDTHnctmnikfnGNwnonOT Casey 5114 I Osborne 

CMlCRWCSWAY(RKCanatATumel5110 LI 




0022 CUKIDN (14) (BF)(EN Dianas) K Baity 611 0_ 


364> CRAMPSCASTLE (32) (Hdfld And Gerry Worasteri N dance 7 11 0. 
130 NWS NO FOOL (US) Iftya NO Fad Ftonasttp) J Ou 7 11 0 - 


-CtriMqnr 


GHMBEIOWKpanSB Tapes AConiBBansUtDJQftrtB 110 

42-6 GET REAL (2q(HanearHnt-Tfoaaren0 N Hmteoan6 110 

5 HULMEA(NZ) (25) (Mans E F%mn UsS Edaads5110 

0- MABCWSIAMKW6B)(foeMwS«aPareB*(H)ats«7U0.- 
4 murAITf Law (IDO) P Scon-Ounn) fcfc H Krigt 6 11 0 ____ 


_^PRjan{7) 

— Cltarttyo 
.*W» 


.JMbmr 
jGtamay 


200 HOONDEVl(2«lSrCi*nSoue^lE)Man.Canpwi7110. 
NEWS FLASH mas Sms) And** Tun* 5 U 0. 


.Ltapsim 
— i crib* 


BETTM& 5-2 Dmtaren HO, B-2 Oath Rose, 114MMeillsBaiiDL7-tU*atafttyS-111iaTMMlL 
10-1 Handed Kaak. Uran V, 12-1 Arabian StrOsn, MobIb Soham, 14-1 Cannefo Joy, Iba UeBdeaes 
Bran, 20-1 KmftCran 

199fc Va Man 7 10 8 J F IWty n 2 Wna H Kreert 12 rai 

FORM GUIDE - 

OKIE ROSE shows her bast forniRma ids tbe spnog and landed the Hoechstffonacur Mares 
FMI on heaoy gpng tmr course ant) osonce Iasi March. She bounced bock to her best 
last time whan snort-heeding malat leader Danoss Cavafier at Sandowi and can owreome 
the 7t> nse. Denham HU also struck form when comma home by 14 ien®hs at Fbmwel 
{2m6fll0yds) and had earner Areshed three lengths benmd smart nwtoe Red Barar at Leices- 
ter. He could gve Oalis Rose plenty to da Lard McMunoaRb won at Taimmn and Exeter 
last season with cut m the goimd, and has been placed m as (he starts so for this season, 
the latest when a 12-imgh fond to Wntaw at Fatentam. He is 2D Imwr today. Lake KarV- 
ba, who went in at Chepdnw in October an nre reappearance end at NmriDn Abba (heavy) 
foe foAowmg month, has not raced sfocee second to Deanofc Beano on the laQar track in 
December but should be IttenouffL SetectJorc QATlS ROSE 


PEERS HUT (Lord Donau^ue) Mte H Kn^t 7 110. 


-SMdM 


15 


16 


PBESimoUS MAN (The DrtB All Rond FMranlfol J JenWB6110- 

tf HHAAIBBI |88S) (Mb Maustn Buddeyl MsJ Htnen7 110 

00-3 STRONG TEL (33) geny Me* M Rpe 7 11 D . 


JFTMey 


— NTEgwi(7) 
JIRsrant 


-DIMM 


50 NETBATBRHZEpB) (Sanweys RstiMarlms'RBucMwSlBB 

BEJ1MC; 3-1 SpiwM hqw, 7-2 Gat RssL M CSefon, 1M GeotBstam, Strong Td, 12-1 Ffy# 
No FooL 1*-1 WRay Lee. Peer* Fbty, RoStander, 20-1 Cramps Csrdn, News Fbih, 33-1 ottars 
Uflfo Mancenen 6 U 4 A P McCoy 1341 (A Jamsl IB ran 

FORM GMDE 

Sp*orulid Thyne. starting at 16-1. won a N H Flat race nasty on this course last March and 
hod OET REAL 15y : lengths back in fourth. The inner, ons of foe favourites that day, did 
not help hu cause by pUkng itaid. Splenoia Tltyne, a 10-tengfo runner-up to the unbeat- 
en Boardroom Shuffle on his hunting bow at Folkestone, went one better hi a large AeU at 
LmgMd and too« the minor ptoong aphis Queen Of Spades at Sstdown a fortnight ago. 
He is penalised only 4% for Ns win but may dno Get Realm good. Nick Henderson's charge 
- an Iran pomt-to-pomt scorer - was beaten 13 lengths by foe smart Frenah Holy on heeuy 
ffttund rt a Bumper here bat ManSv He w* hme learned hum ns opening hunSktg oudng 
when amateur-ridden and fourth DO Shatkw Leader here three weeks ago, again taking a 
stong hold and weakening after leatfing from the tfriiu to three ftgus out. Norman vniamson 
takes foe nde this Ume. Fry* No Fool, whiner of a Towceaer N H Rat Race on ns debut 
last season, whl be the better tor hts flrst attempt owr timber Mien fifth to Kartret House 
at Lm^ieid. COntoa. runner-up m the last two id his fores races this season - to LegMe 
at Huntingdon and Peace Lord at Fakenham. might do best of foe others. Strong Tei. third 
behind lady Rebecca in a Chepstow bumper hi Nowmoer on his fm appearance shtoe foe 
spang, and Henrietta Krngbrs MBHary Lew, fotafo of 20 Do Quml Eage on hes introducnon 
in a Kempt on tamper me same month, could go wen. Selection: GET REAL 


PETER HAMER MEMORIAL HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
£2j000 added 3m Penalty Value £1^76 

warn HdlANP HOUSE (16) (D5 tBF) IE imp'd POwrmgslll25 MrCWe>rs(5) 

1F-1 rraSS MUBROOK (13) (D) (0 T GokK»nnfiy) D Gckfewonhy <J 12 0 »EWm|7] 

22P- CUBRACKBf IAD (277) ft J SiMfaefd) Mrs J Swaltda 9 U. 9 Ik G Baines [7) 

30RD-P2 BEDIANE(7)(MBiAIW3an)bkSsAlMscnl2 119 MrStotoo A«hews{3)V 

IV OTTHI RNHI (660) |0JC»TH1 OQrwSUS Mr E Janes (7) 

4004/9-2 PMKffLEIfliaCtUSAI (21) fffciStliBS/ Mis PQan®r9 119 HkAFWps(7) 

-6 " 


BETnaa 8-13 HeOaed Houn, 3-1 Nte IMbrook, 9-2 CkAndwa Lad, 12-1 HerSmo, ntedple 
Hole, 20-1 Otter Hirer 

lSBfo Cdoraal Kity 8 11 6 Ik P IfecHtag u-8 (Mo D Qfcseffl 6 (an 
FORM CUBE 

HOLLAND HOUSE has a ®tod record m pom and has tended hunter chases at UrglMd, 
Chepstow and at Cheltenham test term - mastering Coome HI a head at foe Welsh track. 
A hotpot at Latfteid on ha reappearance 16 days ago to foe same race he won by 20 
lengths test ante up last season. Holand House was lr thud place when he stumbted and 
unseated three fences oui behind Vtoomte De Vatmam or his reappearance and B wd 
worth avfoar eftanoa Mae MBwook Date the rtgnc one for the forecast. hawngwonD 
the sfylo of an Impraind mare when 25 renshs too gpod tar yesterdays Ludlow semer Cape 
Cottage at Hereford on her return. W WIwe HOLLAND HOUSE 


4-30 


HKSHCLERE HURDLE (CLASS O £SjOOO added 4V0 
2m 110yds Penalty Value £3£52 


00 AlPM JOKER (15) (the CdsaFarraNNUP Hobbs 110- 
BARON HMBOVSff (P J Omd G Thomo 11 0 - 


433 C»CUS STAR pj) (The TbtynfflaD*Msai 110 _ 


-fi Homey 

-JCahty 


HAKPSHBIE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 3m Penalty Value £3^S2 

20P9-2U LOTTHfr TICKET ff) Wan Parted t Got|J! 8 11 ID -COTMyar 


230 


215240 HEMMLCatMLER{27) lUarael IMn^dd Dgiy5 GBadrg 7 11 1 
2044 IF Sdnc MAY (13) (J DBneB L Wmague HM 6 10 12 


P33U1 CABDDULflUEtlU(FaaiBiidtiMraVtM<antsai012(6ai 
NU6144 TOP JAVAUH (NZ) f2T) AK VaencThumi N Hwre 10 10 11 
036F40 PEMfCNLER (27) (MS Anera TayW P Hotte 7 10 9, 


U63-542 MAJORS IE6ACV (TO) (MB G IflgW T Fustv 8 10 6, 


F3P2ff COUNTRY KBB^I (IB) B J M Ryall B HyoTl 9 10 0 


000-656 FURBECX RAABffl (32) Ikfes M lane] G BaUng 6 100 
-9 dedared - 



CLASSIC WIORY (Classic BoDdraadv no I Campbei 11 0_ 


: FOR (USA) (Marat Van Dmmal Mrs J damn 11 0 - 
MSAR (13) (lady Lloyd Webber) C fads 11 0- 


MFAMOUS (USA) (IQ IMra Barts® Itamano R (TSLAot 11 0. 
IMDJAR ft J VMHy) D Genttb 11 0 . 


.jBBorifey 


TWCHEV pfl (The Lars Rfor f^rrafopl Ifes H hrSgil 11 0- 

WITWIlKATiRHadneAPanrWSlPNraDlsUO 

ZMSAN (37) (Mr M C Sweeney) J Qfad U 0- 


SAUY GML (13) iFew Olty Rackg) J Moore 10 9 . 


— D F«tt (3) 

J Fluey 

-0 Baton (S) 
PM* 


ICMWM 


Muwnuni nedyte lost. True tarntoc ue^ts: Camoy keeper 9a 13S. Purcec* Ramow Sra 2D. 
BEnvf&MCwdfaal Rote, 4-1 Snpbte Mqr, 11-2 Kndal CaraBw. 7-1 UKtery Ticket. TopJanBn. 
8-lMalora Lag-cy, 10-1 Pwncaier, 12-1 Country neper. 20-1 Pmteck RiraUer 

U» Oartgs« Bate 6 10 13 P Koto 1 SO L Wbamsi 15 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

CARDINAL RULE Weeps improving and can complete a four-timer even mougi racing oft a 
23b luster mart than when he begin h& mmng rut at Pumpton last month, veneta 
WW lams’ s rumer went on to «un anoe at Hwa lord. malungvrOialy all to beet Super Rucfon 
11 days a#> alt a rating 9tb lower than today's. Lottery ticket a up ogunst it cancedng 
Caninal Rule 13b. Tom George s charge da not do barfly on rts chasing bou when beat- 
en two and a half lengths by GotdeftSMft war cowse and dtsianoe in November but blun- 
dered and unseated turfy at Southwel on rtts, only start smoe when drifting from 5-2 to 
twice those adds. He mt^rt need this ouong. laugpest aval may be SopMw May. a Wind- 
sor faSer last time but successful at Ungfetd before that runrung on stmtgiy after tailing 
command foree fences out to beat Scoresheet lour lengths. Sroresnea del not tel that 
form down when snoit-heeOed by Red Branch, giving the wnner 24lb. Kendal Cevafler. 
who won on the heavy at Newton Abbot «t Nowmber and was beaten four lengths by Wartnere 
Mirror ai bngfieid the fokwmg month, b not our of it destine being well beaten in his last 
two outmgs. p e an c a ler has nca shown anything r three races owr ferns but looks die 
type to make a thaser and snorts fiei-tm bumrars. Selection: CaRDbmal RULE 


533 TAKEAMEMO R (Shenaood Pamadip Deers CUfl 0 ShertOOd ID 9 ., 

- 13 declarer] - 

BETTBC 5-2 tetenwaa, 3-1 Oagre Fox, +1 Ctens Star, B-L IMCbo*. T M — omo , 12-1 Maar. 
14-1 Ttaid|ar, UTtherkay. Uua. 20-loUWre 
1998; H3tra Breex 4 id E R Jtflmson 3-1 ID reehdaon) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

fUNGER FOX. tranad by Heny Ced when folral to St Legsr winner Shantou on fus debut 
at Sandowt Kt May and successful at Chester m September, can make a MnrCng start IP 
hs hurting career. He changed hands for 75.000gre at the Autumn Sates. Infamous, who 
went in Roland 05u»«arft stables for 24.000gns at foal ■swt«**e.wonaiLBlceMHBOtO 
last March when named by Paul Cole. He shaped with promise when an eufot-tength fold 
behnd Red Raja on hs hunflmg debut at Windsor - Salty GM and Hbar both unplaced - 
and is foe obvious threat vmh Improremera on foe cards. Sefectton: GINGER FOX 


5JOO 


WHATCOMBE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ NOVICE HAM31CAP 


HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 5f £2^79 


M12 snBMTnsSA0E(!Ga)(Bt)(PetBLijfnPhcbtB7120 
am CAFWflf lACk |42] (Cfee D Smffii M Pice 7 12 0 


513003 IMSWABLE BQIB 129) (tai Green) N IKflcrSUf 


504541 FLAXLEYWOOD 1321 IMS DALiTxtW R BucMtf 6 10 13 


R504 IAUREJ7S TREASURE (281 IVkSB H i FIomi) Ms 5 WUanB B Ul 5, 
3402 LORD HHAUCE (15) IG A Kudbanfl G HuObad 6 10 4, 



3-00 


GEOFFREY GOBEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £8£00 
added 2m U Penalty Value £4^429 


13-1211 HBTER 0007 (14) (ED) (WsRU W J Ung 11 11 13 — 


fl Fort B) 
— FMda 


1-532 IP JAMES 1HE IttST (2U 0) fife's^ Praam UdtP MUR 9 111 

11R3-F* MGH ALUITUDE m (F 1 Saratuyi U Heatsnas 9 10 0. D 

PF-SOE Ktt8SCH£Mff(22}ITJS#dSei(r Jfld? 100 CUwdyn 

-4 declared - 


7 006-P32 MOOHUGHTER O® lGd« Top ftoartg C JMoon 7 10 3 

-Tdadwad- 

BETITNSt M MmSMitar, W. Ftariey wood. 4-1 Captain Jack. S4 lord notka. 1U Stenqr Pas- 
sags, 8-1 Ui u h il rablB Bearer, U-l laresrfs Tiaaam 
1B96: Fditasu Fteet 4 io 3 s Cvran 9-2 iMiss I S Doyle] U ran 
FORM GUIDE 

STORMY PASSAGE can defy tw Hetty wagrt wan Gtenrt Tottney ffltdng off 3»j. He stormed 
home by 17 lengths n foe mud at Newton Abtwr m December and was beaten five lengths 
by Meter Rm at litmxeter That wnner was a jpod second to Sanmanino at Kampun on 
Saturday. There ft better stfl to come tram n wday Wood and he should make o bold bd 
to supofement Ns Plunpwn vratory oft a Sb higher marie . Captain Jack goes ofl foe same 
mart as when jusnfyfog tawutosm at Kenvran tat foe oopoown wns ureak. LonfHhol- 


Mnrum mgfc 10s. Trap fantfOB we^m 1 Hgf) wruefe 9a um totgCteify Ssriit 

BEnwe: 54 MWar o*fy. 134 Mgh fWanrio. Jaws Dm First 8-1 nogi Chewy 

199ft Merer Odoy 10 U 4JCJUy2 1(J Kfl£) 7 ran 


loo hat. not hod muen racing and did nor do badly when an re^ytt -length ruwer-up 10 Lough 

OB Dflt 


Tuly on sofosh ground n Sandown. MoonBgtttr was OK Oflty fine to make a race 
vwh hot ftwufrtfl Halona at Hnefort. gomg down a couple of ieiigfos and foe sflgtoy longer 
tnp should suL Selection: STORMY PASSAGE 


3-20 


M & } BALLAHTYNE JUUraiRS itcap 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3m 4f 


HYPERION 

2£0 Can Me Black 2-50 dash Of Swonis 
3J0 CeHdh Boy 3^0 Mara Ho 4J20 Royal 
Jester 4>50 Palacegate King 


GtKNG: Good w Soft CSott fo phew). 

Undulating coon*. KvtHn of two furioDgs. 

Course b N of town off B6461. ADMISSION: dub 5 10; T«t- 
unsaflsS7 1.OAPS S4, upder-lfte bee}. CAB PARK: fttt 


P11«P TBMArran£C2D)(CD)OIW^^UO^AO^»m 
new cam ear cu»ca jfiomWw u u iuitj umb 
R9Z-1DP- WKBWPRWM)<amrtwdlD^ ? ^M?y» 
3P3-1S2 WUffiMJ cncai go) J 08^9^0-;— * P aag g 
412123 SaNHCGfWtzanJBanSySlDOJMbaFIWwiR 


■ sm JUDfOOUS CAFDUN 07) J SPty jfl O-J ftc asray gj 
2U0312 mFtfigBHUaaiOSBBttTOmPft-MrMttliti II 1(71 


333468 WBEDMM0ND(43}I 
-ftf 

:I£8£.Trt*fW>*BpWH 
iCMroandSalft 


B9 XOO JMrDRdd (7} 


sGytt*9aiaL0ff 


ftfJ NrRgwi affUrTiira Nona. 

WINNERS EN LAST 6SV6N QMS: Notre. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNKM: Sur SeAecHm (,3-SO) hax beea 
gait 834 mOMbyJMadrie&'rini Church Efrogghton, Dgfaygfafac. 


Mham ... 

HENNESSY SERES FMAL NOVKX WR- 
DLE (CLASS B}£ 20 JXX) added 2m 2f 


330 


2^0 


CYRLALEXANDBt MEMORIAL MAIDEN 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m If 


3DU2P ASKTSBUnaiSaCRKWEllia Rlhgbu 

3ESU1 BBMBUSI«r(^«5MteawBniDJftSSMmB 
2122 DAHAPOWdO R Mrs SSmifl 5113 __BWunl ft*** 
MAP1EW(22) B9bonE 
MBtat ROSS (23J (01H 
NKXMSSmftDnttf 


26QFP6 ARSnoaftBMMsLMBSMISUS, 
PPV-063 DESPERAIE DAYS (17) F W)y 8 11 5 


MUD 

135 

Mxm 

63101 

11-111 


IMMn 
7113— ^-FOrtWiT 
ASSteBh 


U003F& FKIUCnnsSBQIttlNim& 
GKO KAUUDMBMBOBgpt7U5 


M/ppp unmcAy(i3)jBBHity7ii5 


SAfflYTACnMJH»m»4115 


2240- TTW RX ONE (420) MbsLVRu9ael8U5 
5050-34 CAU. IE BLACK [2«U Hammond 8 110. 

P3>P®P just EVE (17) Mis D Thomson 10 U0„ 

ID 356-503 HUB IUBEI2RF MunatfiS 111 
11 X MBSCOLEIIE(aO) M rs DT twreon 9110. 

-Utefered- 

BETTKO: U-10 t^l Mt Black. 100-30 Knkflo, 11-2 FteaTtere, 7-1! 

is (teeter, U.TM for Obi, 1A-L MttM tasea. 20-1 DopMte Dq% 

25-1 atom 



_ _ .uJEHnbaad 

M IAiMR«eity6 ID 12 PMwe 

BEn«ttt2MarainM Art Tire Bolter, MDrea Point, W.Nfcter Bow, 
UMLBrrertire Wty, Sferf! ttrtCB, 20-1 MapfeBty. 253. »ck Bom 


4,20 * AmCOUNimPOODS HUNTER CHASE 


(CLASS H) £2,500 added 3m If 

43433IP- IBlUEfiBHW plft WDWCbniaifli 14 1212-lfrT Scottffl 



. J«D 
I0B3)(CO)G5Bieyl31212J 
(77)J Ateanto 8 12fl — Mr. 
H CU) Ha D aam 13 128 Ji 


BEITMft 7-4X0000, 
W. 12*11 


13 12 12 JMrC Stony (5) 

IS Mr J Aienader(7) 

i312BJHaVJadKB(5) 

(lfi) KAmasm 7 12 5- JftARarinr(7l 

) G FSdta* ID 12 5 £apt A Qpkn (7) 

31) i litfws 8 12 0 — J* H Btertama (7) 
0034 Mb R MW9 U 12-lft C Bonos (a 
- S declared 


MttBdWLlMIMi 


r, 7-2 HntityM, 10-1 


2J5Q 


PENNY FARTHMG RESTAURANT HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 4V0 2m llDyds 

001 CRY BABY (205(D) A WMwb 11 4™ STqto(E) 

2 CUSH OF SWORDS (2D) P CSkdr 10 12 LWyeT 


UtOe General 

nTErtlSHB* HOTEL EYEMOUTH HANDICAP HUR- 
£ *- ou l DLE (CLASS D) £4jD00 added 2m 2f 
151120 ARAGON AIR (43) (CD) P Uoraetn 9 12 0_C McCoreadi (7) 


P JUNGLE FAESi 04) Ms D Thorton 10 12 
05 NWH(U|PMMWtt3012 


P PfWBPALB0T(28)TBnenngBnlD12 
ARM'S GEM Ms S Bradbune 10 7. 


0 POUTEAL MAMMIE (lfi R ftsm ID 7 
-7 



B Storey 


10-4803 IWMSBAEIMG(20)|q«mAW*ng8U12-S‘h«1orn 

333P-41 BHEmWAM{22)nBMaffissrtBU6 B Storey 

100065 aAIlOH (14) G Hdwfls 5 11 3 ADrttfln 


HHDOFWaON(107)(BF] PAb ASrater* 7 UOJSrrepfe 

32-5045 OOMtON SOIBB (£7) J BMfltyb 1013 PMren 

3F2fY FCTIV»HUICrCL364)(fo BM*la»rtl0103Gtee(^ 
301202 PAHHH (20) (BF) MToflUKrBlOS P Carbary 


04-5533 BteilHSEF«S(B^LUre3 910 0. 

-9deotared- 


BEITMft M Oort or Simrt, lie ftj Baby, B-l Kim, 10-1 PitadiMl 
Boy, 12-1 Aittate Gm IftUretfe Fnah, 20-1 PoOBeal Mndate 


BETTWG: 5-2 Pabca^te Utog, 4-1 Part*, 9-2 Breton, 6-1 tafijreonbre, 
HBrtilaafrta, 9-1 Cairo Sol. UM. FteM Of VMcre, Aware *T. 
20-1 FatM Fancy 


HYPERION 

2.10 Rhythm And Blues 2.40 Indian Arrow 

3.10 Ro skeen Bridge 3.40 Noraiarange 
410 Golden Opal 4.40 Bula Vogue 


GOING: Heavy. 

Left-hand, undulating court*- wttb rerarp bends. Tricky dpwtt- 
hm fence In back straighL l^dtlB nm4n of 200yds, 

Coume ta off A075S of Ilaywnle Heart- Phnttoton ataakmad- 
Jofoa coune. ADMISSION: MtentberaSlS; ThttasaOs £8; Comae 
54. CAR PASS; S4 {osilzt: of course) ft&l. 


WIVELSHELD NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) E3JOOO added 3m UQyds 

4U11P2 ABSI SOff I. (RO (9) G McCcut 6 12 0 DBUgntarB 


3JjO 


1-252 DAHCEttlStUOROP (U) P MfooK 8 11 11 A P McCoy 

F2F3PP MHOR HEY (IS) J JariHns 7 11 7 -BPoredi 

2Um MBTHI MABE CU) P) R lan 7 11 4_ — „_JCABquu(7) 
3)%E8mmS114 ) A McCarthy 


01506 BUSING STORM (21)% EgSW 5114- 


20P33 ROSKESI BRB0E (IQ (fo^ C Waertan € 10 0_M Rkhreda 

U006 ICTBffS REVENGE C®} R Row 6 10 0 DOSrttmn 

-TrieetereS- 

Aftflnamaatft lost. Rbsfeen Bridge 9stI2fe IJftohRBrengH 9st TBk 
BEnfftM Ore a.attF«*rt.lOMIlAte»ISnM. 72 Bbrtng Moral. 13-2 
Hater Btaka, 7-1 Rnrtm tektoi, 8-1 KWrer Key, 14-1 Kybnte Bewnga 

COOKSBRDGE MADEN CHASE (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 3m If 110yds 


3.40 


BUNXXBBD POttT TIMS: None. 

WINNERS IN 1WE LA9T SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNER& ApnDoaa (2.10)4 ISfater BUM 
(3.10)havcbeenaeiw 186mBes by R Lee from Byttm. Shropshire. 


2JjO 


CROWBOROUGH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3£00 added 2m If 
FQ APOUONO (23) R Lna 5 112 W1 


50 CUNTOURA (13) I IMams 9 11 5 . 
OKP DEURA(27)SEarin7 US. 


-BPnnfl 


FP24G2 iU DEL PBWXUJJPfectKfla 7 US- 
33 NORMARANEpS) 00139917 115'. — 
4 niMBawpaPatam«9U5-.. 


-A P McCoy 


8WC ROU0TON BLADE (14) J Saar 10 11 SJAr P ONaefta (7) 

4P43 APATURA KAO (IB) RAinerail 0 — WHeFtetad 

OEP FORTTOM DS (7) N Srafo 7 11 0-. TJ 

5-P nunmjNiHiiouo w 

-Sdaobaad- 


2 BUD THE VBB (11) MuMbiiib Jones 6112— Onreit^ime 

7fll MAT SUNSET (935) C Effsttn 7 11 2 lAMoCartqr 

03405 RHVTHI AND BUIES (LQ R Budter 7 11 2 BPomfi 

3 TOMKA (21) D Goitato 5 11 2 A P McCoy 


, 11-2 Apataa Had, 13-2 Jao Del Moca, 7-1 
Mte»teaBteri0,lO-ll , l— Bridga.l') 1 fltafoiani,HRIiPnt,mMH- 
■o Dne, 20-1 Daxtra 


4J.0 


CHAEJEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,075 added 2m 5f 


UB3H HHZZARDJ Best 5112- 


mr NAD KNOWS J PBuftn 4108. 


2 ONEMDCETE (37) J PQUkn 4 108. 


.JUf Pt7KaaOa(7) 

TIMM** 

ADkkaa 


50 OON11WCTnBG£|2S)PMildy4103 — Wlftfteteari 
-Sdadarad- 

BETTwaiMTorta, 114 ttythre And Btaan, 10M0 tetoTbaWaMM 
May Smmt, 12-1 Om to The Eye, 14-1 CbMincl Bridge, 26-1 AgoBaao, 
3S4 attars 


4-123TO BEAU BMH1ARD (30) (CD) P Nttcte 10 120AP McCoy B 
6V11P0 MAIBfYS CHOICE (20) (CD) RA4ier7lO lO-OBrid^otar 

344J34U MKSPir(U)(C)Rlta7101 WMcFtetari 

UP-PFP2 GOIOBI OPAL (11) |Q R BuMa 12 10 0 J 

00-0350 FKVUWK (25) R Rone 7 100 D 


2M 


PLUMPTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,075 added 2m 


P065OD BDMN ARROW (HQ (21) (Ifl ^F) M Rpe 9 11 8_C Marda 

02(3425 COURT MASIBt (S) R Butter 9 11 2 BPtertl 

5-OPF EAOSOSUK(lQ;PnJtor6112 ADUM 


-Sdadmd- 

Mnhaia mlgx Threhanfleap aeWSEGoUan OtalfiUUft ftertw 394*. 
BETrXfc 7-4BaBBablM, M MaremyteCbokre, »-2 WteaaB,6d8aM- 
n Opal 10-1 Pariova 

PORTSLADE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2,600 added 2m 4f 

181133- nmSGffT<274(C)(P|Mh»5120 c 

131 BUUraeUE(lQ(C)RRcw7119 DO’Srrtoa 


Off TVKGMS(L4B0)PBugarl0112. 


TkSaOF PURBBCKCAiUAUSI (13) RAtrierB 112. 
ROMMMKHU3LFUiads7112 — 
-Sderflarad- 


-TJMaiphy 


-WMrfMaori 
-Jff 


1-00003 SrVBlEtU)mRBuiNerUU2. 


JPotel 


4+P6U5 KMffS GOLD (37) Mr L BO wdS 7 ID 5 MRUaadS 

040-51F HAYHWB HO) (CD) (BffJNerte 7 ID 4 A P McCoy 

300410 SCRWT(B)ttF) JJertre610 2 EUftrpfqr 


-W Mantra 


BETTWa; «m hHlan Arrow, 158 Cant MaMar, 5-lPntre* Careftar, 
2S-1 Era So Ska, Rnrefetenar, 33-1 nrea^ia 


5P55 QUETMOIBMISC31JP Murphy 4 WO 
-7MM- 

AMnun aetpft True hanJfcap nefghc Ourt MtanoB 99 SSL 
BEfTMft 9-4 Hayb-Mayb, 114 Bdn Vagus. 4-lTd^> MR, 13-2 St VDe, 
lO-lKtofsOnM, 14-1 Script, lft-1 Qattt Morantet 


RETFORD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £SJOOO 
added lm 


HYPERION 

2_L5 Maraffi Z45 B Mdo 3J5 Daawe 345 
Cartmrton 4JL5 Saraal 445 Maftun 


GOING: Standard. STALI& Imfif-ouulde; reznainder-Indde. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ PTbrrwand BUriaow left-hand aharp, aval course. 

■ Comae la Eon W of Newark. RoOearonJnmskm ad)oJna eouue. 
ADMISSION: dob 112; Taneisalls S6 (QAP mem ben of 
course's Diamond Onb 14, under- 16s free). GAR PARK Free. 


2-01110 MNODP B0T (0 {COQM Ryan 8100.. 


tSB 


30Q3F-1 KNOTTY MU. (21) (QRDa^ 5 9 11 
11/3000- GARBUDIM (83) i Qtonr 4 9 9 


D Holand 13 

6 Carter 6 

046135- SUZTDRNADacn5|(D)EMftn49 9 KFUraB 


503000- JOHfltEITEJOKBt(lO4)(C)JLA0l697J>l«aqr(q3 
0021-0 MAZUH(4)mMMn0ter495 IQMraU 


^s»&1 


121222 RAW0WMI3R(e(CD)DHcn«594jMBWrads(7)8 
31-1415 R0VRL CAUBN (UB to) G L rttnra 5 9 3~S WMarerth 12 
230-005 1EAMRIY(qmKCmanffBltetMl4 93 — JfRyra2 
10 041-612 CHADtaaf LAJt fU) (CD) (BF) A ttfodand 5 & 13. 


RUNJUUIKD RUS T UM Ki Boy eaec (446 k 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Pleasure Trick (3.45) 

won bar on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: I Don't Think So (3.46) bre 
been aorn'JlO itdlei tyT Hind from lament, Deron. 


11 300362 GBMNE JOHN iqiPtfn 4811- 

12 QtUOOO- RWUMnUt(B7MCD)MBMRnMty8B6Jl 
Q 545606 KAWSKA n(CD)M Chapman 7 8 4„. 

14 136201 Pl£ASURETTB« (4) (CU) Dot EnMltOsa 533(684 

NreTHdarTB 



2JL5 


SKEGBY MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) 


£5,000 added 3VD lm 4f 


466006 APKUAIE(14}SRBDMtag90. 
460065 GOOD DAY (4) C TTotter 9 0 
633330- MARADI(141)MM90. 


46 EM ALDAF (IQ 0 OlfeB 9 0 
RSBAWrUsVAcorttySB 



-Mdocireed- 

BETTTNO: 5-1 RaretM Wailzac, Hr2 Cvtartso, B-l Kmuy Ifl, Hoyte CarV 
ten. 7-1 Itarec Trirt, 8-1 Boy; 10-1 Monk, ChadM# In, 

12-1 Raottai Join, No* On Tore, 16-1 Stm Tornado, 20-1 Tea Party, 
Rariorta, 33-1 Jntaofe The Mrer 


402- TRACKS OF MY TEARS (337) WGM Timer 8 9_TSpalre 3 
006 BKKKHAIIO NYMNI (UR 0 MuttySratflS 9D BMcOrire 2 
- 7 (tecksnd - 

BETIWB: 46 MaradL 11-2 Wnodterd Ifynph. 6-1 tracks Of Iff Tares, 
7-1 fined ttey. 20-1 ApteriMa, Khanty, SDrlSfr Afttat 


245 


NORMANTON CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS 
E) £4400 added lm Of 


RUFFORD SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4y400 added lm 

2100-11 SAMSI (14) (CO) M Ctetndv 5 9 4 IQi*a,2 

620060 AL1EZ CYRANO (ID) 0 OTtefl 68 12 PRabreti(5)7 

330663 DfflTHW»l{U)(CO|DOBpnai6B12Afhrtran3 

422000- RAO FHI (USA) (134) J FMre 6 8 12 !BrreMfl(B)5 

5143008 MAJOR BWSE fl4| (CO) W Hatyl 9 8 12 -Rlapphl 


041450 UNDWMWEH9CUBADIW (11) (Q M Hefty 5 812 — 

541340 am'^aBDChanniangBli KFMnal 


000053 NOHITBIH RAI4 (14) ftJ) N TmMer 5 8 12 JhHK HdfeoMi 4 

303332 SANDWOR DEMM (21) (CO} (BF) S R Snaring ID 6 12 

ADMy(5)B 


-7 


202300- AMST0P(284)(G)JLE)re5810. 

BUMS CRU Ms M (May 6 8 ID -ACiAa»3 

01U8 WORLD WHOUT 90 (14) M Sowsfoy B 8 1D_P Rreaay (3 7 B 
OOMO CULRAtt (302) T CaUwM 6 9 8 — _WR*ra4 


BEnaift 4-5 SaraL 10060 Desert tandar, 8-1 Northern Ran, Sad- 
noor Drerire, ID-1 AJtez Cyrano, Rag (tel. 20-1 Mafor Maoa 


600060 SHI'S QkffCEK(2D DmBiralrvtea* 82J(ktiTMMr SB 

I DONTTHofKSOT hand 68 1-- Orerre Moffott |3] 5 

006 DUICH CTOWE 148) G Ef^I 4 7 12 ADaty(8)2 

-Sdadand- 


TUXTORD HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3500 
added lm 4f 


1 004210- COMPASS POBfIGR (79) (C) j Eustace 4 911. 


IHWC: iwn B Mdo, 31 Arlsiap, SlttanflOM 10-llh 


12-1 WtaU Mttfaote End, Ctfnte, 20-1 Dortrib Oyartn, 33-1 nttera 


3.15 


MARKHAM MOOR HANDICAP (CLASS O 
£7500 added Gf 

SFOPreS BROW (B2) (D) G L Uaoe 5 9 12 -0 DrtWd 13 V 
CREWf CBT aq (CD) N LBtuBI 6 9 9-T R Mdaufffta 12 » 
(16)(D)KC4roMi5 9 9 WRyag V 

ID 


inrerer(3}B 

0-32223 MARlMtoSA) (18) (D) toF) GM Mocre 5 9 3 -DHoflaod 4 

61WM1 KAUIMXA|lfl)toO)ja]H’5ei3 N Day 1 

100G06 NOSUBIISSKM(U)to)DChapmanll811-ACrtare7B 


211064 ANOTHER QUARIBt (14) (CO) M Cfonnan 4 8 1 


300342- KWPI 
HOCUS CREH 
01001-2 BOU) 

096106- SA&J0nunEto3)BD)SR 
105-010 PRHASait City (CO) Utyan 6812 


506024 

7 210012 BmnaXZRffUtoEtm 

8 111650 MR FROSTY (17) (CO) W Jams 5 8 
" 300330 DAAWE (USA) (112) (CD) Ms V 


ID 00041-6 


ttounoffj 



JOB McCabe 3 

245021 CAROL AGANI (11) (CD) N Byotfll 56 7 (Safi I QtWai 12 


541JCS RAHDSI QUEST (IB) (Cl J L Eye 5 8 5-^S Brettay (7) 13 

000002 AHBCAN-PARD (11) D Hejdl JonesS 9 3 CRatfreS 

033130 nwiwimHanMtooiJiteiies7 7iijBrereaBu 

521004 RtKALACCUM (e to) Ctedcan 12 7 U)JMaGBnan2V 


11 061000- BMNAR (242) (CO) CBoofo 7 7 10. 


12 600500- BCftRACE (130) W ftlsbaurne 5 7 ID H_ 

13 60500-3 MHHBAHIY(35)KD| (BF) S HBowmg6 7 10 


JUtereKtyB 


11 012-405 CHAOVB1 HALL (9) tCS) S R BbH*tg6S3-JlDafy(6) 11 
dty (CD) P Emra 5 7 13 D«M043V 


14 


JFaatyBU 


12 411 325 HAUGHTY 

13 2LD623 BOU 


IQatnZR 


BH7)fl3(BF)Ktety5 7 10. 

MNMa ia aregc Tv 108l fine rianJcaii mefa: Baal flonria 1 7g Mb. 
BETTMB; 4-1 BOH Start. 6-1 Master Of Piadra, 134 BtraladgiL 7-1 BnM 

GBL124 


Rsnfar, Styles Bhm;B-1Dbm, U-l BnadMrt«BiaDty,Ci«lraGBL 121 ®rl, 14-1 Royal A 
SaAomalB, Mon Btt.NaBtotymBl, 14-1 QMmIIM, 20-1 IftFMy rarer, 33-1 othen 


aam NtffllHBfflCHABHHIWa^EAlaon 5 710_l Ra* (1)14 
_ 14 ^ochftd- 

MWnam we»ic Tttlto. The f&nrtap MffVi;tnKk7stSli.Raiaee?st 
TtaMr Mratafv ftf 7ft AMhan Oarmor TteTJb. 

ERMB: ft-aKMa n w ra , 5-1 ftf i k an Pwi L 6-1 RalaaeerQaa^ Canal A^fci, 
7*1 Mr Mntart)!, 8-1 MaRra, 10-1 OflptyiH Pointer, 124 Kfetareartyia 
GM, M-l RnyM AccWn, Anatter Qrarter, Ul No SrtreMoa. Ul In- 


RACING RESULTS 



five on a 
high for 
Paris 
Show 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


There will be no shortage of 
confidence among the top five 
British riders when they com- 
pete in the Paris Horae Show, 
which begins today at the Palais 
Omnisports de Bercy. 

Four of them - John and 
Michael Whitaker. Geoff Billing- 
ton and Robert Smith - filled (he 
top four places in the Volvo 
World Cup qualifier at Bologna 
on Sunday. Nick Skelton, who 
missed the Italian show, was 
r unner -up in die Bordeaux qual- 
ifier the previous weekend when 
beaten by just 0-QSsec. 

The Whitaker brothers have 
already qualified for the World 
Cup final, which will be held in 
Gothenburg from 30 April to 4 
May. SmiLfa, Billington and 
Skelton will be hoping to make 
their places secure in the Paris 
qualifier on Sunday. If they all 
get through, Britain will have 
the biggest contingent of final- 
ists since 1991 when John 
Whitaker won on Milton. 

Smith bad not given the final 
much thought until gaining 20 
qualifying points with his victory 
at Olympia in December on 
Tees Hanauer. The 35-ycar- 
old son of Harvey Smith now 
needs about six further points, 
which he would collect for fin- 
ishing 11th or higher in Ffiris. 

Smith will probably rely on 
lees Hanauer, now 17. on Sun- 
day. He is anxious to avoid 
putting pressure on Big Time, 
another of his mounts for Paris, 
but the eight-year-old dark bay 
stallion looks a.wonderfully ex- 


WETHERBY 

2JHk 1. GODS SQUAD (R Supple' 4-1; 
2. Good Vta 4-5 fav; 3. Banker Count 

33-1. Una. 1%. 9. U Mattel. Tain: SSjEO: 
C1.2Q. £1.30, £10.70. Qua! Forecast: 
£5.10. Comoutef SHagil fiirecail: £3.08. 
TOO: £71.10. 

2^0: 1. RNER UNSHNM iPCtabenyi 4-U 
tar; 2. Tlco OoM 5-2; 3. Meat 30- 1. 3 ran. 
13. cm. u h jonmoni. Tots: £1.40. DF- 
£L80. CSF; £1.52. 

3.20; T_ YOUNG KENNY (RSuupfe) 13-8; 

2- Smart Aftproadi 8-1; 9> MMHrery Acad- 

wnr 11-10 Ov. 7 ran. 16. nk. (P Beauifont). 
Trttt 12.40; £L10. £2 JO. DF: £9-50. CSF: 
£13.49. 

_ + FOUIWALTDWER IA DCttW)&5 

fov: z Ra gal Bom p re 2-1: 3. Groan Can- 
"wll-: 3 irei. 6, 13, (H Nnon). Tbtn: £2.10 
DF: £1.IQ. CSF. £3J7. 

4-2 C. l COVEROALE LANE (Rcftard 
S«.D3liitav;ZOoHBeran8-l;3.Gar. 

Boy 12-L 9 ran. 3- 1 ft tar CTAiUay Sbmi 
i ’ i tL (Mr S Smfot. Tate: £4.90; 


£150. £1-20. £4-90, DF. £12.00. CSF; 
£3L04. Tncnsc £23035. Trio: £136.70. 

4JUh L WTO THE WEST ffoctKrt Okso 
U l Z Endrenfred CMtaga 11-fi tar: 3. 
Basaertatyo-l 7 on. 4. rSsL ftteS Smifo). 
Tola: £520: £2.40. £X10. DF: £?m CSF: 
£1331. Incase £82 J4. Tna £19.70, NRs: 
Eternal City, Ateck Trial, 
ftaeepot £32.70. Qvadpoe £15,00. 
Place ft £27-50. Plan ft £19.28. 


HUNTINGDON 

2.00: L MELLOW MASTER IR FsnanU 
20-1: 2. Katenin Tam 12 -1: 3. BatltaaMp 
Bruce 11-2. IS ran. 13*1avBeaaS«taia 
(puOedupi. Iff*. IV*. IN Wafter. Kteestun LrsAe) . 
Tola: £3&90; £8.30. £3.10. L2.3a DF: 
£157.80. CSF: £214J5.Tno- Nor won. NR: 
Davdroaro B8l*ver. 

130: 1 . MR BOSTON (UrS Surtoi S-U 
tan 2. QrererGM Gueat ll-H 3. Cofoatel Kel- 
ly 12-L 8 no. 5. 12- (Mrs M Rnetey- Sett- 
bum!. Tola: £1-60-. £1.30, £3.10. £1.70. 
DF.-V3.IQ. CSF: £10.08. 


34Xk 1 CAttBOO GOLD (J OstartO Dfr H 
tar: 2. BahMa Baron 14-1: 3. Bttrar 
Mori nte w 7-1. 7 ran. 3. IV*. (K Bailey, Up- 
per Lamooumi. Tote: LLSKr. LI. SO, £4.40. 
DF: £10.40. CSF: £13.24. 

330: 1. FUriNfi tMMER tfl Massey) eos 
tar. Z Baum MU tad 25- L 3. Satcottao 
7-2. 15 ran. HO. 3 ! .\. ID Nn+ioteori, Tampta 
Gunne). TOCK £2.10: £150, £S.0a £1.40. 
DF. £29.50. CSF: £38.10. Tro: £39-30. 

4.00: 1. THNBN iN WUiamson) &-5: 2. 
H» tareta r-L 3. Ariter Mole 11-10 tar. 
B ran. 1\\ cfisL (T Forster, Doomtuti. Tots: 
£150: £140. £1.70. DF: £8.90. CSF- 
£B.7a 

4J0: 1, NTOfMBaJP iMr P Haw® 7-2 
co far. 2. Ask Antony 7-2 co far. 3. Broad 
Steane 7-2 co tar. 13 ran. i-/>. 15 IM 
Roberts. Haristamt. TabK £4.00: £2.50. 
£150, £150. DF: £9.B0. CSF: £1251. Tna 
£5.60. NR: Aroann Lty. Sant Bmt 

550: 1. RQ> LIGHTER IJ Osborne) 12-L 
2. Ehtefteal 9 2: 3. Titty 9-L U ran. 4-1 
fov Ofickrniwer <4fol. 6. 3V.. (J Old, 
WroujfotoCD. Tote: £20.70: £3.30. £150, 


£3 JO. DF: £2950. CSF: £64.84. Tncasft 
£482 33. Tna £180.90. Mb UrttSKM, Wist 
jm Wants. 

PlBcepot £67.60. Q ua dpo C £4.90. 

Place ft £36.52. Pteen ft £6.78. 


LUDLOW 

2J0:l.GREOi GREEN DESBRTiDBnfig- 
watfif) 9 1; 2. High in nte fowds 6-5 fov: 
3. Fasfl 33 1. IS ran. 3 Vj, Eftt-tid. (0 Slter- 
vnod. Unper Lamboun). Tote: £9.70; £2», 
£140. £1150. PF: £930. CSF: £18-34. Tb* 
£182.90. 

2^1.TCUJCWRWUCr*ty111-atar: 
2 .CboI»HB 1 7-4:3. taMhi3-l.Una. Nh. 
13. |W*3C H knujft. Wanta^l. Tatre £240: 
£1-10. £1.50, £1.40. Of; £3.10. CSF: 
£3.94. Trio: £ 2 . 00 . 

340; L RECTORY GARDEN (AThorrann) 
11 8 tar; 2. Romany Creak 5-2; 3. Dont 
TeBTboWHn 16 - 1 . 6 ran. IV.. 7. ff Fcretw. 
Oomroto. Totes £2.10; £LS0. £2J20. DF: 
£3 30 CSF: £452. 

3-40: 1. JACKSON FUNT IX AftpunG 


13-2: z Operatto 13-2: 3. Rrct Crack 7-L 
15 ran. 5-1 ji fee Deset Fbroo. Mn Madrid 
2 Vj, 3. n ThonBOfi Jones, Upper Lam- 
bourn). Tate: £9.00: 1340. £2.40, £130. 
DF: £52. 70. CSP. £44.82, THteSt £29171 
TAu £10220. 

440:1 CAPE COTTMSWr A Ph^ 7-2: 
2.F0K Pabitar 5-2: 3. Incti MaM ID-lltov. 
8 ran. 3, V«- (D Caro. Malmesbury). Ton: 
£530: £1.10. £160, £110. DF: aL80. 
CSF: £1233. 

4-40; L KMO U R Kavanaeb) 5-2: 2. 
Charolfte Chief 2-1 tan 3. Eonak 7-2. 17 
ran. lVi, 24. (Mrs V Ward. Grantham). Tote: 
£3.20; £14 a £170. £130. DF: £430. CSF: 
£7.75. fyfo: £5.90. NR Scene Wfllera. 

ftlttl BENVENUTO (5 McNeil) 9-2; 2. 
Qoori tart Mwpfay 8-1 3. Es Go 100-30. 
IB ran. U-8 tar Ask In Time. ID. 'h. [K Bar- 
ley, Upper Lambount), Tote: £5.90: £2.00. 
£3^10, £230. DF: £58.40. CSF: £4135. Tna 
£13.60. 

Jaetedt £33307-50. 

Ftonpoe £560. Quadpoft f^^O. 
Ftaanffc £4.70. Place W^fil 


UN6P1BJ> 

2J5: 1AS4S (KSkad) 5-2:2. State Of 
CoM 11-4; 3. Naan More 20-3- 6 ran. 15-8 
tai Leg Beforum (AfiL 2. 5. |M Jofraonj. 
Tote: £290’, £130, £140. DF: t3.00.CSF: 
£9D5- 

Z5E; 1_ HAMSfiY HOPE (K FaAon) 10-1; 
1 Lord Sky 11-2:3. Or Taster 13-2 . 1 latk 
U-4 tar BoncWa Gang* (4fo). IV*. Sht-hd. 
1C Faimurst, j. MR £1260; £140, £180. 
DF: £15 JX). CSF: £55.20. 

83ft 1 BARBASON (Ctety MOffo) ll-2i 
2. Drerete 7 -4 tafl ft MlttfoA COrtfiasa & 1 
8 ran. IV*. nk. (G L Moore), Tote: i'7.00; 
£2-00. £150, £2.10 DF: £7.00, CSF: 
11453. TricaK £7231 Trio; £2750. NR; 
I stand Pnnea. 

3£5c 1 RUMWG STAG (A CbM 8-11 
ta 4 2. Amred Area Mias lfi-1; 3. Solar 
Daren 14-1. a ran. 7. 2 (P Mteheto. Tote: 
£140; £1.10. £3.10. DF: £SJ0. CSF: 
£15-32. 

4Jfc 1 SdOJAHA (S Drowns) 9-4 ta* 
2. H0> Flro U-fc 9. Martbka^ywkiaa 


citing prospect for the future. 
Britain’s reliance on older 


horses may at last be coming to 
an end. Virtual Village It's 
Ouo, with whom Billingion fin- 
ished sixth in last year's 
Olympics, is still only II; Skel- 
ton has a splendid partner in 10- 
y ear-old Zalza and Michael 
Whitaker’s nine-year-old Ash- 
ley has shown impressive form. 

These horses will all be in ac- 
tion in Paris, along with the 
chunky 10-year-old Barry Bug 
who is seen as a possible re- 
placement for John Whitakers 
elderly stars, Grannuseh and 
Welharo. 

Bug. who used to be ridden by 
Whitakers 16-year-old daughter 
Louise, still has plenty to prove. 
- but he has made headway in 
the right direction, finishing 
third in competitive classes in 
both Bordeaux and Bologna. 
Whitaker is, however, expected 
to ride the more experienced 17- 
year-old Welham on Sunday. 



4-L6IM.1.8. [RMRomrt. Tote: £3.00; 
St-30, £2.60. DF: £7.90. CSF! £13.50. Nffc 

Lort EUangm»wt. 

4JSS: 1. EASTLEIGH U Quml 1&-1: 2. 
Bafisbot 11-4; 3. TMtente M fav. B ran. 
4, 3y& (R HolBrsHoatn. Tote: £12.70; 
£3.20. £1.10. £2.5a DF; £13.40. CSF: 
£55^)8. Trtasc £127^7. Tria £23.10. Nft 
AmnesiyBay. 

PtBcetefa £9350. Quadpot: £&M. 

Pbca ft £95.08 . Ftaca B: £36.79. 


SATURDAY 1: BEAUFORT at DkfcnrebXV CHD- 
OINGFDLD. LTIELD & COWDRAy at Pinfiam. 
EAST DEVON « Cfynt St Mary. EAST ESSEX 
at Malta Toy. FLINT A DENBIGH a Eaton 
Hal. TYNEDALE at Cartridge. 

SUNDAY 2S BURTON at Market Rason. 
SOUTH DURHAM ot Crete SteMm. SOUTH 
HEREFOffi) at Qrenom. SOUTH MIDLANDS 
AREA at MoBngtan. 

SATURDAY ft AVON VALE at Barinay Caa- 
tto. BRECON & TALYBONT at Uanfrynach. 
CUMBOttAND FARMERS at Dafoton. DER- 
WENT at Charm PafK NORTH LEDBURY at 
U)rtoi>«D-S«vero, NORTH NORFOLK at Htyfo- 
aro, OAKLEY at Noreton BrorntMoM. SOUTH 

CORNWALL a: Great Trathear, SOUTH EAST 
HINTS CLUB at Crerine, TANATSIDE at Ey- 
ton-an-Sevem 

SUM1AY 9: BLANKNEY at Souttwrell, STAFF 
COUEGE & RMA DRAG at IVmsakfawii. 
SATURDAY Lft DUNSTON at Ampton. HOLD- 
ERNESS at Dalton Pam. NEW FOREST 
BUCKHOUNDS at LartNB. QUANTOCK at 
Cothabtone WESTERN at WatfebrKice. 
SIttDAY 1ft CARMARTHENSHIRE at Eire Lon, 
COTTESMORE at Cacthorpa. DART VALE 8 
HALDON mattery St May, EGUNTONatta- 
wrtjROSS HARRIERS at Cantons. WEST 
STREET/T1CKHAM at DetUng. 

SATURDAY 22: CAMBRIDGESHIRE a Hone- 
tea®. CRAWLEY & HORSHAM at Pattern. 
DUKE OF BUCOEUCH'S at RWt Hrerrtu 
HURWOBTH at Hutton Ruttty, LAMERTONat 
wtwrfty, LLangibby at Havrieh. WEN Dip 
FARMERS m Castle Of Corefort. ALE OF THE 
WHITE HORSE a SUIneton. WILTON at Bad 
bury Ringi. 

SUNDAY 23: MID DEVON at Cfyst St Mary 
SD WW WYNN'S a Eaton Hal. SOUTH WOU) 
at BnxMesOy Park. 

SATURDAY 2S-. ASHFORD VALLEY at Char- 
Ini. CATnsnCK at Ltttte Windsor CL£VE- 

lANDatStelntei.CljFrcxY-ON-TEMEailJBMr 

Sapey, ESSEX at High Easter, MON- 
a. tarereaptey, 

ORDSHIRE at Sanrion. PERCY at Atewtck. 
®OONERS & WEST DARTMOOR aiChem^ 

brotA, TEDWORTH at Baibury CasUe UNIT- 
Bn*- VALE OF AYLE3BUfflf 
rtWnWn. VALE OF UJNE at Whtalngtoa 
WOODLAND PYTCHLEY at 
MONDAY 31: EAST KENT 3t AJdln-tor, 
E gG gFOHD at BtetM^Ueta,. 

m C tiSni M| l ?!! i? BURROW 

ai Wtadabrtdge. MORPETH at TYaiteen 

WFmi COTSWOLD ai Paxforri. OLD BERK- 

NOTTINGHAM. 

SH WE B1 Tb qrpe. SOUTH PEMBROKESHita 
at Lyrtetop. SOUTH SHROPSHIP£ n Pyw. 
W»- Severn, SOUTHDOWN £ ehidgesi 

SSREWVsJs 

& CRAVEN at V,NE 


■ Brett Doyie. aboard Lbe Dhiuba 
Sc Ivaratnam- trained Tropicool. 
made all to win the Sheikh Mataoum 
bin Rashid AJ Maktoum Challenge 
in record time at Nad Al Sheba, 
Dubai yesterday. The Saeed bin 
Suroor-irained Tunayaz, ridden by 
Frankie Dettori, finished second, 
with the Jason Weaver-ridden, Mark 
Johnston-trained Gothentfrrg third. 
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sport 




The romance, the violence, Le Crunch 




If the build-up to an England-Scotland match is “jar- 
ring", to quote Jack Rowell, and preparations for Ireland 
leave the players wondering whether they will still be in 
possession of all four limbs come Saturday night, where 
does that leave the annual set-to with the French? 

Off the scale, that's where; 

Soaked In history and romance it may 
be, but the Five Nations’ Championship still remains 
secondary in importance to its component parts. 
Each individual encounter generates and thrives within 


its own unique atmosphere and Le Crunch, as 
this particular match always seems to be labelled 
these days, is way out there on its own. 
it took France 17 attempts to register their first 
victory over the English and when it finally came ‘ 
to pass in Pare exactly 70 years ago, the 3-0 
scoreline was more prosaic than poetic. 

Since then, the pendulum of superiority has swung 
back and forth with compelling unpredictability, 
'fet the cataclysmic nature of the fixture has . 


become Hilly apparent only in ^etetquarter^g 
a century, from the final match at Stsade 

when the French chalked up a reOTdvictory 
over Les Rosbrfe, through the unforgiving 
rSL of the 

English dominance of the an 

into the new age of mp^and tuck. 

Chris Hewett recalls 25 years of epic ^nfrontation 
through the eyes of some of its most 
celebrated combatants. 




Jean-Ctaude Skrela, now the French coach, comes tinder Engfh J- pressure 

English pride humbled by tunnel vision 

tremely interesting because the players 
themselves had made a conscious decision 
to play totally spectacular running rugby, 
everything was based on attack, on run- 
ning the tall and keeping it in die hand. 
Neither team could win the champi- 
onship, so there was no pressure on us to 
get a result. We felt free to try to produce 


France 

England 

Stade Colombes, 
26 February 1972 


37 

12 


Pierre VUlepreux fondly describes it as “u/i 
rugby de revt", the rugby of dreams, and 
the Englishmen who suffered untold 
nightmares at the hands of Walter 
Spangheros exquisite French side left Pars 
in the fervent hope that they would nev- 
er again be subjected to such torture on 
the field of Colombes. They were grant- 
ed that much, for this was the last in- 
ternational played at the famous old 
stadium, but there was no forgetting the 
extent of the humiliation. 

France scored six tries in what remains 
their most emphatic victory over England 
and at the time, the indignity seemed even 
more wretched than it does today. Never 
had England conceded so many points in 
a lull international and only once had they 
lost by such a margin -and that had been 
67 years earlier in 1905. It is little won- 
der that VUlepreux, the French full-back, 
recalls the occasion with a smile. 

“On the psychological level it was ex- 

Blanco finds genius 
beaten by the boot 


the rugby of which we were capable. 

“I clearly remember the ex pr e s si on we 
used before mailing on to the field: ‘We 
attack from the tunnel’. There was a tun- 
nel at Colombes and you emerged from 
behind the dead-ball line at one end. That 
was our image for the day and it was a 
game in which the result was less impor- 
tant than the way we played. 

“Jo Maso, Jean-Claude Skrela, Max Bar- 
rau and Writer all bad the same concep- 
tion: quality, not quantity. As it happened, 
we won well, but it could have gone ter- 
ribly wrong. It was just that we didn't want 
to leave the field saying to ourselves: ‘We 
didn’t dare’.'* 

Scorers: prance: Tries B Duprat 2, J-P BJernauret, J-P Lux. 
J Satires, W Spmtfwa; cumaioas P VHepreut 5; M- 
ty PVMepreux. 

Basse; ConvmJnAOU;«BmttfMAOid 

2 -' - ■ 


Tight five 
hit the 
right spot 

France 13 

England 17 

Parc das Princes, 

2 February 1980 • 

Six victories over 
France in two decades 
and barely a sniff of 
success in Paris since 
1964. When Bill Beau- 
mont’s strong, single- 
minded but scarcely 
tested side pitched up at 
the Fare for the second 
match in what would 
turn out to be a Grand 
Slam campaign, few 
outside the confines of 
the England d ressin g* 
room were able to see 
any further than the 
then traditional home 
victory, even though the 
THcofores had gone un- 
der in Cardiff a fort- 
night previously. 

Peter Wheeler knew 
better. The England 
hooker, 18 caps into a 
magnificent international career, suspect- 
ed that, not for the first time and certain- 
ly not for foe last, the French had got it 
wrong in selection. “I can remember think- 
ing that they’d done the usual, by which 1 
mean that they'd reacted to a defeat by tin- 
kering around positionally and weakened 
themselves in the process. And when we 
saw foe teamsheet the evidence was there. 
There was all sons of nonsense going on.” 
Indeed. The Fhench selectors moved 
Alain Maleig from No 8, where he had 
played at the Arms Park, into the second 
row. There were debutants in every row of 
the scrummage as well as at full-back and 
the English tight five took full advantage, 
setting up tries for John Carieton and Nick 
Preston and two drop goal opportunities for 
John Horton. 




^"s^Sd^eth^OTtt^ted from seif-eentroj in the ruck 

Sweet taste of success for Chilcott 


England 

France 

Twickenham, 

4 March 1989 


11 

0 


Bfli Beaumont (right) in accord with Jean -Pierre Rives 


“The whole game plan was based 
around our pack which, I have to say, was 
forty mature. We had some outstanding 
forwards, most of whom had been around 
for years but. because our own selection 
had not been too bright, had not been giv- 
en the opportunity of playing together," 
Wheeler recalls. 

“It was a bard game: Philippe Dintrans, 
one of the best bookers I ever confronted, 
was brought in for the afternoon and that 
certainly made life awkward. But Bill had 
grown into the captaincy and was a superb 
motivator by then and our control was spot 
on." 

Sc on m Franco Was J-L Annus, J-P Rives; Cwnfaa 
A Caussade; Penrity ACeussacfs. 

En0an* Was J Carieton. N Preswre PtnftyW Kn; Drop 
gorfsJ Horton 2. .... . . 


Gareth ChficoU was always blessed with 
a graphic turn of phrase - it matched his 
approach to foe game -so perhaps it is best 
to let Bath's folk-hero prop tell the story. 

“At that time, the French had the 
thumbprint on us. We would go to Paris 
on a nice spring day, Blanco would fancy 
it end of story. But things were beginning 
to look up; the two previous encounters 
had been dose-run tiling and we felt that 
if we could really apply ourselves up 
front show concrete discipline - not easy 
for one or two of us. I'll grant you - and 
control the ball, we could take them. 

“Sure enough, the French forwards 
showed signs of frustration pretty early and 
started dishing it out. There was all sorts 

S on but we soaked it up, got a lucky 
in the first half when Will Carling 
caught tbeir defence flat-footed after a 
threequarter move of ours went wrong and 


Andv Robinson tied it up late when wc 
stuck it up our jumpers and worked him 
over from close range. What pleased me 
more than anything, though, was that wc 
shut them out. kept them pointless. 

“We scrummaged really well that day 
and rocked them back all afternoon. 1 was 
up against Pascal Ondarts. who had a rot 
of the nitty-gritty about him. while on the 
other side’it was Paul Rendal) against Por- 
tolan. They’d left out Garnet, a real hard 
case, because tliey thought Port clan could 
do more around the field but as soon as 
they started struggling in the tight- IVrtofan 
discovered a sudden injury and Garnet 
came trundling on. Paul was fairly de- 
pressed about that. 

“There was plenty happening at every 
ruck. maul, line-out and scrum: in those 
days, you couldn't depend on the touch 
judges intervening or umpteen different 
camera angles m warn off the hit men. They 
bad me down as a volatile player - right- 
ly so. f suppose -but 1 was determined not 
to retaliate. How did I feel at the end*.* 
Tired, but incredibly satisfied." 

Scorerx England: Ttto» vv Carting, J> RoBnscrt Pwmj R Arrtfl*. 


England 

France 

Twickenham, 

16 March 1991 


21 

19 


Whisper it quietly and do not, on any ac- 
count, let this slip to Brian Moore. The 
Grand Slam shoot-out of 1991 may have 
been an English triumph, a day when Rob 
and Rory and Teaguey and Deano and the 
Pitbull himself erased foe memory of the 
Slaw Walk at Murrayfield and brought 
home the bacon, but it was something else 
too. It was a day when anyone with a heart 
felt sorry for the French. Yes, sorry. 

Go on, admit it. They' were desperate- 
ly hard done by. 1 n spired gloriously from 
foe back by foe great Serge Blanco on his 
last visit to Twickenham, the visitors 
outscored England by three tries to one 
and would, under today's scoring values, 
have snatched a draw and. on points dif- 
ference. foe championship as welL 

Besides, Philippe Saint-Andre’s try - The Try -was worthy of 
waning any championship you care to name. “I think it just 
summed up the French attitude on foe day," says Blanco, who 
generated foe whole wonderful thing from beneath his own posts. 
“We knew that for several seasons England had developed into 
a more and more dangerous side, that they were strong defen- 
sively and that there was no point in trying to challenge them 
purely on the physical leveL Instead of trying to batter down the 
wall we decided to run round them. 

“England missed a penalty attempt. Pierre Berbizier fielded 
foe bau behind foe goal-line' and I called for it. I made as if to 
touch down but saw that foe English hadn't followed up foe lock, 
so I look off." LafoncL, Sella and Camherabero all worked foe 



Serge Blanco slips away from the clutches of Mike league 


right touchline and when Saint-Andre gathered a delicate cross- 
chip to score at foe posts, the whole of Twickenham knew they 
had seen genius made flesh. 

“The fact that it was my last game at Twickenham, never crossed 
my mind, even when I ran out," Blanco says. “People were pre- 
dicting that the English would eat us alive, so I was more con- 
cerned with proving foe contrary. We had a deep-seated 
conviction that we would remain true to our intuition." But for 
Simon Hodgkinson's kicking, that intuition would have proved 
very sound indeed. 

Scorers: England; Try R Underwood; Convention s HodgMnaom P e ntfM a t S Hodgansori 
4: Drop goal R MXunt. 

Franc e : ntes P Saint-Andre, D Csmbeiatem, F Mesnet; Conversions 0 Camberaboo Z, 
Peoaltj 0 Cambeobwo. 


Heslop draws the 
tire of France 

France 

England 

Parc des Princes, 

19 October 1991 


“Fiery,” says Paul Ackford, five and a half 
years on. “Very fiery." And in truth, foe 
World Cup quarter-final collision between 
two nations almost perfectly matched in all 
but attitude was as blood-curdling as rug- 
by gets. 

The violent images are branded on the 
memory: foe early targeting of Serge Blan- 
ca the excesses of Eric Champ, Nigel Hes- 
lop’s late tackle on Blanco and summary 
justice dispensed in a flurry of fists. But what 
a match, all the same. Perhaps the finest 
England performance in 20 years was 
forced from them by foe brillianoe erf the 
French, a heady brew of iron discipline and 
commitment overcoming all manner of tem- 
peramental extravagance. 

“We were incredibly wound up for that 
game, but the crucial thing for me was that we were able to keep 
the lid on the passions we all felt." says Ackford, whose com- 
mand of foe line-out in foe final quarter was at the very heart 
of En ----- 
was 

in a white shirt over-reacted and that indicated to me foal we 
could cope, with Irving on the edge. 

“The French could be incredibly physical, so fear was a big 
motivating factor. The fact that this one was a World Cup quar- 
ter-final just added something extra to the atmosphere in foe 
dressing-room because we knew that if we lost, wc were oul No 
one remembers losers, so it was now or never. The tension was 
extraordinary. 



The wing Nigel Heslop (centre) found himself in the thick of the action 

“My line-out performance may have looked good, but the 
French had a strange habit of throwing in a no-hoper. or a non- 



ig. ti 

After that same, foe New Zealand referee David Bishop was 
manhandled by Daniel Dubroca, the French coach. Somehow 
»t was of a piece with what bad gone before. As thev probably 
say somewhere in Paris, pure frenzy takes a while to' die down. 

ScofW-r. Francs: Try Uftjno: Penattim 7 lacrce* 2. 

Ebgamfc frtea R Uxterwood, W Carting Coovsratan j Webb ; Penalties j \\voe 3 

\ Additional reporting; lan Bonhwick ~ 

Photog ra phy AP/WWttspar 


Henman set to slip down rankings after Korda gains revenge 


Tennis 


Tim Henman. Britain's No 1, was 
comprehensively beaten 6-4. 64 
by the Czech left-hander Petr 
Korda in the second round of foe 
Italian Indoor Championships in 
Milan yesterday. 

The score suggests a reason- 
ably close contest but Korda 
dominated play from start to fin- 
ish and the world No 14 could 
have no complaints. 


Korda, who was ranked as 
high as No 5 in the world four 
years ago, returned Henman's 
first serve superbly and when it 
came to baseline rallies the 29- 
year-old Czech almost invari- 
ably came out on top. 

What made Henman's defeat 
more frustrating was the fact 
that he hit far more first serves 
into court than his rival and also 
struck 10 aces to Korda’s six. 

But the wily Czech, now 
ranked 29. showed outstanding 


anticipation when receiving and 
although his serve was not so 
quick as Henman he dropped 
only 14 points in his 10 service 
games. 

Henman was under real pres- 
sure from the fifth game where 
he saved two break points with 
service winners ro hold on to a 
3-2 lead, but that was the last 
time he led in the match. 

Korda had four more break 
points in the seventh game and 
eventually broke through to go 


to 4-3 after Henman served his 
fust double-fault of foe match. 

That one break was enough 
to give Korda the first set in 34 
minutes and. with his confidence 
high, Korda continued to make 
Henman struggle. 

Henman saved another 
break point in the third game 
of the second set but dropped 
his service for the second time 
to trail 2-3. That break again 
proved enough although there 
was still some drama to come. 


Trailing 3-5. Henman saved 
a match point with his 10th ace 
and hung on to his service af- 
ter six deuces. Then he had his 
first break point in the follow- 
ing game at 30-40, only for Ko- 
rda to take the next three points 
for victory. 

_ The victory was revenge for 
Korda who lost to Henman in 
their only previous meeting, in 
foe 1996 Australian Open. Hen- 
man, then very much the un- 
derdog, won 5-7, 7-6, 6-3, 6-2. 


Henman looks certain to 
lose a few ranking places in the 
next two weeks following this 
defeat as weD as foe fact that he 
is not playing in the Rotterdam 
tournament next week, where 
he reached the semi-finals last 
year. 

Korda’s opponent in the 
quarter-finals wfll be foe Czeeh- 
born German David PrinosiL 
who had a surprise 6*7. 6-2, 
6-3 over Mark Philippe us.s is of 
Australia. 


Devils stand by Hope 


Ice hockey 


Cardiff Devils will back their 
captain. Shannon Hope, when 
he contests a grievous bodily 
hami charge resulting from an 
incident on the ice. 

The Great Britain captain 
and defenceman will appear in 
Sheffield Magistrates Court on 
2 April over a challenge which 
left the Sheffield Steelers' Ca- 
nadian forward, Jamie Leach. 


in hospital with a double 
fore of the cheekbone. 

The incident occurred di 
the Supcrieague match beti 
the country's lop two tear 
Sheffield on Boxing Dav. 

Leach was the club s lea 
scorer m the time and as , 
suit of his injury, he miss 
crucial pn of Sheffield's 
successful attempt tit bci 
Welsh side to the Supcrfe 
title. The Canadian is purs 

a avfl action for damages 



We’re offering the widest spread of bets on the Five Nations championship 

For the widest spread of bets available anywhere on of the firs! drop goal. You can bet on just about ! * * ^ Oil 


the Five Nations championship, why not touch down anything, even after the matches have started. Hov/s | me 9YY ' 

with Qty Index? that for flexibility? j Name . 
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sport 


Double-edged sword of football's hi-tech revolution 


It was Spain's coach, Javier 
Clemente, who spoke out last 
autumn against using technol- 
ogy to prevent referees from 
making mistakes. “Arguments 
would end if football did that,” 
he said, “and without argu- 
ments football will die.” Such 
logic may be lost on Martin 
O'Neill right now. 

After his side lost an FA Cup 
replay at Chelsea late in extra 
time on Wednesday, the Leices- 
ter City manager could not 
conceal his outrage. The only 
goal came from a penalty after 
the referee. Mike Reed, ruled 
that Matt Elliott bad fouled Er- 
land Johnsen, although televi- 
sion replays showed that the 
defender made no contact. 

The incident generated a 
flurry of suggestions yesterday 
about hi-tcch back-up for match 
officials. They ranged from the 
sensible - the machines used in 
tennis to indicate whether the 
ball cover the line - to the pseu- 
do sci-fi - the electronic tugging 
of players, (ike delinquents, to 


determine relative positions m 
offside decisions. 

Among rhe more plausible 
concepts given fresh cunency by 
the controversy was that of an 
additional referee, stationed in 
front of a TV monitor. The 
game's world governing body, 
Frfa, has sanctioned a match be- 
tween France and Sweden next 
month in which the referee wfll 
be able to study replays on a 
screen at the side of the pitch. 

If the technology is available, 
runs that strand of opinion 
which views gadgetry as a 
metaphor for progress, it is 
wrong not to exploit ft. Espe- 
cially when, as happened at 
Stamford Bridge, the human 
eve has been deceived. 

After all, other sports have 
benefited from the use of action 
replays and the freeze-frame fa- 
cility. The photo finish is well es- 
tablished in horse racing, 
swimming and athletics. Test 
cricket has introduced a third 
umpire to arbitrate on run- 
outs and stumpings. Moreover, 


A penalty that TV evidence showed to be unjust ended Leicester's FA Cup dream - 
but, asks Phn Shaw, is a fourth official watching video replays the right solution? 


football already uses video ev- 
idence, with referees often in- 
vited to re-examine an incident 
leading to a caution or sending- 
off. If they admit they were 
wrong, the offence is expunged 
from the record. 

Thera is, however, a vast dif- 


ference between a referee tak- 
ing a second look over tea and 
biscuits at Lancaster Gate and 
the kind of instant decision- 
making process that might have 
prevented Leicester's exit Part 
of football's universal appeal is 
its fast, physical and totally un- 


predictable nature. In the words 
of Graham Kelly, the FAs chief 
executive, it is a “flukP span 
compared with cricket and ten- 
nis, which he sees as “static”. 

Rather than relieving the 
strain on the referee, a “third 
eye” could actually increase ft. 


To take an example from the fi- 
nal of Euro 96, the Czech Re- 
public's goal against Germany 
came from a penalty after 

Matthias Sammerwas deemed 
to have felled Karel Poboraky. 
fr theory, having decided unfair 
contact had been made, the 


Judgement day: Shoukf the game adopt new techndqgy? 


■ Penalties are difficult. it is the ref- 
area’s opinion tftttctfjnts. He has to 
deckle: "Vitas it a fad, wasn't it a foutr 
The question of fouls b the most dtf- 
finJt area. The othais are oom p aa & dy 
simpte. We are tsBdng aboutsxk mar- 
ket flotations, a lot oT money involved, 
hut wil It be used on Hackney Mash- 
es on a Sunday afternoon and wiH it 
be tootbai? Wfe are sfflt In the mttfe 
of the waking parly at the moment and, 
as someone who has trouble setting . 
their video recorder could testify, iris 
a little bit of a complex situation. On- 
ham Kely, football Association chief 
Mcutive, on die prospect of usng tech- 
nological aids to assst referees* ded- 


■I think it’s inevitable that there wfl 
be dlscuasions about whether ’tech- 
nology can be used to ensure referees 
matetftettttt daemons, butttwflfee 
a question of degae. ’fedinakigy could 
be used id decide whether the bsO tes 
crossed toe fine but. In the case of eey 
areas such as contact between play- 
ers and handball decistors, ttwtt sure- 
ly be impossibte to have anyone other 
than the referee making on-the-spot " 
decisions, if it's going to lake three or 
four minutes for a fourth official study- • 
a^tburor five dfSaent camera enges 
era video, that wotid cause more prob- 
lems than itaofeesu Barton teylor, Pro- 
fessional RmMwf As so c ia ti on chttf 
executive. 


■ tf we use the cameras - id step the 
i^mes after ewry faefeent-jw* would - 
never finish the maWvSepp Wetter,", 
fife asrerel secretary. _■ 
■tfwabrtsfourtoofflctttothastand- 
bc&ng eta video, we couHseegsmes 
being heM up far several n<nutes. That 
vroted mate a noneanadof the &tne 
and k wduU dearly be rtpmcdceL Jobe . 

Camktn, laaBJeMansiera'' Associa- 
tion secretary. - - 

■ We are not adverse to new tech-' 
nofe& W® would hewtotookat it. but 
it would hare m benefit me cane In 
aneral. What we ail hare to remem- 
ber is that foatbafi has always been a 
- oortmertal 9 Rie.SaifwehneaQM 

eye in the stend, here long a re the owed 


arti payee gxngfflbe prepared to wart 
before* decision comes bade to the 


Ml you need to enare that deewon 
isat»ofatefrh^rt?* , Sa«Snd»*i,.Ftef- 
erees' Association genera] secretary: 
■ The key is to improve both corn 
- munfcaons end Womiaion ibtheieF 

6ree and ulfe na t e lywfrwould want tp 
record, the posit|Qn;ofpi8yers and the 
bag at «rer)Ttfren. r momeitt: Wah 
Camerasftte tfifffcuIttD cover o«y an- 
gle, whktr Is why! would«u®sstra- 
dtoltnte arte tee efedranictaggngaf 
plareis- Pro tea s o r Tfeaat Afenson, 
,'UWrerstty tf Manchester's JnstiWtetf 
Saence end HsChndo© Xrommta- 
stoned by the FA)- - 


referee might have asked his 
colleague in the stand to check 
whether or not the challenge 
was inside the box. 

If the answer were “yes", that 
would appear to be the end of 
the matter. But the Germans 
would have been entitled to ar- 
gue that it was not a foul in the 
first place. The rows could rage 
on, turning football into a stac- 
cato sport not unlike its distant 
grid -iron cousin. The relentless 
tempo of the best British match- 
es might be sacrificed as the 
players milled about the pitch, 
awaiting a verdict from on high. 

Tf policin g the penalty award 
is fraught with difficulties, what 
of the offside decision? In that 
Euro 96 final. Stefan Kimtz 
was certainly in an offside po- 
sition when Oliver Bieihoff 
scored the winner, but was he 
interfering with play? No 
amount of computer wizardry 
could have taken responsibili- 
ty for that decision out of the 
officials’ hands. 

Yet replays revealed that the 


“goal" by Spain's Julio^alinas 
A gains t England, flagged offside 
by a linesman, ought to have 
stood. Synchronised cameras - 
one on the player passing the 
ball and the other receiving it 
_ would theoretically have en- 
abled the referee to to eliminate 
any doubt (and eliminated Eng- 
land several dan carijerj. 

But do the public want the 
game held up while disputes are 
pored over*? And which deci- 
sions will be referred? Unless a 
line is drawn, it is easy to en- 
visage packs of players de- 
manding that tbe referee consult 
the video every few m mules. 

Three decades on. ilvs debate 
over Geoff Hurst's second goal 
in the World Cup final can still 
sustain an Anglo-German 
meeting for hours. As Sifr Cle- 
mente intimated, in what was an 
exemplaiy display of magna- 
nimity in view of Salinas' mis- 
fortune at Wembley, arguments 

are an integral part of a game 
whose charm is bound up in its 
very imperfection. 


Business not 
pleasure 
for Hingis 


John Roberts on the tennis prodigy 
who is returning home in triumph 


Martina Hingis was only three 
years old when last she saw the 
city of Kosice, her birthplace in 
Slovakia and home to her father 
still. Yesterday. 13 years on, 
“Maninka" returned from 
Switzerland, a tennis prodigy, 
the youngest Grand Slam singles 
champion of the century and 
poised to become the youngest 
world No 1 in history.' 

The Slovak Tennis Federation 
considered it appropriate to bold 
the Fed Cup tic against the 
Hingis-inspired 

Swiss tomorrow 

and on Sunday 1 diOfl t 
in Kosice rather 

than Bratislava, h0r6 SC 
even though the 

Slovakian play- H8V6 

ersare from the 

capital. mem 

"They have 
given up home 

advantage. " Hingis observed, 
making plain her intention to 
put business before pleasure. "I 
didn't grow up here, so 1 don't 
have any memories," she said. 
"In a way it’s nice to see the 
place where I lived, but the most 
important thing is the team and 
the success. [ want to win here.” 
Jana Kvasnicova, of the Slo- 
vak Tennis Federation, dis- 
missed speculation that the 
choice of venue is designed to 
rattle Hingis. "The original idea 
was to play in Bratislava." she 


5 only three said, “but the only suitable hall 
she saw the bad already been booked." 
'irthplace in The visiL to Kosice at least af- 

to her father fords Martina the chance of a 
1 years on, reunion with her father, Karol, 
raed from and her paternal grandmother, 
nis prodigy, “Babitschka". Karol Hingis 
Slam singles earns £102 per month as the 
icntury and caretaker of the Na AmicceTen- 
hc youngest nis Club and is helping with the 
try. organisation of the tie, which is 

s Federation indoors at the Mestksa Hal a. 
mate to bold Yesterday he met his daughter 
against the at Kosice airport with a bouquet. 

Such is the 

fascination with- 

I didn t grow up theis-yeaMid 

here so I don t »»■. the Aus - 

„ tralian Open 

have any singles title last 

. , month, that the 

memories Swiss tennis 

federation as- 
signed a body- 

is observed, guard to the squad on learning 
intention to that a large number of Slovak 
: pleasure. "I journalists had booked rooms ar 
re, so 1 don't the team's hotel, 
x," she said. A Swiss television crew was 
e to see the rebuked by Hingis's mother, 

. but the most Melanie, the team’s non-play- 
ihe team and ing captain, for paying too 
to win here.” much attention to her daugh- 
a, of the Slo- ter during a flight from Vien- 
na lion. dis- na. "This is not fair on the 
on that the other girls, “ Melanie said, in- 
> designed to dicating Patty Schnyder and 
original idea Emmanuclle Gagliardi. 
uislava." she “Everybody’s trying to make a 



The Israeli nationaT side met 
^’united German team for the 
oh\S£tdnesday, The 
F-iiro pgag chdi&pkmf. won the:, 
frienolf 1 -O tfianks to a goal 
from Darius V/obl five minutes 
from fofi-tiittJEy- bat lhe back- 



befc^llre match, 
the German squad paid horn- ■ 

^^^hshe^^HTiisehmttear 
J nusaicm ffiatrfocnmflBtstlie 
Holocaust. The atmosphere 


Gaa&affium.ss .described-in -■ 

socfattxl Press. • 1 ■■ - • 

: /“The German . team’s visit ‘ 
half seen tuiy after the end of 
Whdd ^hrtl relfiased a flood 
of ambivalent emotions in a 

^Infry ThM fe^yhTinft ffy» mu. 

^ofj&chafrr^&gner, HMerV 
' failicc&e : conrpfi^eTi butsaiaps- ; 
fip^-German-made cars and 
washing madimes-Sotue fans 
hdqded during'the^aying of 


the German national anthem, 
while others stood while chew- 
ing on watemudon seeds." 

; .On a less surreal note, Tot- 
tenham's Ronny Rosenthal 
-had an impressive game up 
front for Israel. 

France . 

Arsenal's Patrick Vieira made 
his International • debut for 
France in Wednesday's friend- 
Jy against the Netherlands in 
Paris, and watched his High- 
bury team-mate, Dennis Berg- 
kamp, put the Dutch ahead in 
the third minute. However, two 
goals in the last 16 minutes 
: from Patrice Loko and Robert 
Fifes, both substitutes, gave 
■ Firance a 2-1 win. 

‘ Rupert Macoif 


Elite suffer in Trophy 


Martfra FSnfps (right), now close to besig the women's world No 1, with her Swiss Fed Cup team-mates Photograph: AP 


sensation of Martina's return 
to Kosice, but she’s not the 
only member of the team.” 

The youngster's sojourn can- 
not compare, however, with the 
emotional return of her name- 
sake, Martina Navratilova, to 
Prague for the Fed Cup in 1986, 
the great champion's first visit 
home after defecting to the 
United Stales in 1975. 

Hingis fast saw her father in 
December, when be travelled to 
Bmo, in the Czech Republic, to 
watch her play in an exhibition 
match. They stay in contact by 
telephone. “They just have a 
regular relationship," Melanie, 
said, “as good as ft can be if you 
are divorced.'' 

Since parting from her second 
husband, Andreas Zogg. a Swiss 
computer salesman, Melanie 
has reverted to her maiden 


name, Molitor. She had ex- 
pressed apprehension about 
making the trip, recalling that 
“the time in Kosice wasn’t one 
of the happiest times of my life.” 

Melanie is from the Czech 
town of Roznov. A former ten- 
nis player, she coaches Marti- 
na and has been the driving 
influence behind her daughter. 

After leaving Kosice, they 
lived in Roznov at the home of 
Melanie's mother until Marti- 
na was seven, at which point the 
pan emigrated to Thibbach in 
Switzerland with Mr Zogg. 

“If Martina has aity memories, 
they are of Roznov," Melanie 
said, “and most of them are 
things she has been told by oth- 
er people.” 

The only thoughts Likely to 
preoccupy her dunng the week- 
end will concern ways to out- 


play the opposition. The Slovak 
team comprises Karina Hab- 
sudova, who has defeated 
Hingis in their three previous 
matches, Katarina Studenikova, 
who eliminated Monica Seles in 
the second round at Wimble- 
don, and Henrieta Nagy ova. 

Not that Hingis is laddng con- 
fidence. “The Fed Cup is not as 
important to me as the other 
tournaments, but it is important 
to play for Switzerland, and 
there is a chance to move up [to 
World Group I],” she said. “For 
once 1 am going to do it like Stef- 
fi Graf -go to the place, look, 
play, win and leave." 

The Wimbledon champion, 
currently nursing an injured 
left knee, has withdrawn from 
forthcoming tournaments at 
Indian Wells and Key Biscayne. 

Unless Graf makes a dra- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Slough must 
shake off 
indoor trauma 


Halifax test West interest 


i\ Hockey 


Slough return to outdoor action 
after their disappointing journey 
into the European indoor tour- 
nament in Amiens last weekend 
with a home fixture against Don- 
caster in the League tomorrow 
and another in the AEWHACup 
fourth round against Liverpool 
on Sundai. writes Bill CohvilL 

Sam WrighL who missed the 
trip into Europe last weekend, 
will be hack and the Irish in- 
tcmulionjl Sarah Kelleher will 
be making her long-awaited 
league debut. The Olympian 
Anna Bennett is still out after 
surgery before Christmas while 
another international, Lucy 
Cope, will tv looking to regain 
her match fitness withihe second 
XI. Slough s coach John Shaw - ex- 
pects to play Kelleher in midfield. 

On form. Slough should win 
both games. Victory in the first 
will keep the pressure on the 
leaders. Ipswich, who on Satur- 
day seek revenge fora 3-0 defeat 

by Clifton earlier this season. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Rugby League 

The sacked Wigan coach. 
Graeme West, is the clear 
favourite to get the job at Hal- 
ifax vacated by Steve Simms this 
week, writes Dave Hadfield. 

West has been approached by 
the club to ask him to apply and 
has not ruled himself out of con- 
tention. “It's flattering to be 
linked with them. You would al- 
ways have to be interested to join- 
ingsuch a good dub ” said West, 
who was dismissed from his job 
at Central Park after refusing to 


become their football manager. 

Before taking on the Halifax 
job. however, he would need to 
be reassured that he would be 
allowed greater control than he 
was at Wigan. 

Other candidates are the 
Keighley player-coach. Daryl 
Powell HuO KR’s Steve Croolo. 
and Tony Anderson, from Hal- 
ifax* existing coaching stall The 
Halifax football manager, David 
Hobbs, who is in temporary 
charge of team matters, said: 
“No one candidate is preferred 
over another at the moment" 


AtMetlcs 

Merfene Ottey wfth more major medals 
to her narre than any otter athlete In 
history, Is being lined up to take part 
in the Cdin Jackson-organised Welsh 
Games fa Cardiff on 31 May. But Jack- 
son, a trafafag partner of Offiys, Is hope- 
ful the 36-}*ar-oM, who has won 34 
major champlonsHp medals, wl Include 
the Games on her venues for a planned 
world tour which w* probably mark her 
retirement. 


Navy come to the rescue 


NBA: Saoamomo m Boston 105; Detroit 
U? GoKfcn Sam 117; Ortunao 98 Mam 88; 
Indiana 92 Seattle 78; Atfcna 79 Mtoukee 
72; kfcmasciB 108 San Amnrto 89; PHoetfa 
111 Phlaaalpm 1CW; LA Oppen 83 Van- 
couver 80: New York 96 Portland 95 rot). 

BKBards 

STRACHAN UK CHAMPIONSMP (Nonrich 
Sport VHafie) ThM roviMfc 0 Cause* (EngJ 
DtRFoWvaT(Aus) 665-423; S Mulani (Indl 
(X PGjctnsi (Erg) 692 541: IVAamroi (Eng) 
H M Rehart ilnd) 500-266: R Chapman (Eng) 
tx M Spoortnans iBeQ 731-276. 


Belgian chA, Beerechat, on a free trans- 
fer. Orfbrd haw been looking fora re- 
placement tor Matt Elliott since selling 
the centre-half to Leicester for a dub 
record £1.6m. 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE RB-amu«Kl Bf 
haaa; Sat 8 Man Hbamen v 0w*nn»w. TIM 
11 Mr raimamodt v Oemc. 

WEDNESDAY'S (ATE RESULTS: FA Cup ORb 
roaa£ Derby 3 Qwwtty 2 (Doty noma ® **tf- 
<fcattartH. fi u nlii Mai. QwtMaHacea- 
Mr 0 leftor odra time: 

ftxfcroufftf. 

Saxtoorto 

Somtampcon 0 WkrMadon 0. Na- 
U onu dd e Foatfeafl UaMM FM MvMok 
awxan 3 BtmWrtiwn JL Tumuhu ScettM 
Cep ItaurtHiMBd r apin g ca«c 2 Httanv an 
0 (ceocM tame REtfMnJ : KCTVtnnO Mom- 
enael 2 On &eadwoodltedi»n. CUmttwne i*C 
Atofaerwe* mat to Dunoee LWei). BeB* Seott 
tka LMgM SecoBd DM e ma LMn»ffln 2 
3. ThW BliiWi 


1 . tint DWtataR Farsfer 
Parti Steee 1. Dr Uaitane 
LascN Praolar DMMor Na apoB AFC 1 
awwend & Nonhflett 3. Mkfend DNWok VS 
Rugjy 2 Tamnoftti 6. Sowhara DMalOR Bash- 
ley 0 S> Laonards Samcroa Q. Waliti cap Qaar- 
ter«nal rapfcjr- OMtaran 2 HoMwB 0 . Ua^a 
of Waiaa: Carmarthen Team 0 Absysbuyth Town 


Sailing 

Bertrand de Broc. the Vendee 
Globe solo sailor, became the 
fourth competitor to be rescued 
in the 1997-9S round the world 
race when he was picked up by 
a French Na\y tanker 5IW miles 
from the finish yesterday, writes 
Stuart Alexander. 

His distress signal was picked 
up by two other ships when they 
were just 60 miles away from De 
Broc. They raced to the scene 

and reported that De Broc's 


60ft yacht was capsized with the 
skipper standing on the up- 
turned hulL 

De Broc is the fourth com- 
petitor who has had to be res- 
cued after Britain's frte Goss 
picked up Raphael Dinelli in the 
Southern Ocean and the Aus- 
tralian Navy effected the dra- 
matic recovery of Tony 
BuIIimorc and Thieny Dubois. 

A fifth competitor, the 
French-Can adi an Gerry Roufs, 
has been missing for nearly 
two months. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


The number of giant video 
screens round the track that 
will be used at Sikrerstone for 
the British Grand Prix meet- 
ing. Silverstone TV will broad- 
cast tut least 10 hours' live 
programming each race day. 


Football 

7.30 urtfe5S stared 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Ttannwe v Suriie CTASt 

THRDDMSUN 

CpfctXSterv Scarborough (TAG) 

Doncwter v Wigan 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
THRU DIVISION 

AHon Rovers vCoMtaftfMMtti 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Promfef Di- 
vision: NewnwT-er v Sanam 1 7.E5i. 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF RE- 
LAND Pr emto r Hvblon: Borwmens v Si 
f^arKk'* ASitw: '7.45’: DiFutm- y Deny Cuy 
1 7.451: SrwmnxK Rovers v Bray iT.ASi. 

Basketball 

RUDWE1SER LEAGUE: Wbrttimg Bear? v 
Chester Jets (B-Oj. 


Rugby Union 

A MTERNAIKWALS: England v France 
(7301 fat laasart: Scotland v keiand.i4.0i 
(at Myreside. EOttivrfrl 
UKDerai WTERWrtnONALS: Engjnd « 
France |6.0> tat teteesrai; Scotland v Ire- 
land (2.30) (X MyrEside). 

CLUB HA1CHES; Gaia v Sett* 1 7.15B Ha»- 
hik < helsa i7.15i: Peebles v Mertse (8.0); 
MussctounJi ■ Btroi^nmdr (7.0). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Women’s Engtfa National Indoor 
Champronship CVWd. 

BOOONG; Professional promotion: Non o- 
tie ftywe^M wnwsc P Vfer ®co) « AHan- 
na (Bifnwgpem) ( Grand Hal. K*namocM. 
SWMHMG: Bntsh Cfab Team Cham won 
shfos (5tockpofo. 


Ryen Rhodes intends to make his maifc 
on British hastoiy by defeating Not- 
tm^Tam’s Del Biyan at Reading’s River- 
mead Centre on 14 Match. A repeat 
victory over the forme- British weKer- 
we0it champion wfl «m Rhodes a lens- 
dale Beit outright fa the record one of 
90 days. Rhodes, who gpln&i a 118- 
second defeat of Peter Waudby fa the 
second defence of his British r#n mid- 
tsewefght at Sheffield on Tuesday, beat 
Biyan on a close points decision in a 
six-round contest late last year. 

Cricket 

Dwham hme completed their tfwd sigh- 
ing of the winter by securing Martin 
Spelffit from Sussex on a three-year 
contract The 29 -year-old former 
Dtxham University student opted for the 
north east after being offered tee 
, chance to resurrect he wtdetteeplng 
career. 

Cycling 

TOUR OP lANGKNNt MMl Map* ttJ Btt cM. 
Kuala Toraffiaau to Kola Batts, ttafeptty: 
1 A Taft m Sir37mai llsec; 2 M MeCormack 
(US) am Urns; 3 C MX*X» IF!) +3s«; 4 D 
ftsnm im + j&ec S 0 Keiroer (Nero: 6 p 
OlKmtx (Befi: 7 N Loda («: 8 u Wattart (Gad: 
9 F McCnmacfc iuSi: 10 T utauan (Japan! al 
aarne time. Overall atanrttas: 1L Sctno do 
26f» 57«wn 40sec 2 J Wife +2^4aac 
3 1 H» (H) +2U» « A leethi (TO BA 
MdnniSA) *-2ia6; 8£ Lwmaric (rtad swne 
■we 7 N LOda Du +2-A17: S P Baton (to +2S3: 
9P8ortfcnareiFn +3:27: lOVOrdwah lOan 
+354. 

Football 

Oxfen) Unted have Sirred &ian waster- 
man. a 30-yearoid Dutchman, on a bw>- 
and-a-puarter year contract from the 


ndd owsCwfcBartiapattonftdawaa nttaw 
ery 1; Sttkkn 1 Bamom ^rthowa Z Whtft- 
tan 4 Marpwn 3. MBifcan Cmrw Baat 
laattw Prasttr DMrton; 0enatv4 Utenedpr 
0. Laagaa Oap Fourth rourxfc Bngg 2 Oas3 
tauffiwi 0. Jawoon Baatam laaRoa Pronior 
MvMok Sotam 1 Fatannam 1; 

WUedi L Wtaataalaad Kantlx 
«Wor Cha&wn 0 Hwne Bay 2. wtmm- 

aax Laa^M Flnt OMotoa: Eawtt0i 3 
BoumwinuB) 2. Pontkw taatfia Prantor M- 
vteiotr Baton 2 BbdAurn 0; HaWraffl ua 
4 tai ea #iw nForattO.HwtPM al oi c ABBnVa. 
la 1 Wnrwwtampton 0. Sacoart Btttt t a ra Hu« 
2 WaJttri 0. 1 oagna Croap Foon Scu> 

thoroe 0 Grims&r 2. Akm fc a aranca Caafcl- 

natiM Fim DMaloa; fttemai 4 QTOrtl UU 3: 
CWfl 0 Swnses 2: Ipsach 8 OyaM (feta* 
1; Namcn 1 Bnsroi City 4. Man Qop Sanrt- 
fcwt aacood teg: wpok 1 Waraaaonaie 1 w 
agg 2-2. Napo* won S3 an penaMeg. Spaa- 
M Cup «mttP4ttab tat fee Adetioo MatM 

2 Barcelona 2: Raw Belli 2 fwo VaBecon O. 
taaemadoaa(MndBes(Telfc4*)!taaelOQer- 

many l (VfeaaSh (Part* tan] teres 74. 
Lota 841 NWtertands 1 (Bwtfamp 3); (Cola, 
atth Bnca 4 iGHMrav & 27. Ronaldo 4& 72) 
Poland (Hjjcnanta 87. Qdio 90). 

lee hockey 

Wte 0*8# 2 HertfH 2 (od; Naw Jenay S 
NYtdandwS: W aa ddptaa 8 Ottawa 5; Wteh- 
ngon 3 Tooao a Fttoani 5 Cm 2: Ettmaon 

3 AnEftom 3 lor). 

Karate 

A 23'year-okj member of tee Russian 
national squad was laDed ty a singe 
Wow to tee neck during a local cham- 
pionship bout at the weekend in the city 
tf Penza, "it was a fatal coincidence, 
a 1 in 10.000 chance." said Afexarv 
derZakshnto* of the Penza sports au- 
thority: 

Rugby League 

Graeme Bradley, manager of Bradford 
Bulls, has signed a one-year extension 
to his contract keeping nkn n the job 
until the end of tee 1898 season. 


made recovery, Hingis win sup- 
plant her at the top of the 
WTA rankings on Monday 31 
March, becoming the youngest 
ever world No 1 at 16 years, six 
months and one day. 

Monica Seles was aged 17 
years, three months and 9 days 
when she became the youngest 
No 1 on II March, 1991. eclips- 
ing Tracy Austin, who was 17 
years, three months and 26 
days on 7 April. 1980. 

When Hingis was bom, on 30 
September 1980, Austin was 
the world No 1, Andrea Jaeger, 
aged 15, was in the process ofbe- 
comingthe WTAs Newcomer of 
the Year andKaiolj Seles, a car- 
toonist m Novi Sad, Yugoslavia, 
was making drawings of Ifam and 
Jeny on tennis bans to encour- 
age his six-year-old daughter 
Monica to take a swing at them. 


St Helens, who, ■along with \M&n, were 
fined £15,000 for s brawl during the 
Chaoengs Cm tie betwesi tee tiw cfabs, 
have ceded for tee rigrttf appeal attest 
such punishments to be re-instated. 
They also wan a system of food 
perratties, similar to the one teat op- 
erates in football, to apply to players' 
suspensions. 

The administrators running the debt- 
taden Hufi Kingston Rwera have rejected 
a £914,000 takeover bid by a consor- 
tiun headed by Bob Jamieson because 
of Insufficient financial gjarantees.' 
Jamies on tried and foiled to take over 
Workington last year. 

Wigan are widely expected to sell their 
ground to Tesco this weekend, flying in 
the face at an oonvhelmfag vote by foe* 
shareholders last month fa fwourtf stay- 
ing there. The board tf tee dub has de- 
cided that the terms of a deal proposed 
by the Wigwi Athletic chairman, Dave 
Whelan, are unacceptable. Whelan 
had offered to buy the sound for £4m, 
redevelop It and fease it back to the rug- 
by club. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Non-Leagoe notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


The GM Vhuxball Conference's 
status as the conn tty’s elite 
non-League competition has 
suffered a series of setbacks in 
the FA Umbro Trophy this sea- 
son: it provides only five of the 
16 teams contesting third-round 
ties tomorrow. 

Among the dubs trying to be- 
come die first from outside the 
Conference to reach IheTfophy 
final since Leek in 1990 are 
Dorchester Town, who have an 
attractive home tie against 
Woking. The Dorset’s key play- 
ers are the former Plymouth, 
Swansea and Torquay play- 
maker, Russell Coughlin, and 
the striker Owen Pkriinrd, once 
of Plymouth and Hereford, 
who is the top scorer in the Tro- 


Rogby Union 

SCOTLAND A (V Mb* A. IfeHaaUa, to*** 

0 laa NMaontam) . I Cnfc WastoT Sostamfl. 

C Manor (Hawfclo. R Eifoaon (London Soot 
ttttO. J Knr (Wataonfcn a ). A Po wn Waa n (Cur- 
nei. a Bans (Waaonaw. P WH0K (Maan«J. 
C P i ttaH WiegrfScotttaC.SBBrtnanlPae- 
Mttl.S Itti i ai (Batfnrd). Sfttaa (Wwsonl- 
araj. S MU C Ho«(Mato» 

capo. S ll ol m a a {London Scodtti). Haptte a- 
■aatt: S UneCHenrs Ffe. S MeM Meaoaai. 

1 FMrtay OWao). M w a —r a Ktaxgm MW. M 
Braana (Maaoew. J Hay IHnMcfcX. 
|RBANDA:CCtaifcB(TeRnaeCaae^); DCmt- 
ty (Genyoaan). B Carey BJat3ow*x M LyneA 
(ttweMami. NVNaott Ontaon Wi). R ow- 
mtm j (LanaJowna), N H ag an (Teranure C), H 
Hartajr (Morel ay), M MeDanaott (Lansdowne. 
capo, AMOKaan Osnaikwnei. s Jamm (St 
Mary's Cote*;). B Cusack (Bath). E Hrtwy 
(Sareian). A RNsy (Stamoni. K Dawson Ooo- 
donaMV. Bra tana—nta; R WW a ra (Saooens). 
B WaWi (Cor* CortffljujUon). A Matctiett (Pon- 
KwM. S Latte (Oanyottni. a luaBo (Dun- 
pavun). S Bjnno [BlaeKroc* Coieea). 

Squash 

WQMEirs woibjd rawmies: l s ro^ibb 
(*US. 2 M Mar* (AU51, 3 C Jackman (Eng. 4 
SmwtttEng). 9 Lkvng (AuskSS Hiirwr (Eng). 
7 C Owens (Auti. 8 S Scnone tfiart. • C Wdi 
(SA). 10 F Qeacs (Eng). 


Around the resorts 


phy with six goals and the joint 
top scorer in the Dr Martens 
League Premier Division. 

Kidderminster Harriers trav- 
el to Essex to rake on the Icis 
League side, Heybridge Swifts, 
who will be looking for anoth- 
er peak performance from their 
midfielder Mitchell SpringetL 
one of the best non-Leaguc 
playere in East Anglia in the 90s. 

England's semi-profession- 
al side, playing their first fixture 
this season, suffered a disap- 
pointing 2-0 defeat to the Re- 
public of Ireland in Dublin on 
Tuesday. Shelbouroe's Stephen 
Geoghegan scored both goals 
for the home team. 

EfKUUOSaMMtFeSSIONALfeCoa^ 
(HednesbnJ): GW (Yeovfl). Howarth. GtnSner 
(tnOi MacdedfeU). Brown (IWttng). Webb, Do> 
Narty ihoMi KMrtemwB a art. Bu llB iw u i U i.cyam- 
maa, Lsworthy (all Rushitenl. Hughes 
(KaXtomnser)- Sttwtrtntej: Q~Connor (Hed 
neslonl) tor Doharty. 61; ICmmirre I Hyde) tor 
Hugres. 70; Hariow (Fdmbotou^ 1 ' tor VMH>, 
74; Botbant fDaeenhainl far Cootaey. 7*. 


Tennis 

Britain’s Jamie Delgado gained a sur- 
prising win orer Denis van Ufteten yes- 
terday, ^setting tbe Be^an second seed 
6-2, 2-6, 6-3, In the semi-final of tee 
LTA Men's Satellite Masters at Croydon. 
In today's final Delgado faces the No 3 
seed, MIKael Stadiing of Sweden, wtio 
defeated the leading Bnton, Andrew 
Richardson 6-1. 4-6. 6-3. though 
Richardson still wins the circuit with a 
two- point margin over Van Uffeie l. 

UA HOTS BIDOOR SATELLITE MASTERS 
P r p***®rt®a.*ttBWinafcM3cacfcngiS«iei 

ta A Reftartnn (G8j 6-1 4^ 6- 3: J DettaOc. 
(GB) bt D Van Uffieten iBefl 6-2 2-6 6-3. ' 
WCB»TS CHAUENBER (Busliey) Singles, 
aaeoatf round: 0 Barabansduhcrra M bt ‘s 
Rep' M we E Tat*rvo« tuta> w 
«« 1* 64: S ftoroei (Netfi) « 
C Vltood lt» W 6-2; L Gotna (fa tt M SaxJw:- 
L wgm( Sg) 6-3 6-7 7-6: R SdnOu (Rom, w s 

^ 0 rtjW “ A Gto8 
^ ^ V 11 H ’J r ’ 1 1 w M hucrea 

Jpefl 6-3; D CMadhcva iCz Repi N p 
Caspar (Hui) 6-3 6-4. 

attAN tt OOOR TOURNAMENT Men s stacks. 
‘ nc f” , j* tawera K 4 Bo- 

raa *8 i ,t Spl 7 „-o6-Z D Prmctt . Cert Or M PT4p. 

p fonfe ^ R»i br 

I Henman iGB) 6-1 6-4. 


L^sst andweatear reports Rmt comimm 

from 180+ resorts In Europe and 

North America. ftWP0BRA 

Phone or tax; r- -Baa swing at altaude 

Qnu Roig Bea on upper rum 

0891 333 110 Austria 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


5S» Pwfaer on sum gwer 

—Wet, Heavy snow by pm 

CANADA 

At-a-glance fax guide to snow SmS= =s s = ===> 

contStlons at 180*- resorts world- mucs. » oomed 

wider a ■ s g==rz — : 


0897500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Can SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


Chareontt Sno* becowg 47* 

Los Carrot New snow 90% 

ITALY 

CanUa — „. — Aafeeu Rosa ensleffl 100% 

S"*" — -VaCey iuto beconwg soft 100* 

NORWAY 

Hsmaertti Gooa at an tarts " 10(7^ 

ROMANIA 

Potna Bratov — am irtn^M^adS base BO*T 
SNIQBBJWD 

yW - Upper slopes 655 LOteT 

ZamttZ— >Cmd(Tiort much anmMed 100% 


last Lwr 
snow cm 


1S.2 75 

3LS-2 U5 


27.2 5 

13-2 10 


^2 50 

36-2 50 


24.2 90 

132 20 


Upp Forecast 

cm 

140 Marty sunny 
170 Seme cloud 

S«v»s*wts 
50 OouCy 

"^5 Ptooycty 

275 llreetltad 

•■14. Ltasetned 

~^P Unsettled 

80 Overcast 


^■ 2 ® SO Ctoirtsun 


For a fax Tet of 180+ uhtbistaies 

resort codes: Ampoboa Basla _Oy. powdeiy srxw iow" 

0990100843 Ifewwifh — — Raadaqrsnowatauieueu 100% 

CtfcioOtei awa*BttBafcreitttt» ri BBL4ttfcwarttiariwiaa-QlBP<MP5«re«flttgita*i.ffi»|if f fl(iiff' 


22 "is* 

~V* S" 
27J! g 

*24J laF 




5T 

Bngtto 
2M knoftMrrwnr 

JOO S iwumrs 
450 Oourty 

0990 133 345 
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Le Crunch 

Memorable matches between 
England and France, page 26 
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Swbsrule 

John Roberts on the rise of 
Martina Hingis, page 27 



Coppell in line to replace Bassett 


Football 


alan nkqn 


Steve Coppell, who walked out 
of Manchester City less than 
four months ago after only 33 
days at the dub, is in line to 
return to management with 
Crystal Palace. Coppell is un- 
derstood to have been offered 
the chance to manage Palace for 
a second lime following yes- 
terday’s surprise announcement 
that Dave Bassett is leaving to 
become general manager of 
Nottingham Forest. 

Bassett is to work alongside 


Stuart Pearce, Forest's caretak- 
er player-manager. A club 
spokesman said: “ He will be re- 
sponsible for everything that Stu- 
art Pearce doesn't have time to 
do. Stuart will still be in charge 
of all team affairs and Dave mil 
be there to support him.” 

A statement from Palace said 
that Ron Noades. their chair- 
man, “has been left reeling a l the 
decision and cannot at this stags 
give any indication who is going 
to be running team affairs in the 
immediate future". 

However, it is believed the 
job has been offered to Coppell, 
who has been doing scouting 


woris for Palace in recent weeks 
following his dramatic depar- 
ture from Manchester City. 

The former England in- 
ternational was the most suc- 
cessful manager in Palace's 
history in his first spell at Sel- 
hurst Park. He returned as di- 
rector of football two years 
ago, but left last October to join 
Manchester City. Within a 
month, however, he had left 
Maine Road because of health 
problems caused by what he de- 
scribed as “the huge pressure" 
of the job. 


Coppell had taken the City 
post after Bassett had declined 


it and decided to remain at 
Palace, lb complete the irony 
of yesterday’s events, Forest 
have recruited Bassett in the 
wake of the departures of Rank 
Clark and Alan HID, their man- 
ager and assistant manager re- 
spectively, who are now in 
charge at Manchester City. 

The Forest spokesman said 
that Bassett bad been brought 
in “to replace Alan Hill”, 
though the job appears to be 
much higher-profile than that. 
Pearce has little experience of 
buying players and negotiating 
contracts and Bassett, who is be- 
lieved to have agreed a deal 


worth around £400,000 a year, 
is likely to assume responsibil- 
ity for these areas. 

Bassett said: *Fm not going 
to be selecting the team or 
coadungcrtdeadmg the tactics. 
Stuart Pearce is going to be do- 
ing that He’s happy for me to 
come in - had he' not been 1 . 
wouldn't be going to Notting- 
ham Forest He's nappy for me 
to give him the support and ex- 
perience .he needs. I have 
known Stuart for quite a long 
time. Its going to be a joint sit- 
uation, but I am not stepping on 
his toes and I will be doing my 
best to help him. ” 


He added: “If s aooirect de- 
dskm for Dave Bassett, for his 
career, professkmal and finanoal 
situation and also domesticafly." 

- Despite moving to Palace a 
year ago, Bassett has kept Us. 
family home in Yorkshire. He 
has always wanted to pin aKg 
dub and is likely to have been 
attracted by the ambitious plain 
of Forest’s new Owners; A con- 
sortium headed by Nigel Wray, 
the owner of Saracens- rugby 
union chib, and Irving Scholar, 
die former Tottenham , chair- 
man, won control of Fbrest 
this week and has pledged to 
make substan tial fimrts av ailable 


to buy new players. 

Bassett tookrPaiace into the 
First Division play-off final last 
season, only to be beaten in the 

last minute, of- extra time by 

Sieve Oaii^’swmm^ for 

Leicester City. After a promis- 
ing start to this season Palace 
have stumped in recent weeks 
and have struggled to keep pace 
with their promotion rivals. 

Bassett added that his an- 
nouncement had- come as a 
shock to Noades, die Palace 
ffhaiitnan. "Wfe are Still friends, 
but he’s disappointed and! am . 
too, in some Ways,”' Bassett 
said. 


League 

chooses 

Leaver 


Lloyd plans 


more time 


for training 


Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 


David Lloyd has already 
mapped out plans for Eng- 
land’s travels in the West Indies 
next winter - including a two- 
week preparation stay in An- 
tigua and time with families 
later in the tour. 

Lloyd, the England coach, be- 
lieves lessons should be learned 
from this winter's campaign in 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand, 
both in terms of preparation and 
itinerary. A pre-Chrisunas trip 
to Shaqah. for a one-day tour- 
nament also involving the West 
Indies. Pakistan and India, has 
already been arranged by Lloyd 
- hut he feels that more prac- 
tice and time for fitness work 
needs 10 be done in the West In- 
dies before the tour begins. 

"When we arrived in Zim- 
babwe we were fit, but they 
caught us cold by picking damn 
near a Test side in the first 
game," Lloyd said. “I don’t 
want to be caught out like that 
again". England will now leave 
for the West Indies early in the 
new year and Llpvd is planning 
to have a couple’ of 100 overs 
per-sidc warm-up games 
arranged for the initial fortnight 

The Caribbean programme 
includes five Tests and five one- 
day internationals, with the 
onc-daycrs coming at the end 
of the tour. 

Lloyd, meanwhile, must now 
concentrate on England’s final 
twn one-day internationals in 
New Zealand and yesterday he 
talked about the competitive en- 
vironment now being encour- 
aged within the England set-up. 

“We now have a strong nu- 
cleus of players - especially 
when you look at what we have 
achieved this winter." he said. 
"The Under- 19s went to Pak- 
istan and won, the A team 
went to Australia and won and 


we have been successful in New 
Zealand.” 

Today sees the start of the 
fust Test between South Africa 
and Australia in Johannesburg 
- and for once the fast bowlers 
will be overshadowed by the bal- 
de between the two leg-spin- 
ners: Shane Warne and Paul 
Adams. Both sides are aware of 
the match-winning potential 
both men possess. 

The Australian coach, Geoff 
Marsh, said: “We’ve spent a lot 
of time watching Adams on 
video and the boys arc looking 
forward to playing against him. 
We've formulated a few ideas on 
how to plav him and the guys 


to play 
: fishing 


are relishing the challenge, 
fs South African co 


Marsh's South African coun- 
terpart, Bob Woolmer, said: 
“People are saying that since his 
operation Vlfarne doesn't pose 
the same threat, but I think it’s 
more a question of exposure. 
Like everyone in cricket, once 
people get used to you, you have 
to work harder for your wick- 
ets, but Shane remains a dass 
act and we regard him very high- 
ly indeed." 

However. Warne has been 
overshadowed of late fay the 
emergence of Michael Sevan as 
a Test-class back-of-the-hand 
bowler. Bevan’s pace through 
the air is in his favour on a Wan- 
derers pitch that is not likely to 
offer quick turn even to Whrne 
and Adams. 

Australia are expected to in- 
clude the young left-hander 
Matthew Elliott at No 3, with 
Matthew Hayden opening the 
batting with Mark Tkylor. They 
have been carrying a number of 
niggling injuries, but expect to 
be able to select their strongest 
side, with the pace bowler Ja- 
son Gillespie looking set to 
share the new- ball with Glenn 
McGrath. Jonty Rhodes, whose 
fielding will be valuable, may re- 
turn to the middle order in place 
of Adam Bacher. 



Peter Leaver; a leadrngbarm- 
tcr.wg yesterday named faytre 

Premier League as its new cbiet 

executive. The 52 -year-old 
deputy High Court judge and 
former Tottenham Hotspurdi- 
rector replaces Ride Parry, who 
has held the post since the 
LeagutfsTannih in 1992 but will 
now join Liverpool in a similar 
capacity when nis contract ex- 
pires in June. 

**I am lucky that Rick Party 
■willstillbe around to guide me, 
said Leaver, who starts work of- 
ficially on 3 April. “As a " 00 - 

.... UI.I CnnthflH 1 


nave iookjeu in uvm — 

and -have certain ideas of what 
things could be changed. 

“But rve learned from my ex- 
perience at the bar that it is not 
sensible to tty and do so until 
you completely understand all 
the issues involved. In other 
words, I start with an open mind 
on everything.” 

Leaver 'will become one of 
the game's most important be- 
hind-the-scenes figures, with 
the Premier League facing ma- 
jor. .discussions over television 
coverage and the immin ent ar- 
rival of pay-per-view, and also 
over the future of club football 
in Europe. His salary will be 
£ 200,000 per year. 

Arsenal have revealed that an 
exploratory operation on David 
Seaman’s injured knee has been 
successful, but that the England 
goalkeeper will not return to ac- 
tion for at least a month. The 33- 
year-old entered hospital for 
an arthroscopic probe in which 
a miniature camera revealed a 


Back In the big time: Jose Maria Olazabal tees off in the Dubai Classic yesterday after an 18-month absence with arthritis 


Photograph: Allsport 


Is TV the answer to 
bad refereeing? 


'Unless a fine is 
drawn, it is easy to 
envisage packs of 
players demanding 
that the referee 
consult the video 
every few minutes’ 

Phil Shaw, page 27 



Olazabal back on his 
feet with round of 69 
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Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Dubai 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Bj Mass 


Thursday's gelation 







' 1 


jll» 
! 11 


i is 


: 15 


I IS 

! 19 


2 ! 


ACROSS 

Heu«£« buck for German 
city or. Sunday itii 

A duty to protect HSTs 
train i'Sj 

Thcv’to suitable for draw- 
ee, these facial features 
iWl 

Poet's kingdom. Arabian at 
hcan {41 ” 

Ruination? Or a hit in EC.’ 

|S« 

Gather mould, note, on 
the mm lb) 

Saw one dropped rattled 

<■»» 

Sweet sound of brass with 
piano work IS) 

Senses, or sullen., irritation 

<S) 

Blow one's nose (4j 
Shelter provided by two 
letters (b) 
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.Adept at summing up? tSJ 
Sion's point'.' Continue 
turning 141 

One questioned about u 

Stale is not too doeiflO) 

LA trendy dressed with en- 
thusiasm \S| 

Feeble, lady's man? Not 
quite ( 6 ) 


In the gloaming that is the 
rapid twilight of the Middle 
East, a beacon of European golf 
was relit. With a sand wedge in 
his hands. Jose Maria Olazabal 
hit his third shot at the par-five 
finishing hole to three feet for 
his fourth birdie of a day that 


he has waited for so long. 

A round of three-under 69 


until 1 50pm. The reception was 
warm and his gaQay only dwin- 
dled to catch the dramatics in 
the group in front. 

Collectively they were 19 un- 
der. Colin Montgomerie began 
the defence of his title with a 
seven-under 65, to tie with 
Spain's Domingo Hospital for 
the lead, while Padraig Har- 
rington and Bernhard Longer 
were both at six under, along- 
side two former champions 
Mark James and Eamonn Dar- 
I think it is terrific for Jose 


cv. 


after a break of 18 months 
with a arthritis of the feet was 
highly impressive. The Spaniard 
never did look that comfortable 
when walking, hunched for- 
ward and rocking from side to 
side, but the limp that devel- 
oped two yean ago was missing. 
Certainly present was the dis- 
missive shrug when a putt re- 
fused to falL 

Early morning fog had de- 
layed plav in the first round of 
the Dubai Desert Classic which 
meant Olazabal did not tee off 


to break 70," Montgomerie 
said. “That will give him a Jot 
of confidence and aD of us a lot 
of confidence." 

A poor chin at the ninth 
's only dropped 


cai 


shot which is testament to his 
short game. Having turned in 
level par. the Masters champi- 
on of 1994 holed from 30 feet 
at the 15th and IS feet at the 
next before also claiming the 
last. 


“I am pretty happy with the 
resolt," Olazabal said. “I was a 


little nervous on the first tee, but 
nothing dramatic. I hit the ball 
OK, but nothing very dose. At 
the end, when I didn't expect it, 
I holed a couple of long putts. 
One of the things I have missed 
most is the competition but to- 
day I just told myself to do my 
best." 

And the feel? “I don't want 
to talk about that,” he said. 
Greg Norman, playing his first 
full tournament for three 
months, actually looked the 
more rusty of the two. and 
found the water twice during his 
71. The same could not be 
said of Montgomerie, who, 
when he did go off line into the 
sand left of the 13th fairway, 
faded a two-iron out of trouble 
to two feet. 

“It is always nice to be able 
to tap in for an eagle," Monty, 
who also recorded five birdies 
and no bogeys, said. ‘'Padraig 
putted as well as anyone I've 
seen and I enjoy playing with 
Bernhard Longer. He is always 
a nice guy to beat," be added. 


Irish give Ashton six-year deal 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


DOWN 

Name last of characters in- 
troduced by author (5j 
Skip joint including King 
Edward i9) 

Stone idol? Wrong, wood- 
en (h) 

When not to mind one's 
own business? #5,73) 

Suit established by the 
players ( 8 ) 

Dogs, menaces, biting 
Heniy (5) 


S Dhow sank, disintegrating 
about Eastern Wrd (9) 

14 Neal meal (9) 

16 Bring debts upon oneself, 
without interest? (9) 

17 County beaten, reportedly 
falling’ apart (81 

2D One and all ringing up. 
gening editor distracted 
16) 

22 Silver left in crown? (5) 

24 Articles concealing corre- 
spondent's last letter (5) 


The Irish used to react to calami- 
tous rugby setbacks bv describ- 
ing the situation as “critical, 
but not serious". England's six- 
try romp in Dublin a fortnight 
ago seems to have concentrat- 
ed a few minds wonderfully, 
however, and Brian Ashton, the 
former Bath coach who has 
been working with the national 
team in an advisory capacity 
since January, was yesterday 
awarded a six-year contract. 

.Ashton is now Ireland's na- 
tional coach and the deal lakes 
him through to the 2003 World 
Cup - an unprecedented term, 
not only for Ireland but for any 
major ’Test-playing country. 


Ironically, it is still less than two 
tnontbs since he walked out on 
Bath expecting to sign on at his 
local social security office. 

It now seems likdv that be will 
sit on selection with Pat Whe- 
lan, the Irish team manager, and 
an as yet unnamed third com- 
mittee member. Ashton, a 49- 
year-old former scrum-half who 
toured with England in Australia 
in 1975. will probably continue 
to lwc in Somerset. 

England, meanwhile, received 
the fitness news they had been 
hoping for all week when 
Richard H3L the Saracens open- 
side Danker, declared himself fit 
to face France at Twickenham to- 
morrow. Leicester’s Nefl Back 
trained with the squad on 
Wednesday as cover for Hill, 
whose sprained anklehad given 


cause for concern, but intensive 
treatment allowed the 23-year-, 
old first choice to pass muster in 
a vigorous session yesterday. 

Whies, who do not have a 
Five Nations match this week- 
end, are not enjoying any -such 
luck on the injury front Arwel 
Thomas, their precocious out- 
side-half, had a knee put in fdas- 
ter yesterday afterpsking up an 
injury during Swansea’s Swalec 
Cup victory over Pontypridd at 
the weekend. 

Although Welsh .sources ex- 
pect Mm to be fit in time to face 
England in Cardiff on 15 March, 
there was more concern about 
Thomas' dub colleague, Chris- 
tian Loader. The loose-head 
prop has undergone knee angay 
and is rated eidremety doubtful 
for the championship finale. 



TORONTO OR NEW YORK 


BA 747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 22 May, 10 July, 
6 August, 29 August or 6 September* five nights at the 
deluxe Sheraton • city tour • Niagara with helicopter 
• harbour cruise • CN Tbwer luncheon • Phan ton of 
the Opera • Concorde supersonic return £ 1 ,999 


BA 747 from Heathrow to New York on any day 

• four nights at the luxurious Hilton Gnc. Sat) 

• Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £2,499 


MONACO GRAND PRIX 


Eurostar to Paris on 10 May • city tour • overnight 
• Concorde supersonic to Nice • luncheon and 
reserved seat for Monaco Grand Prix at Mirabeau 
Hotel • return by private jet to Heathrow £ 1 ,499 


0RIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 


Concorde to Tenerife on 12 April • seven night Oriana 
cruise to Southampton via Lanzarote, La Palma, Lisbon 
and Vigo • Orient-Express to Victoria £ 1,999 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 27 May • five night 
Oriana cruise to Monte-Carlo via Gibraltar « tour 
Riviera • Concorde supersonic from Nice £1,699 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 8 June • eleven 
night Oriana Land of the Midnight Sun cruise to 
Bergen via the Norwegian Fjords and Spitsbergen 
• Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £2,999 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 16 August 
► six night Oriana cruise to Tenerife via Praia da Rocha 
and Casablanca • Concorde to Heathrow £l ,799 
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small tear in the cartilage, which 
has now been removed. He 
damaged the knee in a freak ac- 
cident at home three weeks ago 

Police have decided not to 
take any action following the 
mass brawl between Chester- 
field and Plymouth Argyle play- 
ers in a Second Division fixture 
on Saturday. Four players were 
sent off by the referee, Richard 
POulain, after Plymouth's goal- 
keeper, Bruce Grobbelaar, was 
Concussed at a corner. The po- 
lice have decided to leave the 
matter in the hands of the 
Football Association. 

Wigan Athletic want to take 
Manchester United’s Northern 
Ireland international centre- 
half, Pat McGibbon, on loon 
with a view to a permanent deaL 
Chesterfield nave agreed a 
£30,000 fee for the Huddersfield 
Town striker, Iain Dunn, while 
their FA Cup quarter-final 
opponents, Wrexham, have of- 
fered £100JKX) for the Aston Vil- 
la forward Nefl Davis. 
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